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Listening Session Summary
Last weekend, May 30-31, 2009, about 200 people from 42 local churches participated in five Pilgrim Point Camp Listening Sessions. Eight members of the Board of Directors facilitated the conversations. Staff members functioned as scribes and process observers. 

Each of the gatherings began with participants listing what they hoped would emerge from the conversation.  The primary hopes were these: 

· That vital ministry with children and youth will continue to take place (and - for many of the          participants - that Pilgrim Point Camp will be part of this);

· That Pilgrim Point Camp can be saved to provide joy, beauty and spirit for years to come;

· That greater understanding will be achieved about what is happening and why; clarity will be gained about the Board decision and how we got here; confidence given that the Board has considered all options;

· That we can come together to find new vision and new possibilities for outdoor ministries.

Certain themes emerged repeatedly and in various ways and might be summarized as follows:

· Concern for how the decision was made

· Questions about the extent to which this decision has been driven by money vs. mission/ministry

· Concern for the costs/outcomes of suspending operations

· Perception that this action seems sudden and extreme and the desire for an interim option

· Confusion about the money - particularly about the Ashley Endowment, e.g. - who makes the decisions about how these dollars are allocated and what are the criteria?

· Suggestion to borrow against the Ashley or borrow against the property

· Management concerns of various sorts

· Marketing concerns and a widespread conviction that we should do this better and in more places

· Fundraising - persuasion that people are willing to give to Pilgrim Point Camp; recommendation of consideration of a major fundraising campaign

· Camp strengthens UCC identity of persons who participate and that Pilgrim Point Camp is an important part of MN UCC identity

· Camp is a place for smaller churches to do programming for children and youth

· Camp is a place of faith formation and vocational calling

· Camp is a place to express our concern for "going green" and for environmental stewardship

One of the blessings of sharing perspectives and ideas is that a number of constructive suggestions emerged.  
1)  Several proposed that we make an effort to get younger children involved in camping (e.g., third through eights grades) - when competition from specialty camps and school activities is not yet intense.  Others, however, worried that there are greater safety concerns with younger children.  
2) A number of participants urged paying attention to and learning from camps that ARE succeeding.  
3) We heard support for a shortened camping season in 2010 and/or a desire to make it possible for churches of the Minnesota Conference UCC to rent the camp during the summer of 2010.  
4)  We were encouraged to develop partnerships with other organizations or agencies.  
5)  A few proposed that we sell part of the camp to provide several years of running money. 
 
In general, there was encouragement to establish a process that would permit more input from a wider audience. 
 
Finally, several concerns were raised that warrant naming. 
1) The difficulty of securing the property, particularly from lakeshore entry.
2) The loss of relationships, particularly for those who have met annually at Pilgrim Point.
3) That the camp will be sold.
 
Participants were genuinely concerned about how children and youth will be ministered to through the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.

Number of Churches represented:  (42) 

            Ada, Faith
            Alexandria, First Congregational
            Anoka, First Congregational
            Austin, First Congregational
            Benson, Pilgrim
            Bertha, Faith UCC
            Brainerd, First Congregational UCC
            Detroit Lakes, The Congregational Church
            Edina, Edina-Morningside
            Fairmont, First Congregational
            Falcon Heights UCC
            Freeborn UCC
            Gaylord UCC
            Granite Falls UCC
            Hopkins, Mizpah
            Le Sueur, Zion UCC
            Mankato, First Congregational
            Maple Grove, Pilgrims
            Maple Lake, Bethlehem
            Millville, Grace
            Minneapolis, First Congregational
            Minneapolis, Lyndale
            Minneapolis, Mayflower
            Minneapolis, Parkway
            Minnesota Lake, Peace UCC
            New Brighton UCC
            New Ulm UCC
            Norwood Young America, St. John'sUCC
            Robbinsdale UCC
            Rochester, Congregational
            Rochester, Peace
            St. Louis Park, Union
            St. Paul, Cherokee Park United Church
            St. Paul, Hazel Park UCC
            St. Paul, St. Anthony Park UCC
            Sauk Centre, First United
            Sherburn, First Congregational UCC
            Stillwater, St. Peter's UCC
            Wadena, First Congregational UCC
            Waubun, Circles of Faith
            Welcome, St. Paul's UCC
            Zumbrota, First Congregational

