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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!  The registration cost will increase after May 5th.  

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".
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Message from the Conference Minister
 
The Annual Meeting Planning Work Group met this past weekend to put "the finishing touches" on this year's exciting 47th Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ:  "Together, we will be renewed."  If you have not yet registered, please do so as soon as possible.  The early registration deadline is May 5.  

How fortunate we are to have Rev. Paul Nixon and Rev. Susan K. Smith as our keynoters!  If you do not know about these vital ministers and have a few moments, visit their respective websites.  You can learn more about Paul Nixon at www.epicenterdc.com and about Susan K. Smith at www.susanksmithministries.org or www.adventucc.org.  

Paul served on the leadership team of the 4000-member Gulf Breeze United Methodist Church and as founding pastor of that congregation's east campus, the Community Life Center.  He is now the pastor of Epicenter in Washington, DC and serves as a researcher and new church development strategist for the United Methodist Church.  He has published four books related to the challenge of living out Christian faith in today's world, with two more in the works this year. Published titles are:  Fling Open the Doors: Giving the Church Away to the Community, Abingdon Press 2002; Healing Spiritual Amnesia, Abingdon Press 2004; I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, Pilgrim Press 2007; Finding Jesus on the Metro, Pilgrim Press 2009.  Assessments of I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church vary, but of ten commentators on Amazon.com, nine gave the book 4 stars or more.  One reviewer concluded:  "This is the best ministry book I have read in years. Refreshing and practical insights into what it takes to turn a church around. Written from a pastor's view point it holds scads of good information for every church member who wants to see their church thrive."  Minnesota UCC churches that are reading this book and its accompanying workbook are invited to participate with Paul Nixon in a pre-Annual Meeting workshop at Mayflower Community Congregational UCC on Thursday evening, June 4.  

Susan K. Smith is considered one of the top preacher/communicators in America.  She is senior pastor at Advent UCC in Columbus, OH, a congregation that has increased from six members to about 700 under her leadership.  She received her BA in English literature from Occidental College and is a former reporter who worked for newspapers in Baltimore and Texas before entering seminary.  She still writes regularly for The Washington Post's "On Faith."  Rev. Smith is a graduate of Yale Divinity School and has a D. Min. from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH.  She is Co-President of BREAD (Building Responsibility, Equity and Dignity), a multi-racial, multi-ethnic social justice organization, and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, Inc., a social justice ministry that seeks to empower churches and ministers in urban settings.  Rev. Smith is the author of four books:  Carla and Annie, From Calvary to Victory, Forgive WHO?, and CrazyFaith:  Ordinary People, Extraordinary Lives. 

The past weekend also marked the closing of The Congregational Church UCC in Madison, MN, after 120 years of faithful ministry.  Associate Conference Minster, Rick Wagner, reports that the sanctuary was filled beyond capacity!  In a letter sent to the moderator of that congregation, Dr. Robert Scott, Moderator of Mayflower Community Congregational UCC, Minneapolis, and a former resident of Granite Falls, wrote:  "I have tended to think of a local church as a large jet airplane.  While its size and power seem dissimilar to a church, when you are out on the prairie on a clear day and that large jet plane flies over, the plane looks like a small dot. However, there frequently is a long contrail stretching across the beautiful, blue sky, all the way back to the horizon.  I believe a church has its own 'contrail.'  Its 'contrail' consists of teaching values that stay with the parishioners, both young and old, for the rest of their lives.  The church lives and teaches community values.  These values are never lost for those who participate in them.  The church has given its members an opportunity to learn about their faith, live their faith, and be supported by their faith.  This 'contrail' is not available anywhere else in the community.  And yes, it is true that the church is closing, but those values, the faith journey, the community spirit will continue for your parishioners, young and old, for many years to come.  Their 'contrails' will stretch across the skies of their lives from horizon to horizon."  Special thanks to Rev. Howie Tobak and Rev. Rick Wagner who have walked with this congregation during this journey toward closure, to Rev. Brad Larson (ELCA) and Rev. Cynthia Huse who served this local church in recent years.

