Details for Visiting
Water Protector
Welcome Center with
MNIPL
Note: Water Protectors and Honor the Earth have put together an amazing
Water Protector Welcome Center website for all visitors to the camp and
construction area. Please especially review the “Arriving” section and “how
to be a respectful water protector” page if you are non-Native.
Purpose: We have been invited by Indigenous leaders as communities of faith
and spiritual practice to be present, helpful, and prayerful at the Water Protector
Welcome Center in Palisade, MN, whi ch is directly adjacent to the proposed
crossing under the Mississippi River of the Line 3 oil pipeline. It is an active
construction site, a place of creative resistance, a place of prayer, and a place to
build community for the Indigenous-led movement to protect land, water, and
climate for future generations. Our role is multifaceted but boils down to the
request from Indigenous leaders to join them in prayer at the river, to build people
power that is visible and grounded in our deepest values of moving toward a
hopeful future. We need all of us to stop this pipeline, and now is the time to
show up in solidarity.
COVID precautions: Do a personal assessment and temperature check before
you come. If you have been sick or have symptoms, please stay home. While
onsite, masks are required, and we will maintain 6-feet separation. Read more
here.
Arrive between 10 and 11 a.m. This timing is important as it will help us get
everyone settled in and oriented to camp and an overview of the day.
Address: The gathering site is located at 59057 Great River Rd, Palisade, MN
56469. Cell service can be spotty in rural areas of northern Minnesota, so print
out directions or set your GPS for offline access before you leave home. It is
about 20 minutes of driving up the Great River Road from Palisade. When you
arrive at the site, you can park along the public roadway. You may have to
park half a mile from the Welcome Center. There are ‘No Parking’ signs posted.
Note that the nearest gas station is over 15 miles away.

What to Bring: It is the wintry/spring season, so come prepared. We will be
entirely outside and practicing social distancing. Elders and others with special
needs will be accommodated in warming spaces as needed.
Bring warm clothes (such as hat, mittens, scarf, sunglasses, multiple layers and
coats, snow pants, warm socks, hand warmers and foot warmers) and boots
(conditions may be icy, muddy, or wet). Bring personal lunch, beverages, and
snacks. Bring a camp chair if you want to sit down during long periods of
standing.
Also bring multiple face masks, hand sanitizer, and toilet paper. There are
composting toilets for “going #2” and you can pee in the woods. Please be as
self-sufficient as possible. Pack in and pack out any food, water, first aid,
garbage, or other supplies you may need. Follow the “leave no trace” principles.
What we will be doing when there:
1. Prayer/Presence at the River-Prayer and presence is the heart of why
we are there. Amplify that message with Facebook posts, emails, and
pictures out to the broader world that will be useful
Use: #waterprotector #waterislife #stopline3 @MNIPL @Honorearth.
Remember part of our purpose in going is to return and tell the story.
2. Hold space at the construction site: chanting, singing, witnessing.
3. Roll up your sleeves and help at camp. Do the dishes. Chop the wood.
Help others park on the roadside. There may be other useful work that the
Camp asks of us.
Accessibility: Prayer will be held along the river. Access is via a 15-minute walk
down a steep hill with uneven, unpaved terrain. The parking area, general
gathering area, and construction site are more physically accessible and are
paved or relatively flat. However, you will not be able to view or hear the
ceremony from these locations.
Frontline Supply Drive: Water Protectors and supporters are on the frontlines of
the pipeline each day and need supplies. Please view (and share!) this google
doc for the most current supply wish list in Palisade. You could bring any of these
priority items to donate to the site, but your energy and presence is the real gift:
● Cash, dry firewood, gift cards to Holiday gas stations/Aldi/Costco, snacks,
oatmeal, pasta, maple syrup. Prepared/perishable foods may be welcome.
If you would like to donate other supplies while in the metro area, go through the
MN350 Frontline Supply Drive to get supplies to other water protector camps
across the line.
Departure: You are welcome to leave whenever you need or want to. We will
plan to depart camp by 4 p.m. to return home. It is invite-only to sleep at the

camp. People often stay at Big Sandy Lodge or Savanna State Forest (if you
want to make it a two day trip). A good practice is to set up a text chain with your
group so you can let your organizer know you made it home safely.
Followup: In order to halt the harm of Line 3 construction, we are going to need
a growing movement of people taking a stand in many ways. As a water
protector, we are asking after your visit for you to follow up in these ways-1. Share your story of witness and resistance as widely as you can:
a. Social Media: Post videos/photos on social media. Tag @MNIPL
(FB, Twitter) and Honor the Earth (FB, Twitter) and use the
hashtags #WaterIsLife #StopLine3.
b. Personal Conversations: Relationships are critical to transformative
change. Identify 2-3 people in your life who may be moved to Line 3
action to share your story with. Ask them their story, listen deeply,
and share from your heart.
2. Continue showing up
a. Send a list of your group’s emails to joe@mnipl.org to join an action
alert list for weekly updates.
b. Come again to the Welcome Water Protector Center- come in a
good way, and follow the leadership of Indigenous water protectors
as you are comfortable.
3. Donate
a. Support Indigenous-led frontlines resistance at
stopline3.org/take-action
b. Support interfaith organizing to Stop Line 3 at
mnipl.org/donate
c. Support legal fees to contest Line 3 permits at
friendsoftheheadwaters.org

Let’s take care of each other as we take care of our planet and #StopLine3

Note on law enforcement and visits to the frontlines
MNIPL is committed to hosting gatherings that honor the safety and consent of
all participants.
Visits to the Water Protector Welcome Center are intended to involve lawful
activities. We do not intend for participants to engage in any legal risk, and we do
not intend for participants to engage in activities that involve the presence of law
enforcement.
Toward that end, MNIPL will actively advise participants on the level of risk
various actions involve, as the situation around contested roadways, construction
areas, and even public land shifts with the presence of law enforcement.
Enbridge’s private security holds a 24/7 presence near the Welcome Center, and
law enforcement are frequently patrolling the private land near the Center. We
encourage participants not to speak with law enforcement or private security
personnel while visiting the Welcome Center. Because law enforcement officers
and Enbridge private security are actively surveilling water protectors, avoiding
conversations or interactions with law enforcement helps us to keep each other
safe in the movement. We also advise you to avoid displaying “Stop Line 3”
messages on the outside of your vehicle while traveling, and to obey all traffic
laws. This is a best practice to avoid interaction with law enforcement.
MNIPL offers support and solidarity to all water protectors. We recognize the
importance of the diversity of tactics being used in the movement to stop line 3,
and we respect the role of direct action and civil disobedience in struggles for
justice and liberation.
Our intention is to hold an open and welcoming space for people who yearn for a
world where water is sacred, where Native treaties are respected, and where
rural communities have access to safe and sustainable jobs. The nature of these
gatherings is peaceful and lawful, and are planned to avoid any heightened risk.

