
Week 2: Quiet & Bold
Additional Reflections for Leaders

by Rev. Emily Meyer, Director of The Ministry Lab

Our text for this week (Luke 2:39-52) is often rendered as a charming image of a boy teaching his elders, who
are willingly - eagerly - listening to the young one’s wisdom, rapt with attention and amazement. Our Gospel
reading from the RCL for this Sunday (Mark 8:31-38) relates a dichotomous story in which the adult Jesus
teaches his followers that these same elders, chief priests and scribes who marveled at his youthful wisdom
will now reject him and have him put to death. Peter (of course) rebukes him for this teaching, just to
double-down on the chastisement Jesus receives for speaking his truth.

With Tweens, Teens & Adults, you might explore:
● In which situation did Jesus have more authority, autonomy, and/or agency? (Exploring what these

words mean may be a helpful exercise.) Which situation feels more safe?
● How do you think Jesus felt when he was so eagerly heard by the elders in the Temple?
● How do you think Jesus felt when his statement about being rejected and put to death was rejected?

With any and all ages, you might explore:
● Have you ever said something that was hard for you to share and been made fun of, told to be quiet,

rejected or denied for saying it? How did that feel?
● What does “safety” mean or feel like for you, with regard to speaking your mind or sharing your story?
● In what settings, or with what people, do you feel safe to share your story?

These two stories are important counterpoints of the joys and sorrows of boldness: sometimes, when we are
bold, our truth/story is received with amazement, joy, wonder, and eagerness. Sometimes, the thing we need to
say, the truth we need to tell, the story we need to share, requires boldness precisely because it is the last
thing others want to hear.

With Littles and/or all ages:
● Think of a time you felt proud of what you said or art you shared. Was this pride based on how other

people responded, or did the confidence come from feeling good about what you were sharing - that it
was important, beautiful, meaningful, no matter what other people thought?

● Think of a time you felt badly for something you said or art you shared. Was this shame or guilt based
on how other people responded, or did the shame or guilt come from your own uncertainty about what
you were sharing - that it wasn’t true, right, helpful, or wise?

Practicing boldness is so important: it’s easier to share our story and speak our mind when doing so makes
everyone think and speak well of us. It’s another thing to have our truth lead to rejection, rebuking, or any of a
number of kinds of death. Practicing being bold helps us discern when, how, and why we share what we share,
so that we are bold to speak our truth when our soul or the world needs that truth to be spoken, and confident
enough in ourselves to hold our tongue when (like Thumper), we have nothing “nice” (i.e., necessary, wise, or
true) to say.

How do we know, or how can we learn to know, when what we want or feel compelled to say is
something that should be said?
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In this discussion it may be helpful to observe that Jesus does not only teach in the Temple. Verse 46 states
that when he is found, Jesus is, “sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.” Jesus first listens and asks questions,
then offers his own understanding and answers. Perhaps this is one of the great signs of Jesus’ wisdom: he
knows enough to ask questions and listen to others before offering his two-cents worth, even though his
two-cents worth is worth far more than two cents. Jesus is wise enough to accept and appreciate the wisdom
of others, without presuming that his own supersedes theirs.

Our practice this week teaches us to follow the child Jesus’ example: first we listen: to God, to the world, to our
elders, mentors, teachers, spiritual leaders; we listen first and when we have listened well, we will learn to
know what to speak - and when.

Reminders of the practice, or better yet, repeating this week’s practice in each gathering, is a wonderful way to
underscore the importance of listening before speaking.
You might also explore Quaker worship in which this practice of listening (or “expectant waiting”) is entered into
with “neither a determination to speak nor a determination to remain silent”, with the goal of offering the
wisdom of the Spirit as it is offered to you, and refraining from saying something that is not edifying to the
group, as a whole.

If initial attempts at speaking our truth are met with criticism, disdain or fear, it will become increasingly
challenging to speak our truth in future, and our voice may be lost. And while this loss is highly costly for
individuals who experience shaming, the loss is also high for society and community, collectively, for who will
speak truth to power, who will speak up for injustice, and who will speak into the void of apathy if no one has
learned to be bold?

For Littles:
Here’s a great place to read one or more of our suggested children’s books that focus on leaders and
visionaries whose voices have shaped history: their boldness changed the world!
And/or one of The Ministry Lab’s suggested children’s books for Raising Confident Kids.

For Tweens, Teens, and Adults:
Explore leaders who have been bold in what they say, how they act, or in sharing their art. Consider recent
examples like Amanda Gorman, Emma Gonzalez, Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, or Malala, or invite folks to dig into
history and find their own examples.

Our theme text also leads us to wonder about the difference between boldness and disobedience - and further
illustrates the importance of practicing boldness as a way to continuously discern between the two.

This is an important point to follow with Tweens, Teens, and Adults:
In the past year (and more), we have seen amazing displays of boldness as BIPOC and ally communities have
taken to the streets in protests, prayer vigils, and petitions to urge lawmakers across the world to create more
just and equitable systems.
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Can we discern and verbalize the difference between bold protests seeking systemic change and addressing
deeply-rooted, centuries-old social wrongs - and riots, based on falsehoods and led by entitled, empowered
individuals?
Can we see in these different outcomes the difference between “boldness” and “disobedience”?
This is a key reason to practice boldness: to learn how to discern Truth in ourselves and others and to
appreciate when others are courageously sharing their truth.

But what about his parents? Today’s parents might balk at this story: How could any loving parent not notice
that their child was missing for over a day’s worth of travel?

This question is heavy with white supremacy baggage and can lead us down all sorts of cultural and historical
avenues. This could be a great access point to the text - and to exploring raising bold, confident children - for
contemporary parents who, themselves, may need to listen carefully before speaking.

When he is found, Jesus’ reply feels incredulous and flippant, “Why wouldn’t you expect me to be in my
Parent’s house??” But there is Wisdom in this question, too: Jesus knows himself to be God’s child, and in that
knowledge knows that he is safe in God’s house among God’s people. And in that safety, he is free to share
his Truth in such profound ways that it amazes and astounds the elders listening to him - even if, later in life,
that same Truth will result in his rejection and death at the hands of these same leaders.

How can your faith community be a place where each individual becomes in their individual identity as a
Beloved Child of God and their collective belonging to the Body of Christ?
How can your faith community be a safe place for each individual to be fully themselves, knowing their whole
self belongs?
How can this awareness of belonging be nurtured to encourage free and open sharing from individuals that
furthers transformation toward becoming the Beloved Community?

All that being said, once found, Jesus obediently heads back to Nazareth with them and continues to “be
obedient to them”, presumably until he becomes an adult, since this is the only story we have of Jesus’
childhood and it ends with the brief transitional summary that, “Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in
divine and human favour”.

With Littles, Tweens, Teens, and Parents:
Consider the difference between “boldness” and “disobedience”. How was Jesus both bold and disobedient in
this story? Have you ever had to be disobedient in order to be bold? You might talk about safe boundaries.
How might listening to our elders help us establish safe spaces in which we can be bold? How might learning
from our children help us create more safe spaces for more children and increase our confidence as parents
and teachers?
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