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 ANNIVERSARY CHURCH 

Zoar UCC, Chaska 

In 1871 Zoar Evangelical and Reformed Church was organized 
with four families.  They selected the name Zoar either because 
of its small beginning or because the church meant to them a 
shelter or refuge from the Sodom of the world. Diedrich Lenzen 
(one of three brothers who along with a fourth man formed the 
foundation upon which this church was built) deeded two acres 
of his farm in Dalgren Township for the church.  
 
The first worship place was the log house of Henrich Kemkes. In 
1873 a small church building was erected on the land donated by 
Diedrich Lenzen. In 1912 a brick parsonage was built and is still 
in use today as a rental. In 1941 the current church was built and 
in 1957 an addition was constructed which included a mother’s 
room and bathrooms.  
 
In 1928 members of Zoar agreed to unite with St. John’s UCC 
(Bongard’s) and share a pastor. This yoke lasted into the 2000’s. 
In 1939 it was decided to have English worship services every 
other Sunday and in 1950 a vote was taken to hold German ser-
vices the last Sunday of the month with English service the re-
maining Sundays. It’s not known when the last service in Ger-
man was held. 
 
Over the 150 + years of our history, the membership has grown 
from a few people, to a packed church, to fewer numbers again.  
Most of the members continue to have a family connection to 
other members, either having been part of the church since birth 
or marrying into a family. All you have to do is walk through the 
church’s cemetery next to the church, to see the long legacy of 
Zoar and its members. 
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150th 
Anniversary 

The first missionary activity in Minnesota was begun about 1830 when 
the American Board sent out three missionaries to work with the Na-
tive Americans. The first Christian church of any denomination in the 
vast northwest was begun at Fort Snelling on June 11, 1835. By 1860, 
there were 64 congregational church statewide with 1,500 members 
and 1,800 Sunday school members. The Mankato church was founded 
on March 3rd 1870 by a group of interested Congregationalist and pro-
fessors from the Mankato Normal College. The city of Mankato was 
only 18 years old. At a second meeting on July 8th 1870, a constitution 
and covenant were adopted and provisional officers were elected.  The 
group agreed to abide by the rules governing Congregation churches, 
which can be found in the Manual and Directory of the 1st Congrega-
tional Church of Mankato, Minnesota-1912, p.28. 
 
The first church building was erected in 1871 and exist today although it 
is no longer a church. In 1902, there were nine branch churches and the 
church was remodeled and spatter-dashed. A parsonage was built in 
1907. During the pastorate of Rev. Roy Hardin in the 1920’s, the mem-
bership in the church doubled. The old church was again improved. He 
left in 1934 and the Depression year took a toll at the church. After the 
War, Rev. L. Donald Bond and family came and served there for over 30 
years. He was one of the ministers who began the Multi Church Center 
which was formed in Sept, 1976. 
 
By 1990s, a move to build a new Congregational Church was discussed. 
The Mankato congregational has already become a United Church of 
Christ. The new existing church was finished in 2002 when Reverend 
Albert Thomas was pastor.  Today the church is an open and affirming, 
creation justice and immigrant welcoming church. It has been active as 
a Fair Trade church for years. What Began in 1870 would have been 

First Congregational 
UCC,  

Mankato  
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150th 
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First Congregational UCC, 
Detroit Lakes 

Our first worship service was held on February 18, 1872, in the 
“New England House,” which later became the Lakes Hotel. The 
First Congregational Church of Detroit (the city was re-named 
Detroit Lakes in 1926) was formally organized on August 12, 
1872. It was the first church in Detroit and the first Congregation-
al Church west of Duluth. We completed our first church building 
on May 17, 1873, located north of the railroad tracks, and held 
the first worship service in that Sanctuary on May 18. The build-
ing was dedicated on June 1, 1873.  

Becker County Court House built their presently used building in 
1885 south of the railroad tracks. This sparked congregational 
members to adhere to the traditional practice of being on the vil-
lage square, so it was decided in 1887 to build near the Court 
House. We held our first official worship service in the new build-
ing on February 5, 1893. The present Sanctuary was dedicated 
on May 23, 1893.  

The building was paid in full for $3,600. The kitchen had a dirt 
floor and no plumbing. The ladies would run water from the 
pump in Mrs. Childs’ yard, which was just west of the church 
building. While updated many times over the years, we continue 
to gather in the oldest church building in Detroit Lakes.  

Freedom to worship God and to live according to the dictates of 
one's conscience is embodied in the life of The Congregational 
United Church of Christ of Detroit Lakes. The membership has 
always represented a variety of religious backgrounds and tradi-
tions, which is certainly the case today. We celebrate our diversi-
ty as a healthy part of spiritual, emotional and intellectual 
growth.  



 ANNIVERSARY CHURCH 

     First organized in 1872, the Granite Falls United Church of 
Christ (Congregational) will celebrate 150 years of worship this 
October. In its early years, the church suffered through a national 
economic crisis, grasshopper plagues, poverty and a fire that de-
stroyed the church building. But the congregation was able to re-
build, install the first church bell in the first church in Granite 
Falls, and even increase membership during the Great Depres-
sion. 
     In 1961, the congregation became part of the United Church 
of Christ in a merger with the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
and the General Council of the Congregational Christian Church. 
Some notable events of the last 50 years include an addition to 
the church (1979), the first of the annual meatball dinner fund-
raisers (1982), the lighting of the bell tower (1993) and the crea-
tion of an endowment fund for grants and scholarships (1994). In 
1997, severe spring flooding damaged the church basement and 
the homes and businesses of fourteen households in the church 
family.  A national offering of the United Church of Christ pro-
vided financial help and ministerial assistance. The basement was 
restored and improved by1998. 
      