Numbers of persons present:
            Alexandria Session        65
            Maple Grove Session     29
            Rochester Session        27
            Gaylord Session            30
            New Brighton Session    46
 
            Total:  197 people

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. We celebrate and pray for the 40 members of Peace UCC, Duluth, who are going to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS, from June 6-13 to do construction and repair work.  Pastor Kathy Nelson expressed regret at not being able to attend the Conference Annual Meeting, but is excited to be part of this group which includes 20 adults, 20 youth, and a number of experienced contractors.

2. We celebrate as the Minnesota Conference moves into a weekend of hard work alongside renewal at its 2009 Annual Meeting.

2009 Annual Meeting
To all MN Conference Annual Meeting Participants:
It's almost time! We are in the final planning stages for the MN Conference Annual Meeting this June and we're asking for help from participating churches.
 
We will be celebrating Communion and would like each of the churches to bring their serveware: a chalice, a plate, and a pitcher. Pottery, silver, baskets - whatever your church uses to share in the feast. Each of the many round tables in our worship space will have a different look, but surely we will share the same spirit! 
 
Please label your serveware (it may not end up on the table where you are sitting). Please bring it to the Annual Meeting Planning Work Group room adjacent to the Conference Meeting Room, Gorecki Center Upstairs.

Also we are asking each church to bring a candle for the center of table; one that will burn well for an hour or so.  Any shape or color...Please label and leave in the same spot (AMPWG room adjacent to our Conference Meeting Room, Gorecki Center Upstairs). And please remember to retrieve your serveware and candle on Sunday after the closing service.
 
We look forward to joining hearts and minds and souls!
Please e-mail Rev. Dana Mann dana@elkriverucc.org with questions or for further information.
________________________________________

Am I My Brother's Keeper?: Sacred Conversations on Race An Evening to Build Community
through Poetry, Spoken Word and Prose
 
The Emmaus Team invites you to an after hours event on Friday night at the Annual Meeting.  We will be celebrating and exploring our work with Sacred Conversations on Race through poetry, spoken word and Prose.  Enzi Tanner from Sprit of the Lakes will be the MC and will be sharing some of his spoken word.  Come and listen, come and bring a piece to share, come and meet new and old friends who are walking on the journey toward Emmaus.
________________________________________
GET PAID TO STAY HEALTHY!

In our efforts to gain participation for the myhealthIQ wellness exam available to UCC (Non-Medicare) Members at the Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting we would like to provide you with the below link to make reservations to attend the exam. Please click https://www-secure.pbucc.org/healthy_stewards.asphere to reserve a spot for your wellness exam or contact Camale Allen, Wellness Administrator at callen@pbucc.org or by phone at 800.642.6543, ext. 2872 today! Please visit www.ucc.org to learn more about this exciting wellness offering!
Philippines Update
On Monday, June 1, our partners in the Southeast Mindanao Jurisdiction (SEMJur) celebrated their 11th anniversary as one of 6 jurisdictions in the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP).  The Minnesota Conference's partnership with SEMJur began in 1987 when then Association Minister Bob Bergfalk toured Mindanao and returned with an interest that was shared with the conference through the Philippine Partnership Task Force.  The Mindanao Jurisdiction (the equivalent of a Conference in the UCC) was divided into two Jurisdictions in 1998, SEMJur and the Northwest Mindanao Jurisdiction, making for a more manageable ministry, one which allowed the wider church to better serve the local churches and the local churches to maximize their resources.  At the time of the formation of the two new jurisdictions, our local Task Force chose to continue its partnership activity with SEMJur.
 