And, finally, this weekend included the annual Minnesota Conference Open and Affirming Celebration.  A large group gathered at Pilgrims UCC in Maple Grove to learn from Rev. Dr. Carolyn Pressler in a workshop entitled "Passion Fierce as the Grave:  Embodied Love in the Older Testament."  Worship followed, with Rev. Tony Clark (Interim, Minnehaha UCC, Minneapolis) and Rev. Jennie Ott (Associate Pastor, First Congregational of Minnesota, UCC) offering a dialogue sermon.  Rev. T. Michael Rock (Robbinsdale UCC) and Rev. Victoria Wilgocki (St. Anthony Park UCC, St. Paul), who grew up together in Downers Grove, IL, testified eloquently to the gift of a welcoming and inclusive church community and co-presided at Holy Communion.  Music was provided by ONEVOICE of Peace UCC, Rochester, with Rev. Paul Bauch singing and on bass guitar.  Food and fellowship followed.  Thanks to Rev. Robin Raudabaugh and the members of Pilgrim's UCC for extravagant welcome and generous hospitality! 

"Living the Faith" was a huge success!
The ONA/LGBT Team of the Minnesota Conference would like to thank all those who participated in the 2009 Minnesota "Open and Affirming" Celebration last Sunday at Pilgrims UCC in Maple Grove. We believe it was an amazing day of prophetic witness and evangelical empowerment. We were "Called Out" to gather and "Sent Forth" to live our faith boldly.
 
We are also asking anyone who attended the event to take time to fill out an on-line survey to give us feed back. Click here to give us your feedback. We can use your input as we seek more ways to live out being an "Open and Affirming" conference of the UCC.
 
Leslie Amundson, Howard Bell, Marc Blakesley, Martin Erickson, Tom George, Gina Powers, Kathleen Remund, Gretchen Roesler, and Steve Strickler

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. We celebrate with the community of Hazel Park Congregational UCC and the Rev. Sara E. Morse as she will be installed as Pastor on Sunday May 3rd at 3:00pm. The church is at 1831 E. Minnehaha Avenue in St. Paul. All are invited to attend.

2. The mother of Rev. Sandy Johnson (First Congregational UCC, Northfield), Maryn Johnson, died Friday, April 24th. Sandy had been with her Mom since Easter Sunday.  A memorial service was Tuesday, April 28th at the Chapel of St. John the Beloved in Arlington Heights, IL. Our thoughts and prayers are with Sandy and her family during this time.

3. Early Thursday morning, April 23, Millie Kertson died while in the ICU at Waconia hospital at the age of 85. We will have opportunity to celebrate Millie's life and ministry next week.  Visitation will be Wednesday, April 29 from 5-7 PM at Wayzata Community Church, 125 East Wayzata Blvd, Wayzata and the memorial service will be Thursday, April 30 at 11 AM at Wayzata Community Church. In lieu of flowers memorials are preferred to the Kertson Education Scholarship at Wayzata Community Church.

4. Robbinsdale United Church of Christ is excited to announce Rev. April M. Davis Campbell is the new Minister for Children and Families. April is ordained in the PCUSA and brings a great deal of passion and gifts into this ministry. April will begin on May 1st.  As part of our covenant together, please call or write to welcome April into this new ministry.

5. Members of Falcon Heights UCC look forward to welcoming the Rev. Brandon Perrine to its staff in mid-June. Rev. Perrine comes to us in a time of
transition and will guide us in ways of sustaining strong ministries to children, youth, young families and young adutls, while also offering pastoral and worship leadership. Perrine is currently on staff at Plymouth Congregational Church in Minneapolis where he serves as the Minister of Outreach.

6. We celebrate with Rev. Jane McBride and her partner, Jennifer Nagel as their daughter, Eliza Grace McBride Nagel, arrived into the world last Wednesday, the 22nd, and has been placed with them for adoption.  She was 7 lbs and 20 inches at birth; she and her birth mom are both healthy.