In July of 2000, disaster struck Granite Falls again in the form of 
a F4 tornado. Four members’ homes were destroyed and the 
homes of nine others were damaged. In early April the next year, 
church members joined volunteers to fight rising floodwaters of 
the Minnesota River the second “500-year flood” in five years. 
Thankfully, no lives were lost and the church itself was not dam-
aged. 2020 brought the COVID-19 pandemic. Although unable to 
worship together in the church building, the congregation contin-
ued to be a church family, finding new ways to communicate and 

Granite Falls UCC 

150th 
Anniversary 
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150th 
Anniversary 

Peace UCC, Duluth 

The first recorded congregational meeting of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Church was held on March 11, 1872. A traveling missionary, Rev. Louis 
von Rague, from the German Evangelical Synod of the West had visit-
ed Duluth seeking to organize a church.The minutes, all recorded in 
German, speak of a membership of fifteen, with money being scarce, 
heating by burning wood and lighting by oil lamps.The original building 
was in the middle of a wilderness, and horse and buggy and sleighs 
were used to reach the church. The first pastor, Rev. Johan Lueder 
lived on the first floor, and a German School was also held in the 
church.  
 
In 1874, the history of our “peace bells” began when a French cannon 
captured by the Germans in the Franco-German War arrived as a gift 
from Emperor Wilhelm. The cannon was melted into a bell, which was 
hung in the original bell tower and still rings today, along with two other 
bells forged from weapons of war, in our bell tower. For almost 50 
years worship was conducted in the German language.  
 
The congregation was a close fellowship with many families remaining 
for several generations. The Ladies’ Aid was active, with the women 
raising money to keep the church financially sound. For years the 
Spring ham and Fall sauerkraut dinners were famous in Duluth. In 
1959, ground was broken for a new building and on September 16, 
1959, the name was changed to Peace United Church of Christ, carry-
ing forth the theme of transforming war into peace for the world, and 
adopting the new denomination, the UCC.  
 
For 150 years we have been blessed with many strong leaders who 
have helped Peace become a source of healing love where all are wel-
come, no matter where you are in life’s journey. Today, Peace is an 
Open and Affirming, Just Peace and Sanctuary Congregation  
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Pilgrim Congregational Church has had a long and colorful history in Du-
luth. Members of its congregation were among the first settlers of a vil-
lage that in January 1869 was home to only 14 families. Despite signifi-
cant growth during 1869 and 1870, Duluth in 1871 consisted of scattered 
wood frame buildings on a desolate, largely treeless and rocky hillside. 
During 1869-1870, early Pilgrim members were central figures in key 
developments in the nascent city, including construction of Duluth’s first 
grain elevator (Elevator A) and digging the Duluth Ship Canal.  
 
Pilgrim had declared itself an Open and Affirming Church on July 14, 
2001, condemning “…all acts of discrimination and violence against peo-
ple because of their sexual orientation…”. During the 2000’s, Pilgrim 
continued its advocacy for the fair and equitable treatment of all people. 
A major building project which included replacing the roof and rebuilding 
the front porch was completed in 2006. Pilgrim’s handbells were recondi-
tioned and Pilgrim’s handbell choir began performing as Bellissimo in 
2006. A popular series of community concerts, Pilgrim Presents, was 
inaugurated. A new governance structure, unique to Pilgrim, was devel-
oped and implemented. This structure eliminated many of Pilgrim’s tradi-
tional committees.  
 
Throughout its history, Pilgrim members have played an important role in 
the civic and charitable life of our city. Women at Pilgrim organized Du-
luth’s first: kindergarten; occupational therapy training program; and do-
mestic science classes. Members of Pilgrim were significantly involved 
with the formation or development of many of Duluth’s institutions, in-
cluding: the YMCA; the YWCA (together with the International Institute 
and the Raleigh Street Neighborhood House); the Bethel and the Bethel 
Rescue Home for Women and Children (later the Bethel Home for Girls); 
the Duluth Children’s Home; the Duluth Public Library; reorganization 
and building of a modern St. Luke’s Hospital in the 1920’s; and the ac-
quisition and donation of land in the 1940’s and 1950’s which now forms 
the U.M.D. campus and the Bagley nature area.  

Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Duluth 

150th 
Anniversary 
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Bethlehem UCC, Maple Lake 

140th 
Anniversary 

One hundred forty years ago, in 1881, nineteen people 
gathered in Albion township Minnesota to form an Evangel-
ical congregation. Even before this organizational meeting, 
baptisms were recorded as early as 1878.  The members 
built the first church building in 1882 in Albion township. In 
1930 the church changed its constitution to make the use 
of English “lawful” in the church.  Services and meetings 
were held in both German and English.   
 
A momentous decision was made in 1938 when it was vot-
ed to move the church to Maple Lake.  A new building was 
constructed and dedicated that year.  Bethlehem church 
became the first protestant church in Maple Lake.  In 1991, 
this  church building no longer met the needs of the congre-
gation, and a new handicapped accessible church building 
was built.  And in 1997, the church mortgage was 
burned. From our present location,  we reach out to our 
neighbors in all directions and provide services to the Ma-
ple Lake community.   
 
