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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!  The registration cost will increase after May 5th.  

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".
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Message from the Conference Minister

I rejoice this week in the full-flowering of spring in the places I live and move and have my being.  Early morning walks include a chorus of birds singing in joyous call and response, while the flowering trees and blooming flowers immodestly flaunt their beauty and color.  We are in the fifth week of Easter and evidence of life triumphing over death surrounds us.

This is true in Conference life as well.  The staff met Monday to identify those who will be invited to be coaches for the Vitality Initiative Pilot (VIP) pastors and churches. In those congregations and others, folks are reading Martha Grace Reese's Unbinding the Gospel or Paul Nixon's I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church as a first invigorating step of going deeper in faith and reaching out in new ways.  

A Facebook page has come into being with hundreds of folks, many of them young, sharing their love for Pilgrim Point Camp and investing in new ways in the ministry of the Conference. E-mails and phone calls about the Board of Directors action - some expressing concern and disapproval, others offering support and understanding - arrive daily. My deep hope is that this difficult vote and budget recommendation will result in a wide and constructive conversation about the challenges and opportunities of faithfully being church and wisely being stewards in this context in the 21st century.  Though we will not always agree, I pray that all will commit to listen to each other respectfully and to have a common purpose of discerning and responding to God's calling.  Stay tuned and engaged as together we move through this process.

At its May meeting the Board approved the formation of a Global Partnership Team, incorporating the ministry of the Philippines Task Force and committing to expanding our connections with neighbors in ministry around the globe.  It also authorized an Immigration Task Force to express love and justice to neighbors closer to home.

We learned last week that our fall convocation on Becoming an Intergenerational Church can be open to all.  A generous Brown Grant makes it possible for us to host Rev. Ben Guess, UCC Director of Communications, at Christ the King Retreat Center (Buffalo) on October 1-2 on the theme Communicating across the Generations and Rev. Carol Howard Merritt, author of Tribal Church for a one-day workshop at United Theological Seminary on October 30 on Ministering to the Missing Generation.  Brown Grants are restricted to authorized ministers, but others may participate if they pay the full fee.  Watch for more information in the days ahead, but mark your calendars now!  To get to know Ben, go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHik6S8cIEU. Two documents arrived this week, one from the Massachusetts Conference entitled Boundary Awareness Issues for Clergy in the Areas of Electronic Communication, including Electronic Social Networking, and the other from the Connecticut Conference, called Internet Safety Guidelines.  And an AP article released May 6 reveals the dramatic, indeed breath-taking, increase in the number of young people not likely to go to church and having no religious affiliation.  Read the full story by clicking here. How fortunate we are that Ben and Carol will be among us to help us talk with one another about these important matters!

An ecclesiastical council was held yesterday at Mayflower Community Congregational UCC, Minneapolis, where Kathy Itzen was unanimously approved for ordination (pending a call) as an authorized minister of the United Church of Christ.  Sunday I'll join Sue Wedge (First Congregational UCC, Zumbrota) from the Committee on Ministry in Granite Falls and Montevideo for the installation of Rev. Richard Fylling.  Rev. Rich Wagner, Associate Conference Minister, will be at St. Peter's UCC, Stillwater, walking with them as they anticipate ending a ministry with co-ministers Rev. Bob Beck and Rev. Ruth Beck and move into a season of transition. Meanwhile, at Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis, a large class will graduate from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities!

There is plenty to fret and be sad about, but there is also much for which we give thanks.  As we move toward Pentecost, let us be open to the magnificent ways the Spirit is moving among us!

Karen Smith Sellers
Conference Minister

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. We hold in our thoughts and prayers the following five persons who will be traveling to the Church House in Cleveland this weekend to participate in a process of discernment about whether conference ministry might be a possible future calling for them:  Rev. Paul Bauch (Peace UCC, Rochester), Rev. David Lindsey (Lynnhurst UCC, Minneapolis), Rev. James Pennington (Spirit of the Lakes UCC, Minneapolis), Rev. LaTeasha Richardson (Grace UCC, St. Paul) and Rev. T. Michael Rock (Robbinsdale UCC).  We rejoice in this opportunity for vocational assessment and clarification and give thanks for their continuing faithful ministries among us.

2. We offer prayers for Rev. Eugene Jaberg (New Brighton UCC), retired from the faculty of United Theological Seminary, who is experiencing health issues and will soon undergo surgeries.  

3. We received with sadness the news that Wilys Claire Nelson, long-time member of First Congregational Church of Minnesota UCC, Minneapolis, who represented the Minnesota Conference UCC on the Board of Directors of the former Office for Church Life and Leadership of the United Church of Christ, has begun to receive in-home hospice care from Casa de la Luz Hospice in Tucson, AZ.  Husband Jim Nelson, retired Professor of Christian Ethics at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities writes with eloquence and grace of her decision and of her persistent courage, good humor, and deep faith.  We offer profound thanks for Wilys Claire's life-time of witness to the power and possibility of lay ministry and for her ordained ministry as a chaplain at Abbott Northwestern Hospital.