Asked to send a solidarity message on behalf of the conference, a letter offered for their celebration said, in part, "We give thanks and celebrate the partnership that has been forged between our Conference and SEMJur.  It is a covenant to which we have been called by God, a covenant through which we share the challenges and hopes, the drams and fears, the needs and gifts, of a people called to bear witness to justice and peace in the face of intimidation, threat and death...  With you, we remain committed to that cause." 
Seeking your UCC stories
Do you have a story to tell about why you love the UCC? OR why you give to Friends of the Conference? The Our Church's Wider Mission Team is collecting brief video testimonials at the Annual Meeting. We will be filming during breaks on Saturday June 6.  If you would like to offer your story, please contact Jane McBride to arrange a time: janemcbride@juno.com or 612-598-2432.

Outdoor Ministries Team Blog
Visit the Outdoor Ministries Team's "Save Our Camp" blog.

Children and Youth Formation News
Youth Ministry Leader Training & Retreat
for Clergy & Lay Leaders (18 and older)
August 28-30, 2009 | Pilgrim Point Camp in Alexandria, MN
$100 for the first person/church, 
$75 for additional team members
Registrations are due by August 1, 2009
Find Registration forms by clicking here.
_____________________________________________

the Minnesota Conference presents the Fall 2009 CYE:
Pluralism: Putting God in More than One Box
October 9-11 or 16-18 | Pilgrim Point, Alexandria, MN
Early Registration: $75/youth, $50/adult
Registration after September 14 - $85/youth, $60/adult
Deadline for all registrations is October 2, 2009
Youth registration form is available by clicking here.
Adult registration form is available by clicking here.
_____________________________________________


We need to hear from you! Please take 15 minutes to complete this survey if you volunteer or are staff working with youth, are a young adult (19-30) or are a youth. This survey is being done by the national setting of the UCC but information from the MN Conference respondents will be sent to us to better serve the youth, young adults and leaders in our 139 churches in the MN Conference. Many thanks to those who have already filled out the survey. 

http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com  

Please forward this on to youth, young adults or youth leaders in your congregation. Your help is huge!
(BTW - there is a contest among the 39 UCC Conferences for responses and we are still in the lead, but by only 1 with Northern California coming on strong!)
Immigration Task Force
The Minnesota Conference has just formed an Immigration Task Force, charged with developing a faithful response to the immigration crisis which reflects UCC national Synod and MN Conference resolutions and other faith-based initiatives. Task Force members are needed from outside of the Metro area, including churches in communities with immigrant populations.

Meeting times and places will be oriented around members' needs. Please prayerfully consider if you or someone you know is called to form part of this important new initiative! 
For information about next steps, please contact Rev. Loren McGrail at lorenmcgrail@mac.com or 612-724-3611.

Justice and Witness News
Energy Audit Grants Now Available from 
Your Justice Witness Team

 
Congregations are invited to apply for grants to help pay for energy audits of your public-church building, offices, etc.  The audits must be performed by a recognized and qualified firm.  Firms that do this will vary depending on your location. though often your local power or energy company has an audit program.  Use the standard grant application form to apply, including full information about the firm that will do the audit.  Applications for reimbursement of all or some of the cost of a 'very' recently completed energy audit will be considered.  Fund are awarded congruent with the funding policies of the Justice Witness Team.  

For a copy of these policies, contact Rev. John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).  These policies will soon be posted on the JW Team page at the Conference web site.

Pilgrim Point Camp News
Pilgrim Point Camp will host a new workshop this fall. Come and "Sing the New Century" with us the weekend of October 3rd. Arthur G. Clyde, Union Congregational Church St. Louis Park, will led us in singing from the The New Century Hymnal with accompaniment of Diane Alveshere, First Congregational Alexandria on the keyboard. Come and stay overnight or just for the day of the workshop on Saturday. Lunch will be provided. Visit the Pilgrim Point Camp website to download a brochure with the registration form. 