Bethlehem UCC has a 24 hour food pantry in its carport, 
sponsors the community Easter Egg hunt, takes part in 
Trunk or treat, has two little free libraries, provides Thanks-
giving meals, hygiene items and birthday party packs for 
families in need in the Maple Lake school district, contrib-
utes to Love Inc, and the Annandale/Maple Lake Food 
Shelf.  Also serving the wider mission through trips to Back-
Bay Mission, Mississippi and Copan, Honduras.  In 2020, 
Bethlehem UCC was honored as Maple Lake business of 
the year for their community service. 
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125th  
Anniversary 

Hazel Park Congregational United Church of Christ be-
gan as a mission church sponsored by the non-
denominational People’s Church on February 1, 
1894. It was the first Protestant church on Saint Paul’s 
East Side.  We were officially recognized as a Congre-
gational church at a meeting of the Ecclesiastical 
Council of the Congregational Union on November 12, 
1895, and over 65 years later voted to merge into the 
United Church of Christ in April of 1961.   
 
We have experienced two world wars, a Great Depres-
sion, and held watch during racial demonstrations.  We 
have physically moved a church building, and wor-
shiped in a World War II mess hall.  We have built a 
sanctuary, saw it burned to the ground, and immediate-
ly built another one.  We have become an Open and 
Affirming congregation, and are now dealing with the 
effects of our second world-wide pandemic.   
 

God is still speaking through our spirit and dedication 
and has given us our amazing history.  These make 
the present happen and the future possible.  

Hazel Park UCC 

 



 ANNIVERSARY CHURCH 

135th  
Anniversary 

St. Anthony Park 
UCC  

In 1886, six families with help from the American Home Missionary So-
ciety established St. Anthony Park Congregational Church, now St. An-
thony Park United Church of Christ.  One of the Church’s founders de-
sired the Church be a place “where people would have a real love and 
zeal for the Sabbath and the worship of God.” In the first thirty years of 
its existence, the Church occupied four structures and built two build-
ings to house its rapidly growing congregation.  In 1914, the “Old Plym-
outh Church” gave $11,500 toward the current building.  The Plymouth 
Church Clerk wrote: 
 

Plymouth Church, as its name suggests, embodies three centu-
ries of Pilgrim tradition.  This gift pledges you to carry that spirit 
forward to fruition.  Plymouth passes on to you the nurture of 
youth without which there is no future for the Church.”   

 
The current building, dedicated in 1915, has been extensively remod-
eled two times, including an elevator, to meet the needs of the Church 
and its ministries. A hugely successful capital campaign in 2015 funded 
updates to the sanctuary, improving the acoustic, aesthetics and versa-
tility;  “greening” the building with attic insulation, new windows and a 
new boiler;  and structural and aesthetic upgrades to the lower level 
dining room and preschool rooms.  
 
Through out its history, SAPUCC has reached out to persons displaced 
and discriminated against.  We sponsored an immigrant Hmong family 
in the 1980s and an immigrant Syrian family in 2013.  The congregation 
voted to become Open and Affirming in 1998.  Since 2013, when same-
sex marriage became legal in Minnesota, Rev. Wilgocki has officiated 
at five same-sex weddings. For over 40 years the congregation has 
served meals to people who are homeless and/or food insecure at the 
Dorothy Day Center in downtown St. Paul through the Loaves and Fish-
es program.  The congregation also has a history of strong financial 
support to Our Church’s Wider Mission, United Theological Seminary of 
the Twin Cities, and Interfaith Action of Greater St. Paul.  In 2009, we 
returned to being a “5 for 5” congregation.    
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100th  
Anniversary 

United Protestant 
Church 

United Protestant Church in Morgan Park came into existence 
between 1917 and 1922.  When US Steel designed the “model 
city” of Morgan Park, there were two parcels of land set aside for 
churches. One was for a Catholic Church and the other for a 
Protestant Church.  In 1917, several Protestant denominations 
began meeting in homes in Morgan Park. From those “house 
churches” a group of sixteen men representing nine Protestant 
denominations met for three months and they eventually decided 
to become a non-denominational church with the name of United 
Protestant Church of Morgan Park.   

Plans were soon underway and building began in 1920. The ce-
ment blocks used in the structure were made at the neighbor-
hood cement plant next to the steel plant. The cornerstone, along 
with a time capsule, was laid on September 11, 1921. In March 
of 2022, a masonry crew doing restoration work inside the church 
assisted in removing the cornerstone laid in 1921.   

The beautiful, majestic church that greets people as they drive 
into the Morgan Park neighborhood has provided a sacred place 
to gather since 1922. The church has undergone various restora-
tions throughout its 100-year history and the congregation is cur-
rently raising funds to restore the outside of the tower that rises 
above the front entrance. We are thankful for this building it with 
all its cracks and leaks and we are thankful for the many faithful 
people who have been part of this Christian community during 
the past 100 years. The years have not always been easy, but 
many dedicated members have carried on and here we are in 
April of 2022 with United Protestant Church looking forward to 
the next 100 years of worship and sharing the message of God’s 
love through Jesus Christ. 

  10 
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Rev. George Coy 
 
Rev. George Coy was born on July 5, 1937. He received his edu-
cation from Waldorf Consolidated school, North Central College, 
Evangelical theological Seminary, and Divinity School University of 
Chicago in 1966. Rev. Coy was ordained in June, 1962, and he 
later retired in 1999. 