4. We continue to hold in thought and prayer our partners in ministry at St. Charles United Church of Christ, following a devastating fire.  Our Rochester churches are responding with ministries of presence and support.

5. We give thanks for the ministry of Rev. Hillary Freeman, who serves through the community justice program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches.  A program exploring her ministry with released adult inmates will be aired on Monday, May 18 on KFAI from 7:00-8:30 pm.

6. We rejoice with the congregations of Granite Falls United Church of Christ, First Congregational United Church of Christ in Montevideo, and Rev. Richard Fylling as they celebrate a service of installation on Sunday, May 17th, 4:00pm at Granite Falls UCC (210 9th Ave, Granite Falls, MN 56241). All are invited to attend, and clergy are invited to wear red stoles. For more information contact the church directly at 320-564-2442.

2009 Annual Meeting
Don't forget to register for the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference!

Together, we will be renewed!
_________________________________________

I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church
Order your copies of I Refuse to Lead A Dying Church, by Annual Meeting 2009 keynote speaker Paul Nixon, and get a 20% discount through Pilgrim Press! 

When you use Paul's 4-week program with members of your congregation, beginning your study any time through the end of May, you are eligible to meet with Paul face-to-face on Thursday, June 4, for a two hour consultation time, at Mayflower Community UCC in Minneapolis. Take up to 4 persons to this special session for the minimal registration fee of $40! This workshop consultation is offered only to those churches who have begun (or completed) the 4-week program outlined in the book. It will not be offered at Annual Meeting, June 5-7, at the College of St. Benedict. Find registration forms here.

Book orders can be placed by following this link to UCC Resources for 20% off - Sale price is $13.60. (You may call 800.537.3394 to order by phone, also for 20% discount.)
Outdoor Ministries Team Blog
Visit the Outdoor Ministries Team's "Save Our Camp" blog.

Children and Youth Formation News
A Children and Youth Ministry 
Leaders Swap Meet
May 14 from 11-1:30pm 


Bring your best success program or event from this past year written out (with a few extra copies), extra stuff you think someone else might find useful or a story of how God worked in the lives of your children/youth or leaders this past year. We will swap our stuff, our successful resources and our stories. Lunch is provided, just come and celebrate summer is coming! We will be hosted at Macalester-Plymouth in St. Paul (1658 Lincoln Ave).  

_____________________________________________

Youth Ministry Leader Training & Retreat
for Clergy & Lay Leaders (18 and older)
August 28-30, 2009 | Pilgrim Point Camp in Alexandria, MN
$100 for the first person/church, 
$75 for additional team members
Registrations are due by August 1, 2009
Find Registration forms by clicking here.
_____________________________________________

the Minnesota Conference presents the Fall 2009 CYE:
Pluralism: Putting God in More than One Box
October 9-11 or 16-18 | Pilgrim Point, Alexandria, MN
Early Registration: $75/youth, $50/adult
Registration after September 14 - $85/youth, $60/adult
Deadline for all registrations is October 2, 2009
Youth registration form is available by clicking here.
Adult registration form is available by clicking here.
_____________________________________________


We need to hear from you! Please take 15 minutes to complete this survey if you volunteer or are staff working with youth, are a young adult (19-30) or are a youth. This survey is being done by the national setting of the UCC but information from the MN Conference respondents will be sent to us to better serve the youth, young adults and leaders in our 139 churches in the MN Conference. Many thanks to those who have already filled out the survey. 

http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com  

Please forward this on to youth, young adults or youth leaders in your congregation. Your help is huge!
(BTW - there is a contest among the 39 UCC Conferences for responses and we are still in the lead, but by only 1 with Northern California coming on strong!)
Power & Boundaries Training - Save the Dates!
This training is offered on three different dates in three different regions of Minnesota. All sessions are from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Lunch and materials are included.

· Thursday, October 8th 2009 - Fergus Falls, MN

· Thursday, October 22nd 2009 - Hinckley, MN

· Thursday, November 5th 2009 - Lakeville, MN

For more information or to register contact Aundrea Billings at aundrea.billings@mnchurches.org or 612-230-3236 or visit www.mnchurches.org
Immigration Task Force
The Minnesota Conference has just formed an Immigration Task Force, charged with developing a faithful response to the immigration crisis which reflects UCC national Synod and MN Conference resolutions and other faith-based initiatives. Task Force members are needed from outside of the Metro area, including churches in communities with immigrant populations.

Meeting times and places will be oriented around members' needs. Please prayerfully consider if you or someone you know is called to form part of this important new initiative! 
For information about next steps, please contact Rev. Loren McGrail at lorenmcgrail@mac.com or 612-724-3611.

