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Leadership Gifts and Style 

I do not think that a “top down” leadership style is valuable. I enjoy talking 
with people and learning from them. Because of that, I feel that a 
collaborative leadership approach is best. I love being with my 
congregation, pushing them to grow and having them help me grow, and 
being on the journey of life with them. 

 

Aspirations for Ministry 

I love my congregation and I love being their part-time minister. Being 
from a small town, I enjoy a small-town congregation as there is diversity 
of age and thought and we have the ability to learn from one another. 

 

Spiritual Disciplines and Study 

We cannot thrive as humans without self-care. My practices are exercise, 
meditation, and yoga. I get to study scripture, literature, current events, 
and non-fiction books as I prepare my sermons. My study helps me to 
approach wholeness and I enjoy sharing those things that I have learned 
with others. I often publish my sermons in the local paper so that I can start 
discussions with the community. 

 

Ministry Passions 

I love pastoral care and being with people during good and bad times. It is 
important to be with people in church and it is important to be with people 
in the world. If I am helping people in their lives, my next goal is to help 
them move, if possible, to a happier and healthier way of being in the 
world. I believe that ministry has to be vital and important to people in 
their day-to-day lives. Since I am a part-time minister, and since I have 
another calling in addition to ministry, many of the issues that I face in the 
world—economics, fairness, justice—I try to bring to the forefront of my 
preaching. 



Family 

I am the seventh child of a family that lived in a number of small towns in 
Minnesota. I am a divorced father of two children (25 and 23) and I live in 
Minneapolis with my dog Scout and girlfriend Jennie. 

 

Education 

I received a BA in Philosophy from Carleton College in 1982, I received a 
JD from Hamline University School of Law in 1984, and I received a M.Div. 
from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in 2020. 

 

Vocational History 

I have the honor of being minister at First Congregational UCC Church of 
Zumbrota. I had my internship at that church and have been their called 
minister since 2020.  

 

Other Employment 

I have been a licensed attorney in Minnesota since 1985. I have a trial law 
practice in Bloomington. I am licensed to practice law in a number of states 
in addition to Minnesota. 

 

Service and Community Involvement 

Until I entered seminary, I was an active member of Plymouth 
Congregational Church in Minneapolis. I had a number of leadership roles 
within Plymouth. I taught Sunday school at Plymouth for approximately 
15 years. For the past 12 years I have volunteered at Volunteer Lawyers 
Network (VLN) in Minneapolis. I was housing court volunteer of the year 
for VLN in 2014 and volunteer of the year for VLN in 2015. For more than 5 
years I was a volunteer lawyer at Community Action Partnership of 
Hennepin County. I was a finalist for the Torch award for ethics given by 



the Better Business Bureau of Minnesota and North Dakota in 2013 and I 
was the Torch award winner for Minnesota and North Dakota in 2014. I 
have been a volunteer basketball coach in the Minneapolis Park Board. I 
have been a mock trial judge and moot court judge numerous times in 
Iowa and in Minnesota. I am seeking to be a volunteer for Lawyers 
Concerned for Lawyers. 

 

Theological Perspective 

I love theology and the ways that people in the world try to understand 
God and the place that God has in their lives. I am greatly influenced by 
Rudolf Bultmann and his demythologization and Sallie McFague’s work, 
particularly her work on metaphors. Because of their influence, I view 
scriptures as a series of stories that people have passed down about their 
experiences with God and the influence those experiences have on their 
lives.  

To me, the important issue is: how is God helping me in this life? Is God 
calling me to move to a new way of being in the world? 

 

Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ 

I have grown up in the UCC. My parents lived their lives according to the 
tenets of the UCC and I try to do the same. The principles of--extravagant 
welcome, being open and affirming, leadership in working for equality for 
women, people of color, and LGBTQ people, and being active in improving 
the world—these are the ideas that the UCC embodies for me and I want to 
be a part of that work.  