Rev. Truman Stehr 
 
Truman Stehr was ordained on June 1957. He 
went to Yale Divinity and Union (majored in Mis-
sions) Theological Seminary (majored in STM, 
New Testament  Studies), as well as North Cen-
tral college and earned a B.A. degree in Sociolo-
gy,  
 
Over the course of his ministry career, Rev. Stehr served the 
Church of E.U.B Congregational, U.C.B.W.M, Emanuel UCC, Im-
manuel UCC, Grand Ave Congregational Church UCC, and First 
Congregational of Dudley. Rev. Stehr’s ministry work relocated 
him from Illinois to N.Y.C, Wisconsin and Massachusetts 
 
Rev. Stehr was delighted to have shared the creation of the first 
Minnesota Homeless Shelter, ecumenical, winter of 1981-1982.  

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
65 year ordination anniversaries 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
60 year ordination anniversary 
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Rev. Dennis Tooley 
 
Dennis Tooley was ordained on September 30th, 1962. He 
received his education from Macalester College, Pacific 
School of Religion in California, and University of Dubuque 
Theology Seminary. 
 
Rev. Tooley served 1st Congregational Church in Aitkin, 1st 
Presbyterian Church, and Clinical Pastoral Ed. Over the 
course of his ministry career, Rev. Tooley also served as a 
chaplain at Rochester St. Hosp., and Rochester Area Pasto-
ral Counseling Center, until he retired in 1999. 
 
Being able to serve as a Hospice-Chaplain and as a Pasto-
ral Counselor was just a few of the highlights from Rev 
Tooley’s minister career. After retirement he enjoys volun-
teering at Chester Woods County Park. 
 
 

Rev. Everett Schloesser 
 
Everett Schloesser was ordained on July 2nd, 1962. He received 
his education from Yankton College, and Yankton School of The-
ology. 
 
Throughout Rev. Schloesser’s ministry career, he served Wynot 
Methodist, Theophilus for Federated Church, Pleuna Congrega-
tional, Ebenezer Congregational, First Congregational in Torring-
ton, First Congregational in Odessa, Saint Paul UCC, and Grace 
UCC. Rev. Schloesser retired  in 1997. 
 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
60 year ordination anniversary 
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Rev. Don Britt 
 
Donald Britt was ordained on May 7th, 1972. He retired on 
May 31st , 2011. Rev. Britt’s local church membership is at 
Union Congregational Church UCC in Elk River, where he is 
still very much involved; in Diversity Training or Continuing 
Education, including worship and singing in the adult choir 
etc. 
 
In 2020, before COVID hit, Rev. Britt have taken part with a 
group in protesting the holding and treatment of immigrants. 
He also served on Outreached Justice Team, doing a fund 
raising. 

Rev. John Kemp 
 
John (Jack) Kemp was ordained in December, 1962. He obtained 
his education from Oberlin College, and Chicago Theological Sem-
inary. Throughout his ministry career, he served Tarsus College, 
Congregational Church UCC in Collbran, United Church of Christ 
in Granville, St. Anthony Park UCC, and Pilgrim Congregational 
UCC. He retired in 2000. 
 
A Highlight from Rev. Kemp’s ministry career, was his volunteer 
work as a teacher for the Board of World Ministries in Turkey. That 
experience have provided him with a vision of the church as a 
global community of faith reaching for a universal peace and jus-
tice among all people. 
 
 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
60 year ordination anniversary 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
50 year ordination anniversary 
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Rev. Howard K. Bell 
 
Howard K. Bell was ordained on June 30th, 
1972, under the Denomination of Christian 
Church (Disciple of Christ) in Washington, 
Pennsylvania. In 2007, he received a Privilege 
of Call (Four-way Covenant) and transferred to 
the Minnesota Conference UCC. Where He lat-
er retired in 2019. 
 
Rev. Bell received his education from Bethany College, earning a 
degree in Religion (B.A.). Then went to Yale Divinity school and 
received a Master of Divinity in 1972. Over the course of his ca-
reer, he served as an Interim pastor throughout Minneapolis, Saint 
Paul, Minnesota to London, England. While Rev. Bell was director 
of MN Coalition for Terminal Care, he was able to provide lectures 
for Hospice, death, and dying. 
 
Some highlights from Rev. Bell’s ministry was that he helped 
founded the Coalition for Terminal Care, providing support and 
help educate about coalition for death. He was the first hospice 
Chaplin in MN, at Bethesda hospital hospice. 

Rev. Richard (Dick) Sellers 
 
Richard Sellers was ordained in February of 1972. He obtained 
his education from Dartmouth College, Union Theological Semi-
nar and the University of Minnesota. Over the course of his minis-
try, Rev. Sellers served the Metropolitan Medical Center in Minne-
apolis from 1973 to 1977. Following that, he served Abbott North-
western Hospital/ Allina Health in Minneapolis from 19977 until he 
retired in 2012. 
 
Through out Rev Sellers’ Ministry Career he was delighted to be 
able to ministry to countless patients, including their families and 
staff. He had supervised over hundreds of Clinical Pastoral, in-
cluding education students while he was Chair of Bio-Ethics Com-
mittee (for over 20 years).  
 
 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
50 year ordination anniversary 
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Rev. Richard Gerber 
 
Richard J. Gerber was ordained on June 11, 
1972. Prior to obtaining his education in sem-
inary, Rev. Gerber received a degree in Psy-
chology and Education. Once he received a 
Master degree in Theology from the United 
Theological Seminary. He perceived to 
Trained in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 
at Abbott-Norther western Hospital. 
 
