
Leadership Gifts and Style   
The valuable lesson on leading I learned from my time serving in the 
military was the importance of communication that allows for clear 
focus on ministry where every one is included.  My leadership gifts fit 
into a smaller church settings where the Pastor has many different 
roles including service leading and visiting the community by bringing 
the church to them. 
 
Aspirations for Ministry  
My aspiration for Ministry is to serve United Protestant and settle into 
the Duluth area. Something I learned in other Ministry settings is that 
it takes time time to build relationships and trust in the community. 
This is something I look forward to at United Protestant as the church 
of my settled call.  
 
Spiritual Disciplines and Study 
My current Doctorate work is on writing a Christian theology that 
supports having a grounded spiritual connection to nature. I enjoy 
part time Ministry because it allows me to have time everyday to be 
outside in nature to nourish my spirit in the way I am writing on the 
topic.  
 
Ministry Passions 
My passion is for nature and Pastoral Ministry. I believe that in order 
to write a theology one needs to be able to articulate that from the 
pulpit every week. The pastoral setting teaches about the practical 
aspects of the Gospel message each week. It is a humbling experience 
to serve as a Pastor were you learn to be yourself and genuine. This is 
the essential expect I hope to also have in my passion for nature. It 
has been something there throughout my life. I am now learning how 
to celebrate it for the sake of God, creation and humanity. I have 
learned that by simply sharing my love for nature and Jesus this has 
evolved into a theology that I had been searching for throughout my 
discernment process. 
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Family  
I grew up in St James Minnesota, were most of my extended family 
currently resides including my mother and father. I have a brother 
that lives in Woodbury with his family and a sister that lives in St. 
James with her family. 
 
Education  
I have a four year Bachelors degree on Ministry from Crossroads 
College. My MDIV is from United Theological Seminary of the Twin 
Cities with a focus on UCC studies. I completed one unit of Social 
Justice Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). I am currently one year into 
my DMIN at United Theological Seminary. 
 
Vocational History 
I served Community Church of Walker UCC as my seminary  
internship. I also served two Churches, Church of Peace and Friedens 
Church in the Glencoe area, while I was finishing my MDIV. I am 
currently serving United Protestant Church in Morgan Park Duluth as 
a Licensed Minister. 
 
Other Employment or Ministry Related Work 
I served in the USMC for four years with the occupation of cook. This 
has also been my vocation in various settings since my enlistment, 
including being the Chef at United Seminary for two years. My other 
areas of vocation has been in natural settings, grounds keeping at a 
resort in the California Redwoods, landscaping and irrigation repair in 
the Denver area, and recently taking care of the native prairie at the 
former United Seminary Campus.  
 
Service and Community Involvement 
I served as a Cass County Sheriffs Chaplain for one year. I enjoy helping 
out with the local food shelf and meals on wheels when ever the 
opportunity is there.  
 

Theological Perspective 
I have studied a good amount of the process theology of Whitehead 

and Cobb and found it important to help us realize that through our 
belief and actions we are co creating with God in every moment 
through process. In this same way of practicality that is less 
theoretical and more gospel based I have been influenced by James 
Cone, Cornell West, and Howard Thurman. I believe in a theology that 
can especially speak to our time of suffering which we all go through 
in different ways. This is furthered by my favorite Gospel John that 
focuses on the humanity and love of Jesus. The core of these 
theologies is that we are created out of love by a loving God. This is 
the same theology I am working on for the environment. 

 
Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ 
I was fortunate to take my UCC Polity and History course online with 
students from Conferences across the country. I learned from this 
experience about how the UCC church works on the regional and 
national levels. This regional and national balance of the 
congregational and covenant parts of the UCC Church are essential in 
having a democratic Church that allows for continued growth in 
inclusion. This growing edge is also in the encouragement for each of 
us to realize our own personal theology in the ‘God is still speaking’ 
I believe that if more of the public actually knew about how personal 
freedom is great part of the UCC church there would be more interest. 
This is were I am called to serve the UCC church as a denomination 
that has an important role in the future of Christianity and the World. 


