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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".

	Volume 5, Number 20                                             20 May 2009
News of the Conference
2009 Annual Meeting
Don't forget to register for the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference!

Together, we will be renewed!
_________________________________________

I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church
Order your copies of I Refuse to Lead A Dying Church, by Annual Meeting 2009 keynote speaker Paul Nixon, and get a 20% discount through Pilgrim Press! 

Book orders can be placed by following this link to UCC Resources for 20% off - Sale price is $13.60. (You may call 800.537.3394 to order by phone, also for 20% discount.)

To assist with the study program outlined in the book, you may find the following demographic tool useful: http://www.ucc.org/vitality/ready-set-grow/know-community-culture/online-demographic-tools.html
_________________________________________

Volunteer Opportunity @ 
Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting (June 5-7, 2009)
Three to five adult volunteers are needed for the childcare program at this year's Annual Meeting! We will have between 7 and 10 kids ranging in age from 3 years old through Jr. High.  Volunteers are needed for all three days (or a combination of days). Benefits include interacting with some wonderful kids in our conference and paid lodging and meals!
 
Please contact Grace Anderson, Lead Childcare Coordinator ASAP to volunteer or to ask any questions at 651-367-9547 (cell) or 651-698-9301 (home).
_________________________________________

To all MN Conference Annual Meeting Participants:
It's almost time! We are in the final planning stages for the MN Conference Annual Meeting this June and we're asking for help from participating churches.
 
We will be celebrating Communion and would like each of the churches to bring their serveware: a chalice, a plate, and a pitcher. Pottery, silver, baskets - whatever your church uses to share in the feast. Each of the many round tables in our worship space will have a different look, but surely we will share the same spirit! 
 
Please label your serveware (it may not end up on the table where you are sitting). Please bring it to the Annual Meeting Planning Work Group room adjacent to the Conference Meeting Room, Gorecki Center Upstairs.

Also we are asking each church to bring a candle for the center of table; one that will burn well for an hour or so.  Any shape or color...Please label and leave in the same spot (AMPWG room adjacent to our Conference Meeting Room, Gorecki Center Upstairs). And please remember to retrieve your serveware and candle on Sunday after the closing service.
 
We look forward to joining hearts and minds and souls!
Please e-mail Rev. Dana Mann dana@elkriverucc.org with questions or for further information.
Outdoor Ministries Team Blog
Visit the Outdoor Ministries Team's "Save Our Camp" blog.

Children and Youth Formation News
Youth Ministry Leader Training & Retreat
for Clergy & Lay Leaders (18 and older)
August 28-30, 2009 | Pilgrim Point Camp in Alexandria, MN
$100 for the first person/church, 
$75 for additional team members
Registrations are due by August 1, 2009
Find Registration forms by clicking here.
_____________________________________________

the Minnesota Conference presents the Fall 2009 CYE:
Pluralism: Putting God in More than One Box
October 9-11 or 16-18 | Pilgrim Point, Alexandria, MN
Early Registration: $75/youth, $50/adult
Registration after September 14 - $85/youth, $60/adult
Deadline for all registrations is October 2, 2009
Youth registration form is available by clicking here.
Adult registration form is available by clicking here.
_____________________________________________


We need to hear from you! Please take 15 minutes to complete this survey if you volunteer or are staff working with youth, are a young adult (19-30) or are a youth. This survey is being done by the national setting of the UCC but information from the MN Conference respondents will be sent to us to better serve the youth, young adults and leaders in our 139 churches in the MN Conference. Many thanks to those who have already filled out the survey. 

http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com  

Please forward this on to youth, young adults or youth leaders in your congregation. Your help is huge!
(BTW - there is a contest among the 39 UCC Conferences for responses and we are still in the lead, but by only 1 with Northern California coming on strong!)
Immigration Task Force
The Minnesota Conference has just formed an Immigration Task Force, charged with developing a faithful response to the immigration crisis which reflects UCC national Synod and MN Conference resolutions and other faith-based initiatives. Task Force members are needed from outside of the Metro area, including churches in communities with immigrant populations.