Rev. Gerber served as a chaplain at Parkland Memorial Hospital 
in Dallas, Texas. From there he served at Mercy Medical Center 
in Coon Rapids, Minnesota. To serving as the Director if CPE at 
Fairview/ University of MN Health services in Minneapolis. Be-
sides from his services, Rev. Richard Geber love sports, Process 
theology, to science and classical music/art. One highlight of his 
ministry career was his Clinical Ministry, and being able to teach/
administrate in an interdisciplinary multi-institutional settings. 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
50 year ordination anniversary 

Rev. David Hohman 
 
David Hohman was ordained on May 28th, 1972. He re-
ceived his education from McKendree College (major: Psy-
chology), Eden Theological Seminary, and Winona State 
University.  
 
Rev. Hohman retired around 2010. He still attends worship 
at Plymouth  Congregational, Minneapolis, St. Mark Episco-
pal Cathedral, and Central Lutheran Church. He partici-
pates in Fine music, preaching and sense of worship.  
 
 



NECROLOGY 
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Rev. Everett Schoessler 
Everett Elroy Schoessler, 87, of Rochester, MN passed 
away peacefully with family by his bedside at Seasons Hos-
pice on Saturday, April 9, 2022. He was born on March 23, 
1935 to Rachel Walters and Alex Schoessler in Billings, 
Montana. Everett was baptized and confirmed in the First 
German Congregational Church (now the Pilgrim Congrega-
tional Church) and was actively involved in church activities 
throughout his youth.  
 
He met Shirley Ann Frank while substituting for the organist 
at the First Congregational Church in Laurel, MT and they married in 1957. Ever-
ett was called into the ministry and attended the School of Theology in Yankton, 
SD. Together, Everett and Shirley built a life of service in ministry to several 
churches over the years (Plevna, MT; Sidney, MT; Torrington, WY; Odessa, WA; 
Eyota & Millville, MN). During this time, they were blessed with a daughter and 
three sons, and built wonderful relationships with people in the communities 
where they served.  
 
Everett loved to work with his hands, maintaining beautiful gardens, baking deli-
cious cookies, rolls, and other treats, and crafting lovely keepsakes for friends, 
family, and the community. In recent years, Everett was a very active resident at 
The Homestead Senior Living Complex where he enjoyed playing the piano for 
Chapel, completing jigsaw puzzles, and taking part in resident activities.  

Rev.  Doris Underdahl 
 
Doris Elizabeth Rutz was born on April 20, 1933 in Roch-
ester, MN to Carl and Louise (Warner) Rutz. She died on 
April 2, 2022. She graduated from Rochester High School 
in 1951, and attended nursing school at St Lucas Deacon-
ess Hospital in Faribault, MN. She was board certified in 
November 1954, and worked twenty-plus years as a nurse 
and LPN instructor at Rochester Vocational School. She 
later earned her Bachelor of Science from Winona State 
University in 1976. 

She attended seminary and on September 20, 1981 was ordained in the United 
Church of Christ. She served churches in Plentywood, MT, and Freeborn, MN, 
South St Paul, and Faribault, MN. Doris married Gerald Underdahl on October 4, 
1945 and were later divorced. 

She is survived by 4 children: Gregory (special friend Lynne) Underdahl, Jeffrey 
(Julie) Underdahl, Cynthia (Dennis) Stayton, and Steven Underdahl; 8 grandchil-
dren, 18 great-grandchildren; and her sister, Joan Flores of Rochester. She was 
preceded in death by her parents. 
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Rev. Harold David Walter   
 
Harold David Walters 1945–2020 Northfield—David 
was born in Kansas City, Missouri on May 12, 1945. His 
parents were Lucille Mae and Harold Jack Walters.  
 
David formed a friendship with the pastor and found a 
home there. It was through that church that David felt a 
call to pastoral ministry and made a decision to attend 
Andover Newton Theological School in Newton Centre, 
MA. It was at Andover Newton that David met his wife, 
Debbie Sperry.  
 
David graduated with a Master of Divinity in May 1976. Later, he received 
a call to serve two small churches in N.H. David and Debbie were mar-
ried in January, 1977. Their daughter, Anne Marie, was born in March of 
1980 and their son, Paul David, was born in July of 1982. During his life-
time, David served churches in Wentworth and Rumney, N. H., in W. 
Lebanon N.H., in Clarksville , Iowa, and the Ho-Chunk,U.C.C. in Wiscon-
sin. The memories of the relationships he formed in these churches and 
towns stayed with him always.   

Rev. Walter Koch 
 
Walter Paul Koch was born on June 28, 1934. In 1960 
he graduated form Lakeland College with a degree in 
History. He went back to school, attending the United 
Theological Seminary in New Brighton and got a MTH 
(master of Theology) in 1972. While he was in school, 
Walter served as a pastor at St. John’s. 
 
In 1968 He was in the U.S. Navy and served as a chap-
lain on the west coast of Vietnam until 1970. After that he served as a 
staff chaplain and Hospice program Manger at Fairview South dale Hos-
pital in Edina. He retired in 1991, in order to spend more times and be 
with his family. A highlight from his ministry career was that he got to 
listen to people who were in stress and fear. In hopes that he was able 
to help ease some of those stress and fear. Walter lived a well and 
healthy life, he passed on June 16th 2021 at the age of 87. 
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Rev. Victor Vriesen   
 
Victor Gerhard Vriesen was born May 17, 1928, in 
Greenwood, Wisconsin. His family moved to rural 
Hamburg, Minnesota, where he attended country 
school until 8th grade. He graduated from Central 
High School in Norwood/Young America and went on 
to complete his degree at Hamline University in St. 
Paul. From there he went on to earn his Master of Divinity degree from 
Mission House Seminary in Sheboygan, Wisconsin in 1953.  
 