Justice and Witness News
NEW!! Updated! 
Earthwise Church Award Series

Your Justice and Witness Team has four new ways your congregation can be recognized for its 'green' efforts.   All congregations are encouraged to engage the 'green church / Earthwise' challenge at whatever their level of readiness and resources.

  The Earthwise Award Series:
1. Green Church
2. Earth Church
3. Earthwise Commitment
4. Earthwise Congregation
  

The series is intended to support, guide, and assist congregations as they move forward with their 'green church' programs.  This program is a first effort.  When in doubt about your eligibility, tell us your story by applying for the recognition.  Please, include at least 3 (and no more than 6) digital photographs illustrating your congregations green church - Earthwise commitments and accomplishments.
 
Even if your church has already been recognized, if you have kept at it or expanded your efforts, apply again: celebrate your success and share your commitment with your Conference community.  Our goal is to someday honor every Minnesota Conference Congregation with one of these awards.  Some day we will all be green!
 
For more information, a guide to this new series, and ideas for becoming an 'Earthwise' congregation, download the packet from the Justice and Witness page of the Conference web site - Earthwise Expectations, Green Ideas, and Green-Earthwise Recognition Series. You may also request information by contacting JW Team member, John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).
 
Due Date: May 15, 2009.  Since this recognition series is new and late in the lead-up to the annual meeting, later applications will be accepted and evaluated if possible.
 

* * * * * * * * *
Energy Audit Grants Now Available from 
Your Justice Witness Team

 
Congregations are invited to apply for grants to help pay for energy audits of your public-church building, offices, etc.  The audits must be performed by a recognized and qualified firm.  Firms that do this will vary depending on your location. though often your local power or energy company has an audit program.  Use the standard grant application form to apply, including full information about the firm that will do the audit.  Applications for reimbursement of all or some of the cost of a 'very' recently completed energy audit will be considered.  Fund are awarded congruent with the funding policies of the Justice Witness Team.  

For a copy of these policies, contact Rev. John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).  These policies will soon be posted on the JW Team page at the Conference web site.

Pilgrim Point Camp News
There is still plenty of time to register for all the wonderful programs at Pilgrim Point Camp. If you haven't received a brochure it is available for viewing on line or give us a call (320-763-6549) and we'll mail a copy to you today.
 
You can also find the latest Pilgrim Point Newsletter "News From the Point" on line. The ice is off of the lake and the beach will be ready to go soon. Summer is on its way!!!
 
There is still a need for chaplains and counselors and health officers so give us a call if you'd like a fulfilling week of ministry at Pilgrim Point. You'll be tired at the end of the week but you'll know that you've had a good week. 

News from the Resource Center
Planning your fall programming?   Visit our website and click on DVDs to find references to many of our newer media curriculum.  For example, you may consider using one of our many DVDs about prosperity, ecology and compassion, which are shown here! Contact info@resourcesforthejourney.org or call 612-870-0861 or 888-293-9901 for assistance.

Resource Center for Churches
122 W Franklin Ave #2, Minneapolis, MN 55404

Upcoming Events
2009 Pre-Annual Meeting ONA Gathering
The ONA Gathering is not until June 4-5 - but registration is due May 29th!  It's coming right up!  


You are invited to join friends, colleagues, and seekers at the Second Annual Gathering of ONA Churches, "The Greatest of These is Love," just prior to Annual Meeting.  We are particularly excited about the keynote on Friday morning:  "The Center Holds:  The Bible, Love and Marriage," given by Carolyn Pressler and Sue Ebbers--partners, colleagues, and theologians--who will challenge the notion, beloved of the religious right, that there is one biblical view of marriage and family, and ask:  given the absence of such a "biblical view", what help can we find in the Bible for just and loving understandings of marriage?  Those who attended the recent ONA Worship at Maple Grove UCC heard Carolyn's lively workshop presentation, and are anticipating a rich and provocative session.  

Here is a link to the brochure and registration materials.  Come and be part of the fellowship of and with the UCC LGBT community - sing, eat, worship, laugh and learn.

Creating a Culture of Peace
"CREATING A CULTURE OF PEACE: INTERFAITH RETREAT IN ACTIVE NONVIOLENCE"
Sponsored by MN Fellowship of Reconciliation; and the St. Paul Interfaith Network


June 12-14, 2009
Hospitality Place Retreat Center
Circle Pines, MN
Friday, 5pm - Sunday, 2pm

for information contact:  Rev. Don Christensen at 651-690-2609; rachelanddon@msn.com
Enrollment limited; registration deadline, May 22, 2009

Employment Opportunities
Organist & Choir Director
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ seeks Organist and Choir Director to lead the music ministry of the congregation. Additional information available by clicking here. We are an Open and Affirming congregation. Visit www.sapucc.org to learn about us.
 
Send cover letter and resume by June 30, 2009 to:  

Organist/Choir Director Search
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ
2129 Commonwealth Ave, St. Paul MN  55108 
or Rev. Victoria Wilgocki at pastor@sapucc.org.
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