Going to General Synod?
If you are planning to go to General Synod, please let Alison Bents (alisonb@uccmn.org) know.  This will allow us to look for one another in Grand Rapids, to make contact about sharing experiences on River City Saturday, and gather for meals and/or a group photo.  Thank you!

Office Closed
The office of the Minnesota Conference will be closed on Monday, June 8th.

Upcoming Events
God and Service Award
Members and friends of the Minnesota Conference are invited to celebrate Rev. Elizabeth Mahan's receipt of the God and Service award.  The award will be presented on Wednesday, June 10 during the 10:30 am worship service at Ebenezer Ridges Care Center Chapel located at 13820 Community Drive in Burnsville.  The God and Service Award is given for Liz's service to the Boy Scouts of America and the United Church of Christ.  Please contact Liz at 952-898-8428 if you need more information. 

St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul invites you:
1) Join us this Sunday, June 7th for "Grand Old Day" - strolldown Grand Ave. (near Victoria Crossing) for a great out-door get-together with store and food vendors.  St. Paul's UCC has a tent, on Milton and Grand Ave., near the church and we'd love to have you stop by.  
 
2) Join us for our Evensong Service with Harp & Dulcimer this Sunday, June 7th, 5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - we gather in a circle in the Narthex for a  beautiful, contemplative service of Iona, Taize' song and prayer service. 
 
3) Consider joining our staff as a Children's Ministry Coordinator - a concentrated 8 hour position with focus on Sunday programming for Faith Formation.  We're building an exciting ministry with Godly Play, a Sacred Story Tent and  arts focused learning.  Please contact the church for more information at 651-224-5809.
or contact Rev. Norma Rae Hunt, sppastor@comcast.net.  This position will begin sometime in August.

Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities presents its annual:

Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts
Tuesday through Friday, June 9-12, 2009
9:00 AM - 3:45 PM
The Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts provides a place to expand our awareness and knowledge about the intersections of art and religion. Participants are offered an opportunity to explore those intersections in their personal lives and faith communities. For full-day attendance, participants select one of two morning workshops and one of two afternoon workshops. For half-day attendance, participants select either one morning workshop or one afternoon workshop. For either, the theme of the workshop selected indicates the theme for all four days of study.

Workshops 
1.Bibliodrama - Marilyn Salmon
2.Exploring the Landscape of Art and Reconciliation - Chuck and Peg Carlson-Hoffman*
3.Playing with Art to Create Poems of Vision and Spirit - Susan Deborah (Sam) King
4.Creating Significant Worship: Weaving Together Imagination and Practical Skills - Arthur Clyde 

COST/CEUs
Participants can receive CEUs. Inquire at check-in.
Full-day Registration
Fee: $225
Full-time seminary student: $75
Half-day registration
Fee: $150
Full-time seminary student: $50
*There is an additional $15 supply fee for the workshop Exploring the Landscape of Art and Reconciliation. 
 

MORE INFORMATION AND Registration
www.unitedseminary.edu/CommunityPrograms/summerinstitute.asp or 651.255.6138.

Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Honoring and Remembering
Fallen & POW/MIA Heroes

Central Presbyterian Church
500 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota
Saturday June 13, 2009 - 9:00 a.m.
As part of the Minnesota Honors Vietnam Era Veterans celebration, special time has been dedicated for the families of our fallen heroes and POW/MIA heroes to join together for an inter-faith prayer service. This service will enable families to meet and get to know others who have experienced the same loss. This time will also allow us to give thanks for, to praise and honor these heroes. 

All Families of Minnesota Vietnam era fallen and POW/MIAs are invited.

Families can register by sending an email to: MNVietnamHeroes@gmail.com.

A registration form and more information about the prayer service will follow. A complete schedule of events is available at: www.MNHonorsVietnamVets.org

For more information on the prayer service contact:
Merrilee Carlson, Mother of Sgt. Michael Carlson, KIA 1/24/2005 Iraq @ Merrilee@FamiliesUnitedMission.com Ph: 651-319-1194

Familias Unidas/United Families
Familias Unidas/United Families

A Community event and vigil urging a stop to the separation of families.  