He provided pulpit supply to many area churches, did some interim pas-
toring, and served as hospice and hospital chaplain for many years. 
Again, he served on a variety of boards and committees, helping with 
projects such as building projects at St Luke’s Lutheran Care Center.  
 
Through his woodworking he discovered a favorite project: handcut 
crosses by the hundreds, that he would give out to anyone at any oppor-
tunity and garden produce shared with many people. Jesus told the story 
of a master who said to his servant, “well done, good and faithful serv-
ant.” I think he spoke those words again Sunday morning.  

Rev. Jerry Hankins  
 
Hankins, Rev. Jerry P. Age 87, of North-
field, MN, died Monday, October 4, 2021, 
at Northfield Retirement Community. He 
was born March 30, 1934, in Xenia, OH.  
 
Jerry served churches in Bertha, 
Verndale, Granite Falls, Maynard and Morris, MN. Jerry is 
survived by his wife, Liz; children, Sarah and Susan (Russ 
Meller); grandchildren, Grace and Henry Meller; and broth-
er, Karl Hankins.  
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Rev. Arthur Rouner Jr 
 
Rouner, The Rev. Dr. Arthur A., Jr. (1929 2021) The 
Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. died December 16, 2021, 
from multiple health challenges, at Methodist Hospital in 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota. He was born May 21, 1929, 
Boston, Massachusetts, the son of the Rev. Arthur A. 
Rouner and Elizabeth Stephens Rouner.   
 
Arthur Rouner all his life sought to do good and to do it 
well from his days as an Eagle Scout, leadership in his high school years, 
Harvard College (BA), Union Theological Seminary (M.Div.), the Universi-
ty of Edinburgh, Scotland, and later in life Luther Seminary (D.Min.), and 
in his years serving the First Congregational Church of Williamsburg, 
Massachusetts, the Eliot Church of Newton, Massachusetts, and for 32 
years, the Colonial Church of Edina, Minnesota  
 
 He authored many books on the Christian life, the Christian Church and 
the work of reconciliation. At age 65 he retired from parish ministry and 
founded the Pilgrim Center for Reconciliation (PCR) and served as its 
President for the next 25 years, leading healing retreat programs in areas 
of war and conflict in six countries in Africa and here in the U.S. with trau-
ma healing.   

Rev. Levering Reynolds III 
 
Reverend Levering Reynolds, III, died peacefully on 
January 2, 2022 at the age of 81 at his home in St. 
Charles, Missouri. Lev’s commitment to his family, faith, 
and community were evident to all who had the privilege 
to know, love, and learn from him.  
 
Lev graduated with a Bachelor of Philosophy from Stanford University in 
1962, followed by a Master of Divinity from Yale Divinity School in 1965 
and a Master of Counseling and Development from Texas State Univer-
sity – San Marcos in 1991.   
 
In 1965, Lev followed his father’s footsteps into ordained ministry 
through the United Church of Christ. In his nearly 57 years of ordained 
ministry, Lev served many churches. He primarily served in the role of 
Interim Minister, helping congregations navigate the process of identify-
ing a permanent pastor.  
 
Family and faith were at Lev’s center. An avid genealogist, researching 
and recording the family trees of family members related by birth or re-
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Rev. Guy E. Stone, Jr   
 
Guy Eldridge Stone Jr. was born August 23, 1938, in 
Selma, Alabama, the son of a restaurateur and oldest of 
eight children. He was the son of Guy E. Sr. and Beulah 
(Guinn) Stone.  
 
Studying to be a clergy, he attended Phillips University 
and seminary in Enid, Oklahoma, where he also met and married his 
wife, Katherine Tibbe. Guy was ordained into the ministerial profession 
in 1965.  
 
Guy retired from the ministry in 2002 and moved with his wife Kathy to 
Hutchinson, Minnesota, where they still are blessed with wonderful and 
caring friends. In 2015, he was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease and 
became a resident at the Harmony River Living Center in Hutchinson.  
 
Guy passed away on Thursday, February 18, 2021, at Harmony River 
Living Center in Hutchinson, at the age of 82 years. His body has been 
donated to the Brain and Tissue Program at the University of Maryland, 
where research will be performed to study Parkinson's Disease. 

Rev. Madison L. Sheely, Jr 

The Rev. Madison L. Sheely Jr. passed away August 
15, 2021. He was preceded in death by his parents and 
his wife, Mary.  

He was ordained as a minister in 1951 after attending 
Carleton College and the Chicago Theological Seminary 
and subsequently served as a pastor in several churches during the next 
30 years.  

Prior to his retirement, he worked for Macalester College and Opportuni-
ty Partners. Music also played a major role in his life. He played the pi-
ano and organ, loved classical music and sang in the church choir.  

He is survived by his children John (Cindy), Marianne (Mike) Davis and 
Paul (Ann), six grandchildren and their spouses and eight great-
grandchildren.   
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Rev.  Fred Stroebel 
 
Stroebel, Reverend Frederick Charles 97, of Ramsey, 
left us for his heavenly home on May 27 after a long, 
full and rewarding life. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and his brothers William and George. He 
was born in Milwaukee, WI on Feb. 23, 1923 to Fred 
and Augusta Orthmann Stroebel the second of four 
siblings.   
 
After graduating from Lincoln High School in 1943, he 
was drafted into the army as his brothers Bill and George enlisted as well. Three 
brothers in the war at the same time! Fred went in as a Conscientious Objector 
and was trained as a medical, surgical tech and worked with Mash units in Aus-
tralia, the Philippines, New Guinea, etc. until his discharge in 1944.   
 
