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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!  The registration cost will increase after May 5th.  

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".

	Volume 5, Number 18                              06 May 2009
Message from the Conference Minister, 
Conference Moderator and Conference Vice-Moderator

 
After hours of difficult deliberation, the Board of Directors voted at its meeting last Saturday, May 2, to suspend operations at Pilgrim Point Camp, effective at the end of the 2009 camping season.  Members of the Board are currently working to make available detailed information about this decision, which will appear in the May 27 edition of COMMAntary and then be posted on the website.  Additionally, the Board anticipates an hour of plenary time at the Annual Meeting - from 4:30 - 5:30 pm on Friday, June 5 - to explain this action and to respond to questions. Members of the Board will also be available at a Saturday afternoon Annual Meeting workshop.
 
To be sure, the recent collapse of the financial markets contributed to the urgency of this choice. The Ashley Endowment, which by Board vote (November 2006) provided "up to $100,000 annually for the creation and support of a full-time position to be called Pilgrim Point Camp Managing Director," fell below its received value of $6.7 million last September.  In March 2008 it was worth approximately $7.5 million; at the end of March 2009 it was valued at $4.8 million.    
 
In fiscal 2008, budget deficits at Pilgrim Point Camp required $25,000 from Conference operating funds in addition to the $100,000 from the Ashley Endowment.  Projections point to an even larger gap between Camp revenues and expenditures for the 2009 camping season.  Because selling depreciated assets will further erode the value of the Ashley Endowment and slow its growth, the Conference Finance Committee and Board of Directors face hard choices about wise and faithful use of resources to cover the anticipated costs of supporting the Camp during the current year.
 
The Board also took into consideration the data gathered as a first-step toward the development of a business plan for the Camp.  That information revealed a declining number of youth campers - from about 500 in the year 2000 to about 300 last year.  It also showed that only about one third of Conference congregations utilize the camp.  The four local churches with the largest Sunday Schools do not send youth to the week-long programs. Indeed, youth from seven churches comprise 56% of those that participate in these camps. (The full report by David Kettering is available for review at www.uccmn.org.)
 
The changing patterns of participation are not limited to Pilgrim Point Camp, but are part of much larger demographic and cultural shifts.  Rev. John Roschen has helped us to see how the growth and decline of church camps is associated with the institutional "pig moving through the python" effect created by the Baby Boomer generation.  Many church camps were purchased forty to sixty years ago as the "Boomers" were in elementary and junior high school and at a time when enrollment in UCC Sunday Schools was high.  Today, far fewer youth are in our Sunday schools.  Church camps of other denominations in Minnesota (Episcopal, Methodist, etc.) are facing similar challenges, as are UCC camps across the United States.
 
As you receive this information, the Board of Directors asks you to keep in mind the following:
 
1. The Board vote is to suspend operations at Pilgrim Point Camp at the end of the 2009 camping season.  No decision has been made about the property, except to make arrangements for its security.  
2. The Christian faith formation and discipleship of children and youth is a core strategic priority of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ, and the Board is committed to allocating limited resources in ways that fulfill this goal faithfully and effectively.
 
This is the 50th anniversary year at Pilgrim Point Camp, and plans are being made to acknowledge and celebrate a half-century of rich and transforming ministry in joyful and fitting ways at the Annual Meeting and throughout the summer of 2009. 
 
We give thanks for your understanding and support, and we welcome your questions.
 
Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister
Rev. Mark Kuether, Conference Moderator
Dr. Lisa Lindesmith, Conference Vice-Moderator

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. We ask your prayers as the Minnesota Conference UCC delegates to General Synod meet this Saturday at Mayflower Church in Minneapolis.  To learn more about General Synod, visit www.ucc.org/synod.  

2. We rejoice that Rev. Anita Bradshaw (Mayflower, Minneapolis) and our Minnesota Conference representative to the Office of General Ministries of the United Church of Christ, has been elected chair of that governing body and will serve on the Executive Council of the United Church of Christ.  Congratulations, Anita.

