
Leadership Gifts and Style   
My leadership gifts include self-awareness, creativity, resilience, self-
confidence and comfort with visibility.  My style is collaborative.  I 
accept responsibility/accountability but enjoy working with and 
through others, empowering people in their strengths and finding 
delight in promoting their gifts. 
 

Aspirations for Ministry  
I would like to continue my work in chaplaincy as an ordained 
minister and look forward to the time when I may bless patients 
with holy oil and offer them communion.  I also plan to become 
more involved in justice ministry by advocating for the environment 
and for those who live with mental illness and/or substance 
disorders.  I’m also passionate about engaging with other cultures 
and have learned about struggle, tenacity, and courage from people 
I’ve met in El Salvador, Mexico, and Palestine, as well as from the 
Anishinaabe, Dakota, and Navajo peoples.  My aspirations for 
ministry involve continuing to listen with validation and learn from 
underserved populations so that I can better advocate for them. In 
many ways, those who live in poverty are prophets speaking to 
oppressive and unjust social systems. I believe that our current 
pandemic is highlighting the ramifications of generational trauma 
and poverty. 
 

Spiritual Disciplines and Study 
My spiritual practice includes worship at Peace Church and 
participating in church community events. I also find spiritual 
nourishment in nature and enjoy kayaking, hiking, and biking, 
especially with my dog.  When I look over Lake Superior, I can’t help 
but be filled with deep peace and prayerfulness as I reflect on the 
splendor of God’s creation.  
 

Ministry Passions 
I am passionate about respecting people wherever they’re at on 
their faith journey.  This includes those who identify as atheist or 
agnostic. I am equally passionate about respecting religious diversity 
and love it when different religious traditions unite in prayer and 
collaboration in support of common goals.  
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Family  
I am a mother and a grandmother. My son Jason, daughter-in-law 
Elize, and three grandchildren, Hannah, Elisabeth and Madeline live 
in Belgium.  My sister and her husband live in Sacramento, CA.  As 
for me, I live with two furry angels:  my pooch, Wilma Grace and 
kitty Oliver.  I also consider several close friends as family.   
 
Education  

I received an Associate Degree in Finance from Western Technical 
College and a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from 
Viterbo University, both in Lacrosse, WI.  I earned a Master’s in 
Pastoral Theology from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN 
and a D. Min. from United Theological Seminary in New Brighton, 
MN.  UTS also awarded me an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity.  In 
addition, I have been through the Chaplain Residency Program at 
HealthEast Hospital in St. Paul.  I have a graduate certificate in 
Holistic Health from St. Catherine University in Minneapolis, MN and 
am a Certified Healing Touch Practitioner. 
 
Vocational History 
My initial profession was banking. I gradually shifted toward ministry 
when I became the Director of Food Procurement at a local food 
bank in Missouri. When I moved back to Minnesota, I worked as a 
youth minister before finally becoming a chaplain. I’ve been working 
as a chaplain at Essentia Health for the past ten years.  Currently I’m 
assigned to several different units that include Oncology, 
Neurotrauma and Behavioral Health. Previously I worked on 
Burn/ICU and Medical Surgical. I am also a member of the Ethics 
Committee and teach Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction to 
patients in Adult Partial Behavioral Health.   

 

Other Employment or Ministry Related Work 
I’ve worked in Youth Ministry at St. John the Evangelist in Little 
Canada, MN for nearly nine years.  Prior to that, I worked as a youth 
counselor at St. Joseph’s Home for Children in Minneapolis, MN for 
three years. Early in my work career I also was a hospice volunteer in 
Columbia, MO. 

 
Service and Community Involvement 
I have been involved with the Hildegard House in support of women 
who have suffered violence and sexual exploitation. Tragically Duluth 
is a hub for sex trafficking, and women from the Ojibwe community 
are often targeted.  I plan to delve into learning more about how I 
can assist staff at Hildegard House in their mission to help women 
recreate their lives. 
 

Theological Perspective 
God reveals God’s self through all of creation, as well as through 
Jesus, Scripture, tradition and scientific discovery.  I also believe 
God’s revelation is interpreted through the lens of culture and is 
present in other religious traditions and nature-based spiritualities 
as well. Ultimately, I believe God reveals God’s self through loving 
relationships that express compassion, truth, and justice for all 
including our precious earth. 
 
Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ 
My call to ordination in the United Church of Christ has involved 
prayerful discernment and personal introspection along with 
encouragement and affirmation from many others.  These “others” 
include ordained ministers, chaplain colleagues, seminary professors 
as well as hospital staff, patients and families.  I have also 
experienced a mysterious and persistent nudge in my heart to 
become an ordained pastor. 
 
I perceive my calling as two-fold; first to the United Church of Christ 
and then to ordained ministry.  My longing for a faith practice that is 
inclusive of all, no matter where they are on their faith journey, has 
led me to the United Church of Christ where I feel spiritual 
authenticity and the freedom to embrace my call to ordination.   
 
 


