
Leadership Gifts and Style   
As an Enneagram One, I have a work ethic that leads me to be 
prepared, thoughtful, and organized. While gathering an inclusive 
team, I hope to nurture each person’s unique gifts and to create an 
equitable and growth-minded setting. 
 
Aspirations for Ministry  
In addition to my ministry of hospice music therapy, I would like to 
extend my connection with people with dementia and their care 
partners by offering unique, participatory, and joyful worship 
experiences. I hope to partner with metro area churches to provide 
ongoing pastoral support for this population. 
 
Spiritual Disciplines and Study 
In order to have a full cup with which to do ministry, I often connect 
with nature. I love to walk around the lakes and parks of Minnesota. 
I have also devoted time and energy in treating Harry Potter as a 
sacred text. I lead a group of “Lyndalians” and United seminary 
colleagues to engage with these books through lectio divina, 
PaRDeS, havruta, Ignatian spiritual imagination, and other spiritual 
reading practices. I always leave these groups feeling revived and 
grateful. 
 
Ministry Passions 
Connecting with older adults, especially with those who have 
memory care needs, has become a passion. The church should 
utilize its resources to serve this population through worship and 
music. More broadly, as a member at Lyndale UCC my lens of 
responsible social justice work has broadened through participation 
in the Poor People’s Campaign and the Let’s Talk: White Privilege 
curriculum. While marching and praying with our feet can at times 
feel relentless and exhausting, the church offers hope and a vision of 
possibility. As church, we can do the work to bring the Kin-dom of 
God to fruition. 
 
 

 

Ecclesiastical Council 
November 9, 2020 - 2 p.m. 

Lyndale United Church of Christ  
Minneapolis, MN 

 
Introducing 

Claire M Klein, M.Div., MT-BC 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Family  
Hailing from Wisconsin, I grew up in Fond du Lac and Sheboygan. My 
two older brothers and I attended Catholic mass with my mom on 
Saturdays and the UCC churches where my dad served as minister on 
Sunday morning. I now live in Saint Paul with my boyfriend, Jacob, 
and dog, Remus. 
 
Education  

I graduated from the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities with a 
Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy and completed my internship 
under the tutelage of Dr. Deforia Lane at University Hospitals in 
Cleveland, OH. I felt called to seminary after several years of working 
as a Board-Certified Music Therapist, earning my Master of Divinity 
in 2019 from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. With 
the guidance of Rev. Dr. Sue Allers-Hatlie, I completed one unit of 
Clinical Pastoral Education, with experiences in hospice chaplaincy 
and incarcerated citizens at Minnesota Correctional Facility - 
Stillwater. For my pastoral internship, I served with Rev. Rick King at 
Falcon Heights UCC for one program year. 
 
Vocational History 
Working as a music therapist with AccentCare – Fairview Hospice 
gives me great fulfillment. I work with pediatric patients to people 
over 100-years-old. I provide music and sing to prompt story-telling 
and life reflection, play instruments and produce recordings to 
connect family members, and engage in relaxation exercises that 
promote rest and a peaceful environment. 
 

Previously, I served as the program director, music therapist, and 
volunteer coordinator at Gianna Homes, a memory care home in the 
west metro. It was here that I felt called to deepen my connection 
with people with dementia and their care partners through pursuing 
my seminary education. 
 
 
 
 

Other Employment or Ministry Related Work 
In addition to my music therapy work, I found great joy conducting 
the Merry Music Makers, a choir for adults with special needs, from 
2010 to 2015. I have also presided over numerous roles, including 
board president for the Music Therapy Association of Minnesota and 
co-chair of the American Music Therapy Association national 
conference in 2019. 
 
Service and Community Involvement 
Currently, I serve as Lyndale UCC’s vice moderator and will be 
installed as their moderator in January 2020. I love engaging in this 
vibrant spiritual community, from serving treats at coffee hour to 
participating in committees. I also sing with the Minnesota Chorale 
and coordinate tour arrangements for their sister organization, 
29:11. This group from Cape Town, South Africa seeks to spread 
messages of hope and reconciliation through music and personal 
connection. 
 

Theological Perspective 
The work of Dr. Sally McFague deeply resonates with me, especially 
for seeing the world as an interconnected web of being with a 
shared creation story.  Her work has strengthened my call to be a 
steward of the earth and of others.  We are all called to be 
transformed people who see each person as having significance, 
dignity, and worth.  Each person, plant, and animal is part of the 
Body of God.  I believe Jesus embodies what living in right 
relationship with others might be like as one who radically 
welcomes and seeks justice. 

 
Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ 
With extensive familial roots in the UCC, I am called by its prophetic 
witness toward justice and different ways of noticing God in our 
midst.  The UCC stands for peace, justice, and love.  I appreciate how 
the UCC allows people to question their faith and empowers its 
members to lift their own voices.   