3. We give thanks for the Leadership in Koinonia (LinK) events made possible by a generous scholarship through Local Church Ministries and for the recent participation of Karen Evenson in a gathering at the Church House in Cleveland for Licensed Ministers from the West Central Region.  Karen is a member at Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Benson, and serves the Congregational UCC, Ortonville and First Congregational UCC, Graceville.

2009 Annual Meeting
Don't forget to register for the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference!

Together, we will be renewed!
_________________________________________

I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church
Order your copies of I Refuse to Lead A Dying Church, by Annual Meeting 2009 keynote speaker Paul Nixon, and get a 20% discount through Pilgrim Press! 

When you use Paul's 4-week program with members of your congregation, beginning your study any time through the end of May, you are eligible to meet with Paul face-to-face on Thursday, June 4, for a two hour consultation time, at Mayflower Community UCC in Minneapolis. Take up to 4 persons to this special session for the minimal registration fee of $40! This workshop consultation is offered only to those churches who have begun (or completed) the 4-week program outlined in the book. It will not be offered at Annual Meeting, June 5-7, at the College of St. Benedict. Find registration forms here.

Book orders can be placed by following this link to UCC Resources for 20% off - Sale price is $13.60. (You may call 800.537.3394 to order by phone, also for 20% discount.)
Swine Flu Information
Minnesota Conference UCC Volunteer Disaster Response Coordinator, Rev. Robert Broeder, forwarded this information from the national disaster response ministries:
"Friends,
We are all hearing reports on the Swine Flu in the United States. Linked here is a document with links to the CDC that has practical and useful information. Please note that it is a practical guide that would be followed for any outbreak of infectious disease.
Peace,
Florence Coppola, Executive, National Disaster Ministries"

We also received the following information from the Minnesota Council of Churches:
"In all of the hysteria by the media about the pandemic flu, we wanted to get information out to you that may be helpful information for local congregations - places where people gather together.

Please find these two useful pieces linked: 

Basic Facts on Swine Flu from the CDC
What You Can Do about the Swine Flu from the CDC"
Outdoor Ministries Team Blog
Visit the Outdoor Ministries Team's "Save Our Camp" blog.

Children and Youth Formation News
Middle School Road Tour - Last Stop!
Saturday, May 9 -9:30-3:00pm

Peace Church, Duluth 

1111 East 11th Ave N, Duluth, MN  55805

Only $5/person includes lunch!

RSVP your group by May 5 with Wade at 
612-871-0359 or wadez@uccmn.org
 

The day includes FOOD, GAMES, WORSHIP and...

Bryan Sirchio & Sheltered Reality!

 

Things to note:

· Peace Church is willing to host your group Friday night before the event, contact Paul Van Antwerp at paul@peacechurch.org before May 2 to make arrangements

· Attend 3 Road Tour Events and get a FREE "ROADIE" T-SHIRT!!

· Many thanks to the Ashley Fund for making this event possible!

_________________________________

A Children and Youth Ministry 
Leaders Swap Meet
May 14 from 11-1:30pm 


Bring your best success program or event from this past year written out (with a few extra copies), extra stuff you think someone else might find useful or a story of how God worked in the lives of your children/youth or leaders this past year. We will swap our stuff, our successful resources and our stories. Lunch is provided, just come and celebrate summer is coming! We will be hosted at Macalester-Plymouth in St. Paul (1658 Lincoln Ave).  