Sunday, June 14th, 2:30pm
Incarnation Church, 3800 Pleasant Ave S, Mpls, MN

The Interfaith Coalition on Immigration invites you to attend this historic upcoming event on immigration in our community:

Families United is a 20 city national tour led by Rep. Guiterrez from Illinois and leader of the Hispanic Congressional Caucus. Guiterrez will be joined by Rep. Keith Ellison and other MN legislators, community members and faith leaders. The event will highlight the impact of our broken immigration system on families and the moral imperative to change it. We will hear first hand testimonies from multiple immigrant communities. The event will include music and dance from our diverse community and prayers for healing and justice from our faith leaders. Please join us and become part of the movement for humane immigration reform.

Check out the flyer by clicking here, For more information about the event, please contact; Familias Unidas/United Families MN Committee briana.familiasunidas@yahoo.com 

For more information about the Interfaith Coalition on Immigration, please contact Rev. Loren McGrail at interfaithonimmigration@gmail.com
Power & Boundaries Training - Save the Dates!
This training is offered on three different dates in three different regions of Minnesota. All sessions are from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Lunch and materials are included.

· Thursday, October 8th 2009 - Fergus Falls, MN

· Thursday, October 22nd 2009 - Hinckley, MN

· Thursday, November 5th 2009 - Lakeville, MN

For more information or to register contact Aundrea Billings at aundrea.billings@mnchurches.org or 612-230-3236 or visit www.mnchurches.org
Employment Opportunities
Organist & Choir Director
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ seeks Organist and Choir Director to lead the music ministry of the congregation. Additional information available by clicking here. We are an Open and Affirming congregation. Visit www.sapucc.org to learn about us.
 
Send cover letter and resume by June 30, 2009 to:  

Organist/Choir Director Search
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ
2129 Commonwealth Ave, St. Paul MN  55108 
or Rev. Victoria Wilgocki at pastor@sapucc.org.

Seeking Children's Ministry Coordinator
Join up with the creative energy unfolding at St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul as we seek to revitalize the ministry of this congregation. We're located in a vibrant city neighborhood and seek to nurture our small band of children and reach out to more families in our area.
If you have:

· passion for children,

· creative energy especially around music, arts and drama,

· interest in Godly Play and Our Whole Lives,

· ability to connect well with adults who teach and shepherd,

· relevant background, experience and/or professional study in education and/or Christian education,

· desire to be part of an emerging progressive faith community,

· limited time but dedicated commitment to an 8 hour starting position with a Sunday morning focus,

You may be the right match at this time in the life of our faith community. We're looking for you! Position to begin in August with competitive pay.
 
Please contact the church office at spoffice@comcast.net or 651-224-5809 to receive an application. Contact Rev. Norma Rae Hunt, Lead Pastor for Revitalization with questions at: sppastor@comcast.net or 651-224-5809.

Seeking Minister of Education
First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC is searching for a Minister of Education. This position seeks experience and dedication to the education of children and youth and an ability and willingness to work with and support teachers. We are searching for a person with experience in Christian Education or a deep commitment to learning more. This could be accomplished through consultations, taking a course or  other creative ways. 

The task of faith formation for children requires creative energy and passion and an excitement for working with kids. This is a permanent, part-time position of 20 hours per week for 10 months each year, with salary and benefits. If this sounds interesting to you, please send a brief resume to:

First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 Eighth Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Or to the Rev. James Brasel, at jbrasel@firstchurchmn.org. 
Closing date for receiving resumes is June 20, 2009.

Supply Pastor needed
Medford Congregational UCC seeks 3- 6 month, part-time supply Pastor for on-going preaching, teaching, worship ministry, and pastoral care.  We are more "conservative/traditional" and appreciate a warm personal style.  Candidate must have or obtain current boundary training and background checks.  Contact Elena Larssen (elenal@uccmn.org or 612-871-0359) to submit profile or learn more.
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