He chose to prepare for the Christian Ministry and so began college at Anderson 
College in Anderson, Ind and then went on to Seminary at Oberlin College, Ober-
lin, Ohio. During these years he went to school, raised his family and served 
churches, drove school bus, etc, He was a hard working, dedicated father and 
student. In 1953 he was ordained into the Christian Ministry by the Methodist 
Church. In the next 37 years he served churches in Grafton and Greenwich, 
Ohio, Eau Claire and Fond du Lac, and Platteville WI .and Anoka, MN. moving 
into the United Church of Christ.  

Rev. David Crum 
 
Crum, Rev. Dr. David Edwin, 91, of Plymouth (previously of 
Brainerd MN and Spokane WA) passed away peacefully on 
January 3, 2022 at home with his wife Bonnie by his side.  
 
Born July 19, 1930 to Laura (Seidel) Crum and Clifford Crum 
in Shelby, Ohio. He was a 1952 graduate of Ohio State Uni-
versity. After 15 years of running his own sales business, and 
he enrolled at United Theological Seminary in 1974, graduat-
ing with a Masters of Divinity degree in 1978.  
 
He married Bonnie (Kirk) Caswell on April 4, 1975, and the two of them em-
barked on a voyage of faith and love for the next 47 years. He was the Associate 
Minister at Westminster Congregational United Church of Christ in Spokane WA 
from 1979 - 1983.   
 
 He loved learning as much as teaching, returning to seminary in 1993 where he 
received a Doctorate (with distinction) from United Theological Seminary in 
2001. He "retired" to Brainerd MN in 2006, becoming a member of First Congre-
gational United Church of Christ where he continued to engage in Christian min-
istry and counseling,. 
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Rev.  Henry Campbell 
 
Campbell, Henry A. who died February 28, 2021 in St. Paul, was 
born on March 14, 1928, in Omaha, Nebraska to Henry A. and 
Katherine E. (Shutts) Campbell. 
 
Graduating from the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 1948 
and then Chicago Theological Seminary of the University of Chi-
cago in 1951, Henry served, with a heart both pastoral and pro-
phetic, as a Congregational-U.C.C. minister for nearly 40 years.  
 
Starting with his first church in Toulon, Illinois, he served pulpits 
in Moorhead, MN, Ames, IA, White Bear Lake, MN, and, Latimer, 
IA. (interim), retiring in 1990 to Ames. While in seminary he in-
terned at a predominantly Czech Congregational Church, Millard, 
where he met his first and only wife, Ruth Ellen Jusko, whom he 
married in 1952. Together they carved out a diverse life of travel 
(Europe, New York, New Mexico), concert, movie-going, garden-
ing, bike-riding, among many other enriching pursuits.   

Rev. Chester Olsen 

Chester R. Olsen, 94, died peacefully on July 23, 2020 in his apartment at Elim 
Wellspring (Caley House) Assisted Living, Princeton, Minnesota. In his deep 
faith in God, he longed for this day when he would be welcomed into God’s 
living presence. His pre-planning for cremation was granted and he will be bur-
ied next to his wife in the Sharon Cemetery in rural Princeton.   

Chester was born at home on the family farm near Paynesville, Minnesota and 
welcomed by three brothers and a sister. He went to the University of Minneso-
ta’s West Central School of Agriculture on the Morris campus where the curric-
ulum included several high school courses. Later, he enrolled in the American 
School of Correspondence (Chicago) for the remaining credits he needed for 
his high school diploma. He graduated from the Evangelical Free Church’s 
Trinity Seminary and Bible Institute, Minneapolis in 1947.  

Chester found his sweetheart Lee Ila at Trinity (she was in the Bible Institute). 
They married shortly after their graduation and, accepting his first pastorate, 
moved into the parsonage of the Elim Evangelical Free Church in rural Litch-
ville, North Dakota. Retiring, Chester and Lee Ila purchased their first home in 
rural Princeton, Minnesota. They became active members of First Congrega-
tional Church/UCC. Chester and Lee Ila loved the Lord and each other in a 68-
year marriage.   
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Rev. James E. Slocum    
 
Jim was born in Mount Vernon, Washington 
June 28, 1958 to Darwin and Katherine Slo-
cum. Due to his father's penchant for new ca-
reer challenges, he also lived in Pullman, WA, 
Mankato, MN, Madison, WI and Medford, WI 
before settling back in Minnesota with Sherry, 
the great love of his life.  
 
Jim loved life, the Minnesota Vikings, laughter, and making others 
laugh with him. The party began when he arrived, and usually ran 
late. His mother-in-law often said, "They broke the mold when they 
created Jim Slocum", and she was right. Jim's varied career path 
included instrument repair, computer programming, IT services 
and managing a UPS store, all of which he performed with equal 
parts dedication, skill and good humor.  

Rev. Susan Faunce-Zimmerman 
 
Faunce-Zimmerman, The Reverend Susan beloved mother, wife 
and minister, passed away peacefully on December 2, 2020 in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota.  
She found great joy in her family and in her ministry, both of 
which benefited from her warmth, compassion and faith. 
 
She was born Susan Vaughn Hass in Omaha, Nebraska on Janu-
ary 29, 1939 to Victor and Gladys Hass. She graduated from 
Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa and lived throughout the Mid-
west, settling in Saint Paul with her family. She received a Master 
of Divinity from the United Theological Seminary and was an or-
dained minister in the United Church of Christ.  
 