_____________________________________________

Youth Ministry Leader Training & Retreat
for Clergy & Lay Leraders (18 and older)
August 28-30, 2009 | Pilgrim Point Camp in Alexandria, MN
$100 for the first person/church, 
$75 for additional team members
Registrations are due by August 1, 2009
Find Registration forms by clicking here.
_____________________________________________

the Minnesota Conference presents the Fall 2009 CYE:
Pluralism: Putting God in More than One Box
October 9-11 or 16-18 | Pilgrim Point, Alexandria, MN
Early Registration: $75/youth, $50/adult
Registration after September 14 - $85/youth, $60/adult
Deadline for all registrations is October 2, 2009
Youth registration form is available by clicking here.
Adult registration form is available by clicking here.
_____________________________________________


We need to hear from you! Please take 15 minutes to complete this survey if you volunteer or are staff working with youth, are a young adult (19-30) or are a youth. This survey is being done by the national setting of the UCC but information from the MN Conference respondents will be sent to us to better serve the youth, young adults and leaders in our 139 churches in the MN Conference. Many thanks to those who have already filled out the survey. 

http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com  

Please forward this on to youth, young adults or youth leaders in your congregation. Your help is huge!
(BTW - there is a contest among the 39 UCC Conferences for responses and we are still in the lead, but by only 1 with Northern California coming on strong!)
Immigration Task Force
The Minnesota Conference has just formed an Immigration Task Force, charged with developing a faithful response to the immigration crisis which reflects UCC national Synod and MN Conference resolutions and other faith-based initiatives. Task Force members are needed from outside of the Metro area, including churches in communities with immigrant populations.

Meeting times and places will be oriented around members' needs. Please prayerfully consider if you or someone you know is called to form part of this important new initiative! 
For information about next steps, please contact Rev. Loren McGrail at lorenmcgrail@mac.com or 612-724-3611.

Justice and Witness News
NEW!! Updated! 
Earthwise Church Award Series

Your Justice and Witness Team has four new ways your congregation can be recognized for its 'green' efforts.   All congregations are encouraged to engage the 'green church / Earthwise' challenge at whatever their level of readiness and resources.

  The Earthwise Award Series:
1. Green Church
2. Earth Church
3. Earthwise Commitment
4. Earthwise Congregation
  

The series is intended to support, guide, and assist congregations as they move forward with their 'green church' programs.  This program is a first effort.  When in doubt about your eligibility, tell us your story by applying for the recognition.  Please, include at least 3 (and no more than 6) digital photographs illustrating your congregations green church - Earthwise commitments and accomplishments.
 
Even if your church has already been recognized, if you have kept at it or expanded your efforts, apply again: celebrate your success and share your commitment with your Conference community.  Our goal is to someday honor every Minnesota Conference Congregation with one of these awards.  Some day we will all be green!
 
For more information, a guide to this new series, and ideas for becoming an 'Earthwise' congregation, download the packet from the Justice and Witness page of the Conference web site - Earthwise Expectations, Green Ideas, and Green-Earthwise Recognition Series. You may also request information by contacting JW Team member, John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).
 
Due Date: May 15, 2009.  Since this recognition series is new and late in the lead-up to the annual meeting, later applications will be accepted and evaluated if possible.
 

* * * * * * * * *
Energy Audit Grants Now Available from 
Your Justice Witness Team

 
Congregations are invited to apply for grants to help pay for energy audits of your public-church building, offices, etc.  The audits must be performed by a recognized and qualified firm.  Firms that do this will vary depending on your location. though often your local power or energy company has an audit program.  Use the standard grant application form to apply, including full information about the firm that will do the audit.  Applications for reimbursement of all or some of the cost of a 'very' recently completed energy audit will be considered.  Fund are awarded congruent with the funding policies of the Justice Witness Team.  

For a copy of these policies, contact Rev. John Guttermann (intpasj@me.com; 651 485-3104).  These policies will soon be posted on the JW Team page at the Conference web site.

Pilgrim Point Camp News
There is still plenty of time to register for all the wonderful programs at Pilgrim Point Camp. If you haven't received a brochure it is available for viewing on line or give us a call (320-763-6549) and we'll mail a copy to you today.
 
You can also find the latest Pilgrim Point Newsletter "News From the Point" on line. The ice is off of the lake and the beach will be ready to go soon. Summer is on its way!!!
 