Meeting times and places will be oriented around members' needs. Please prayerfully consider if you or someone you know is called to form part of this important new initiative! 
For information about next steps, please contact Rev. Loren McGrail at lorenmcgrail@mac.com or 612-724-3611.

Justice and Witness News
NEW! Updated! Earthwise Church Award Series
Your Justice and Witness Team has four new ways your congregation can be recognized for its 'green' efforts.   All congregations are encouraged to engage the 'green church / Earthwise' challenge at whatever their level of readiness and resources.

  The Earthwise Award Series:
1. Green Church
2. Earth Church
3. Earthwise Commitment
4. Earthwise Congregation
  

The series is intended to support, guide, and assist congregations as they move forward with their 'green church' programs.  This program is a first effort.  When in doubt about your eligibility, tell us your story by applying for the recognition.  Please, include at least 3 (and no more than 6) digital photographs illustrating your congregations green church - Earthwise commitments and accomplishments.
 
Even if your church has already been recognized, if you have kept at it or expanded your efforts, apply again: celebrate your success and share your commitment with your Conference community.  Our goal is to someday honor every Minnesota Conference Congregation with one of these awards.  Some day we will all be green!
 
For more information, a guide to this new series, and ideas for becoming an 'Earthwise' congregation, download the packet from the Justice and Witness page of the Conference web site - Earthwise Expectations, Green Ideas, and Green-Earthwise Recognition Series. You may also request information by contacting JW Team member, John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).
 
Due Date: May 15, 2009.  Since this recognition series is new and late in the lead-up to the annual meeting, later applications will be accepted and evaluated if possible.

______________________________________

Energy Audit Grants Now Available from 
Your Justice Witness Team

 
Congregations are invited to apply for grants to help pay for energy audits of your public-church building, offices, etc.  The audits must be performed by a recognized and qualified firm.  Firms that do this will vary depending on your location. though often your local power or energy company has an audit program.  Use the standard grant application form to apply, including full information about the firm that will do the audit.  Applications for reimbursement of all or some of the cost of a 'very' recently completed energy audit will be considered.  Fund are awarded congruent with the funding policies of the Justice Witness Team.  

For a copy of these policies, contact Rev. John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).  These policies will soon be posted on the JW Team page at the Conference web site.

Church World Service update
Church World Service helps 
displaced families in Pakistan
"Pakistan is in the eye of the storm," says Wajahat Latif, senior program advisor with Church World Service in Pakistan, where hundreds of thousands of families have been forced from their homes by fighting between the Pakistani military and Taliban forces, in the northwest.  
 
With a 60-year history in the affected region, CWS is working to meet the needs of some of the uprooted families by providing family shelter kits and food kits, and hopes to be able to expand its assistance in the weeks ahead, reports Latif.
 
John Javed, who founded the CWS health program in nearby Mansehra, Pakistan, and is now a CWS regional staffer organizing CROP Hunger Walks in the U.S. notes, "With donations from our local communities in the U.S., CWS can help prevent this situation from becoming a humanitarian disaster."

One of the primary deliverers of relief and recovery assistance after the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan, and with long-term presence and relationships, Latif say CWS is again in a strong position to help meet current and long-term recovery needs.  Expertise that exists among CWS staff at the Mansehra health post could be expanded to provide medical outreach through several mobile health clinics to serve families displaced by the fighting.  

CWS, perhaps best known for its community-based CROP Hunger Walks and Blankets+ program, is urgently requesting congregational offerings at this time. Contributions to support CWS emergency response and recovery efforts may be made online at www.churchworldservice.org, by phone (800.297.1516), or sent to Church World Service, P.O. Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515.

Upcoming Events
Interfaith Opportunity @ St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul 
Wednesday, May 20
900 Summit Ave., St. Paul
6:00 PM simple, organic meal; 6:30 program
 
St. Paul's "Journey of Faith" series hosts guest speaker Tamim Saidi this Wednesday night on the topic of Islam. Please join us for a simple, organic meal at 6:00pm and for the program from 6:30-7:35pm.
 