She was happiest connecting to people in her community through 
her ministry and spending time at their cherished lake cabin in 
northwest Wisconsin.   
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OTHER DEATHS OF NOTE 

Steve Sorenson 
 
Sorensen, Steven Noel age 75, Minneapolis, passed away Nov 13, 
2020. Survived by wife, Karen; son, Todd (Julie); grandchildren, Ali, 
Matt and Jack; siblings, Sharon, Scott (Diane), Sue, and Sheldon (Lori). 
Graduate of St.Cloud St and U of M. Earned CPA. Employed by Ernst & 
Ernst (EY), St. Louis Park Med Ctr as controller.  
 
He built a successful CPA firm for 20 years before selling to and work-
ing for Lafayette-Plath. Steve was Financial Mgr for six retail stores he 
and Karen owned. He taught at St. Cloud State, St. Mary's University 
and United Theological Seminary. Steve was a generous volunteer. He 
held various boards and treasurer positions at First Congregational 
Church, a state level position, MN Council of Churches, NRP, and 
Southeast Seniors Block Nurse program. He sang in his church choir 
for 40 years  
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATIONS  
in the Minnesota Conference 

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Anoka  
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Austin 

Zwingli United Church of Christ, Berne** 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Brainerd  

United Faith Community, Buffalo 
 

St. Paul’s UCC, Delano 
The Congregational Church of Detroit Lakes 

Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth  
Pilgrim Congregational Church United Church of Christ, Duluth  

 
Edina Morningside United Church of Christ 

Union United Church of Christ, Elk River 
Falcon Heights United Church of Christ, 

 Congregational Church of Faribault 
 

First Congregational UCC, Grand Marais** 
Union Congregational UCC, Hackensack 
Mizpah United Church of Christ, Hopkins  

New Journey UCC, Hutchinson** 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ, Mankato  
 

First Congregational Church of Minnesota UCC,  
Minneapolis  

Linden Hills Congregational United Church of Christ,  
Minneapolis  

Living Table UCC, Minneapolis 
Lyndale United Church of Christ, Minneapolis  

Lynnhurst Congregational United Church of Christ,  
Minneapolis  

Mayflower Community Congregational UCC, 
 Minneapolis  

Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis  
Parkway United Church of Christ, Minneapolis  

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

Montevideo  
First Congregational United Church of Christ,  
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATIONS  
in the Minnesota Conference 

United Church of Christ in New Brighton  
First United Church of Christ, Northfield  

 
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ 

Peace United Church of Christ, Rochester  
The Congregational Church UCC, Rochester 

 
Peace United Church of Christ, Saint Cloud  

Union Congregational United Church of Christ,  
St. Louis Park  

 
Cherokee Park United Church, Saint Paul  

Hazel Park UCC, St. Paul 
Macalester-Plymouth United Church,  

Saint Paul  
Olivet Congregational UCC, St. Paul** 

St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ,  
Saint Paul  

St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Saint Paul  
 

Community United Church of Christ,  
Saint Paul Park  

New Spirit United Church of Christ, Savage  
Clark Memorial United Church of Christ,  

South St. Paul  
Grace Community United Church of Christ,  

South Saint Paul  
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, Stillwater 

 
Parkview UCC, White Bear Lake 

First Congregational United Church of Christ,  
Winona 

First Congregational United Church of Christ,  
Zumbrota  

 
                **Added since Annual Meeting 2017     
                           

United Faith Community in Buffalo, MN 
       

**Added since Annual Meeting 2021     
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5 for 5 Congregations 2022 

5 for 5 congregations donate to OCWM basic support and  the OCWM special 
funds: Strengthen the Church, One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in Need, 

and the Christmas Fund (formerly known as Veterans of the Cross). 

 
Bethlehem UCC, Maple Lake 

Chapel Hills UCC, Edina 
 

Circles of Faith UCC, Waubun 
Congregational Church of Faribault UCC 

 
First Congregational UCC, Alexandria 

First Congregational UCC, Anoka 
First Congregational UCC of Brainerd 
First Congregational UCC, Fairmont 
First Congregational UCC, Glencoe 

First Congregational UCC, Grand Marais 
 

First Congregational Church UCC, Hancock 
First Congregational UCC, Mankato 

First Congregational Church of MN, Minneapolis  
First Congregational of Moorhead 

First Congregational UCC, New York Mills 
First Congregational UCC, Princeton 

First Congregational Church, Zumbrota 
 

First United Church of Christ, Northfield 
Friedens UCC - County Line Church, Norwood Young 

America 
 

Granite Falls UCC 
Hazel Park Congregational UCC, Saint Paul 

 
Living Table UCC, Minneapolis 

Macalester Plymouth United Church, Saint Paul 
Mizpah UCC, Hopkins 
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5 for 5 Congregations 2022 

 
New Journey UCC, Hutchinson 

Olivet Congregational Church, Saint Paul 
Parkview United Church of Christ, White Bear Lake 

 
Peace UCC, Duluth 

Peace UCC, Minnesota Lake 
Peace UCC, Rochester 

 
St. Anthony Park UCC, Saint Paul 

St. John's UCC, Faribault 
St. John's UCC, New Albin 

 
St. Paul's UCC, Delano 
St. Paul's UCC, Plato 

St. Paul's UCC, Saint Paul 
 

The Associated Church, Owatonna 
The Congregational Church of Detroit Lakes UCC 

The Congregational Church UCC of Rochester, Minnesota 
 

Union Congregational Church UCC, Hackensack 
Union Congregational UCC, St. Louis Park 

 
United Church of Christ Gaylord 

United Church of Christ in New Brighton 
United Faith Community, Buffalo 

 
Zion UCC, Le Sueur 
Zoar UCC, Chaska 

 

 

Thank you! 