There is still a need for chaplains and counselors and health officers so give us a call if you'd like a fulfilling week of ministry at Pilgrim Point. You'll be tired at the end of the week but you'll know that you've had a good week. 

Upcoming Events
We need your stuff and your shopping skills!
Spirit of the Lakes is holding its garage sale this weekend. Our customers are our neighbors who are Somali and Latino/a. They use our sale to furnish their homes and fill their closets. Donations can be dropped off Thursday and Friday day or evening. Join us for the fun of the sale on Saturday, May 9 from 9 to 5.  Calliope Women's Chorus is holding their plant sale at the same time. Plus, we'll be offering lots of fabric, patterns and sewing supplies donated by a committed seamstress. We are Gods Warehouse on 13th Ave and Lake St. in Minneapolis, phone 612-724-2313.

Son of Thailand
Faith United Women of Ada, MN, welcome all to attend:

Son of Thailand by Charles Owens


Charles Owens will show slides and share his experiences as an exchange student in Thailand.  While there, Charles taught art in a juvenile prison. Thai and American food will also be shared.  The program will be at Faith United Church, 510 W. Thorpe Ave, Ada, Minnesota on Wednesday, May 6, at 5:30 PM. Charles is the son of Rev. Grant and Beth Speece.

Faith United Church | 510 W Thorpe Ave, Ada, MN
phone: 218-784-4711

Ecclesiastical Council
An ecclesiastical Council will be held Tuesday May 12, 2009
at 1:00pm (lunch served at 12:00 PM) at Mayflower Community UCC for Kathleen Itzin.  
 
To ensure a quorum for the council, please R.S.V.P. to the church (612) 824-0761 or mayflower@mayflowermpls.org. Anyone who wishes to have lunch before the Ecclesiastical Council is requested to so indicate with the R.S.V.P.
 
Local churches are encouraged to list this event in the Sunday bulletin.  Delegates from churches and clergy of the Minnesota Conference are urged to attend.

Prayer Vigil
Prayer Vigil on the First Anniversary of the Immigration Raid in Postville & in Remembrance of Raids Throughout Minnesota

Ramsey Adult Detention Center
425 Grove Street
Saint Paul, MN
Tuesday, May 12   6:00 PM

As people of faith, we stand in solidarity with our immigrant brothers and sisters and their families as many gather for this nationwide day of remembrance to promote awareness of the devastating effects of raids across the country including raids here in Minnesota.
 
This event is a unified call for humane and comprehensive immigration reform, just labor practices, family unity, and an end to raids of all kinds. 
 
For more information contact:
Rev. Loren McGrail at lorenmcgrail@mac.com 
Interfaith Coalition on Immigration

Creating a Culture of Peace
"CREATING A CULTURE OF PEACE: INTERFAITH RETREAT IN ACTIVE NONVIOLENCE"
Sponsored by MN Fellowship of Reconciliation; and the St. Paul Interfaith Network


June 12-14, 2009
Hospitality Place Retreat Center
Circle Pines, MN
Friday, 5pm - Sunday, 2pm

for information contact:  Rev. Don Christensen at 651-690-2609; rachelanddon@msn.com
Enrollment limited; registration deadline, May 22, 2009

Employment Opportunities
Organist & Choir Director
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ seeks Organist and Choir Director to lead the music ministry of the congregation. Additional information available by clicking here. We are an Open and Affirming congregation. Visit www.sapucc.org to learn about us.
 
Send cover letter and resume by June 30, 2009 to:  

Organist/Choir Director Search
St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ
2129 Commonwealth Ave, St. Paul MN  55108 
or Rev. Victoria Wilgocki at pastor@sapucc.org.



	Donate Now to Friends of the Minnesota Conference

Are you on Facebook?  Join the MN Conference Facebook Group!

	

	


	Forward email


This email was sent to alisonb@uccmn.org by alisonb@uccmn.org.

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by



Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ | 122 W Franklin Ave, Suite 323 | Minneapolis | MN | 55404


[image: image4]