Tamim Saidi was born in Afghanistan and spent the first part of his teenage years in Afghanistan. As a teenager, he was forced to leave Afghanistan and escape to Pakistan by himself.  He lived there for approx. 2 years, as a refugee. He came to America in 1990.  After completing high school, he attended community college and subsequently received his Doctor of Pharmacy degree from U of MN in 1998. He currently works as a Consultant Pharmacist.
 
He has been involved in many community activities, including youth mentorship, Muslim Youth of MN, Sunday school, Muslim Student Associations, former member of Council of Trustees of Islamic Center of MN, President of Muslim Youth Leadership Award, and V.P. of Islamic Resource Group.  IRG is an educational organization, dedicated to break myths, misunderstandings and stereotypes about Islam and Muslims in MN. IRG has educated over 60,000 Minnesotans, through schools, Universities, churches, hospitals, clubs, police departments, and businesses.

Ecclesiastical Council
ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL for SHUJI MORIICHI
Tuesday, May 26 at 12:00 PM
(lunch served at 11:30 AM)
St. Mark's United Church of Christ
8630 Xerxes Ave. S., Bloomington, Minnesota 55431


Delegates from churches and clergy of Conference are urged to attend.  Local churches are encouraged to list this event in the Sunday bulletin.

To ensure a quorum for the council, please RSVP to the church 952-831-3949 or stmarksucc@comcast.net.
Anyone who wishes to have lunch before the Council is requested to so indicate with the RSVP.

2009 Pre-Annual Meeting ONA Gathering
The ONA Gathering is not until June 4-5 - but registration is due May 29th!  It's coming right up!  


You are invited to join friends, colleagues, and seekers at the Second Annual Gathering of ONA Churches, "The Greatest of These is Love," just prior to Annual Meeting.  We are particularly excited about the keynote on Friday morning:  "The Center Holds:  The Bible, Love and Marriage," given by Carolyn Pressler and Sue Ebbers--partners, colleagues, and theologians--who will challenge the notion, beloved of the religious right, that there is one biblical view of marriage and family, and ask:  given the absence of such a "biblical view", what help can we find in the Bible for just and loving understandings of marriage?  Those who attended the recent ONA Worship at Maple Grove UCC heard Carolyn's lively workshop presentation, and are anticipating a rich and provocative session.  

Here is a link to the brochure and registration materials.  Come and be part of the fellowship of and with the UCC LGBT community - sing, eat, worship, laugh and learn.

Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities presents its annual:

Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts
Tuesday through Friday, June 9-12, 2009
9:00 AM - 3:45 PM
The Summer Institute in Spirituality and the Arts provides a place to expand our awareness and knowledge about the intersections of art and religion. Participants are offered an opportunity to explore those intersections in their personal lives and faith communities. For full-day attendance, participants select one of two morning workshops and one of two afternoon workshops. For half-day attendance, participants select either one morning workshop or one afternoon workshop. For either, the theme of the workshop selected indicates the theme for all four days of study.

Workshops 
1.Bibliodrama - Marilyn Salmon
2.Exploring the Landscape of Art and Reconciliation - Chuck and Peg Carlson-Hoffman*
3.Playing with Art to Create Poems of Vision and Spirit - Susan Deborah (Sam) King
4.Creating Significant Worship: Weaving Together Imagination and Practical Skills - Arthur Clyde 

COST/CEUs
Participants can receive CEUs. Inquire at check-in.
Full-day Registration
Fee: $225
Full-time seminary student: $75
Half-day registration
Fee: $150
Full-time seminary student: $50
*There is an additional $15 supply fee for the workshop Exploring the Landscape of Art and Reconciliation. 
 

MORE INFORMATION AND Registration
www.unitedseminary.edu/CommunityPrograms/summerinstitute.asp or 651.255.6138.

Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Honoring and Remembering
Fallen & POW/MIA Heroes

Central Presbyterian Church
500 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota
Saturday June 13, 2009 - 9:00 a.m.
As part of the Minnesota Honors Vietnam Era Veterans celebration, special time has been dedicated for the families of our fallen heroes and POW/MIA heroes to join together for an inter-faith prayer service. This service will enable families to meet and get to know others who have experienced the same loss. This time will also allow us to give thanks for, to praise and honor these heroes. 

All Families of Minnesota Vietnam era fallen and POW/MIAs are invited.

Families can register by sending an email to: MNVietnamHeroes@gmail.com.

A registration form and more information about the prayer service will follow. A complete schedule of events is available at: www.MNHonorsVietnamVets.org

For more information on the prayer service contact:
Merrilee Carlson, Mother of Sgt. Michael Carlson, KIA 1/24/2005 Iraq @ Merrilee@FamiliesUnitedMission.com Ph: 651-319-1194

Creating a Culture of Peace
"CREATING A CULTURE OF PEACE: INTERFAITH RETREAT IN ACTIVE NONVIOLENCE"

Sponsored by MN Fellowship of Reconciliation; and the St. Paul Interfaith Network

June 12-14, 2009
Hospitality Place Retreat Center
Circle Pines, MN
Friday, 5pm - Sunday, 2pm

for information contact:  Rev. Don Christensen at 651-690-2609; rachelanddon@msn.com
Enrollment limited; registration deadline, May 22, 2009

Power & Boundaries Training - Save the Dates!
This training is offered on three different dates in three different regions of Minnesota. All sessions are from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Lunch and materials are included.

· Thursday, October 8th 2009 - Fergus Falls, MN

· Thursday, October 22nd 2009 - Hinckley, MN

· Thursday, November 5th 2009 - Lakeville, MN

For more information or to register contact Aundrea Billings at aundrea.billings@mnchurches.org or 612-230-3236 or visit www.mnchurches.org
Employment Opportunities
Organist & Choir Director
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ seeks Organist and Choir Director to lead the music ministry of the congregation. Additional information available by clicking here. We are an Open and Affirming congregation. Visit www.sapucc.org to learn about us.
 
Send cover letter and resume by June 30, 2009 to:  

Organist/Choir Director Search
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ
2129 Commonwealth Ave, St. Paul MN  55108 
or Rev. Victoria Wilgocki at pastor@sapucc.org.

Seeking Children's Ministry Coordinator
Join up with the creative energy unfolding at St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul as we seek to revitalize the ministry of this congregation. We're located in a vibrant city neighborhood and seek to nurture our small band of children and reach out to more families in our area.
If you have:

· passion for children,

· creative energy especially around music, arts and drama,

· interest in Godly Play and Our Whole Lives,

· ability to connect well with adults who teach and shepherd,

· relevant background, experience and/or professional study in education and/or Christian education,

· desire to be part of an emerging progressive faith community,

· limited time but dedicated commitment to an 8 hour starting position with a Sunday morning focus,

You may be the right match at this time in the life of our faith community. We're looking for you! Position to begin in August with competitive pay.
 
Please contact the church office at spoffice@comcast.net or 651-224-5809 to receive an application. Contact Rev. Norma Rae Hunt, Lead Pastor for Revitalization with questions at: sppastor@comcast.net or 651-224-5809.

Seeking Minister of Education
First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC is searching for a Minister of Education. This position seeks experience and dedication to the education of children and youth and an ability and willingness to work with and support teachers. We are searching for a person with experience in Christian Education or a deep commitment to learning more. This could be accomplished through consultations, taking a course or  other creative ways. 

The task of faith formation for children requires creative energy and passion and an excitement for working with kids. This is a permanent, part-time position of 20 hours per week for 10 months each year, with salary and benefits. If this sounds interesting to you, please send a brief resume to:

First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 Eighth Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Or to the Rev. James Brasel, at jbrasel@firstchurchmn.org. 
Closing date for receiving resumes is June 20, 2009.
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