[image: image2.jpg]



Jennifer Nagel, Jane McBride and baby Eliza Grace


2009 Annual Meeting
Register now to save some green!

Get your Annual Meeting registration in before May 5th, and your registration fee will be only $70! (Housing and meals not included.)  All registrations received after May 5th will need to pay the $90 registration fee.

_________________________________________

I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church
Order your copies of I Refuse to Lead A Dying Church, by Annual Meeting 2009 keynote speaker Paul Nixon, and get a 20% discount through Pilgrim Press! 

When you use Paul's 4-week program with members of your congregation, beginning your study any time through the end of May, you are eligible to meet with Paul face-to-face on Thursday, June 4, for a two hour consultation time, at Mayflower Community UCC in Minneapolis. Take up to 4 persons to this special session for the minimal registration fee of $40! This workshop consultation is offered only to those churches who have begun (or completed) the 4-week program outlined in the book. It will not be offered at Annual Meeting, June 5-7, at the College of St. Benedict. Find registration forms here.

Book orders can be placed by following this link to UCC Resources for 20% off - Sale price is $13.60. (You may call 800.537.3394 to order by phone, also for 20% discount.)
Swine Flu Information
Minnesota Conference UCC Volunteer Disaster Response Coordinator, Rev. Robert Broeder, forwarded this information from the national disaster response ministries:
"Friends,
We are all hearing reports on the Swine Flu in the United States. Linked here is a document with links to the CDC that has practical and useful information. Please note that it is a practical guide that would be followed for any outbreak of infectious disease.
Peace,
Florence Coppola, Executive, National Disaster Ministries"

We also received the following information from the Minnesota Council of Churches:
"In all of the hysteria by the media about the pandemic flu, we wanted to get information out to you that may be helpful information for local congregations - places where people gather together.

Please find these two useful pieces linked: 

Basic Facts on Swine Flu from the CDC
What You Can Do about the Swine Flu from the CDC"
Outdoor Ministries Team Blog
The Conference Board of Directors is considering proposing some big changes regarding outdoor ministries in Minnesota that will be discussed at the Annual Meeting this June. For information and opportunities to provide input, see the Outdoor Ministries Team's new "Save Our Camp" blog.

Children and Youth Formation News
Middle School Road Tour - Last Stop!
Saturday, May 9 -9:30-3:00pm

Peace Church, Duluth 

1111 East 11th Ave N, Duluth, MN  55805

Only $5/person includes lunch!

RSVP your group by May 5 with Wade at 
612-871-0359 or wadez@uccmn.org
 

The day includes FOOD, GAMES, WORSHIP and...

Bryan Sirchio & Sheltered Reality!

 

Things to note:

· Peace Church is willing to host your group Friday night before the event, contact Paul Van Antwerp at paul@peacechurch.org before May 2 to make arrangements

· Attend 3 Road Tour Events and get a FREE "ROADIE" T-SHIRT!!

· Many thanks to the Ashley Fund for making this event possible!

_________________________________

A Children and Youth Ministry 
Leaders Swap Meet
May 14 from 11-1:30pm 


Bring your best success program or event from this past year written out (with a few extra copies), extra stuff you think someone else might find useful or a story of how God worked in the lives of your children/youth or leaders this past year. We will swap our stuff, our successful resources and our stories. Lunch is provided, just come and celebrate summer is coming! We will be hosted at Macalester-Plymouth in St. Paul (1658 Lincoln Ave).  

_____________________________________________

Youth Ministry Leader Training & Retreat
for Clergy & Lay Leraders (18 and older)
August 28-30, 2009 | Pilgrim Point Camp in Alexandria, MN
$100 for the first person/church, 
$75 for additional team members
Registrations are due by August 1, 2009
Find Registration forms by clicking here.
_____________________________________________

the Minnesota Conference presents the Fall 2009 CYE:
Pluralism: Putting God in More than One Box
October 9-11 or 16-18 | Pilgrim Point, Alexandria, MN
Early Registration: $75/youth, $50/adult
Registration after September 14 - $85/youth, $60/adult
Deadline for all registrations is October 2, 2009
Youth registration form is available by clicking here.
Adult registration form is available by clicking here.
_____________________________________________


We need to hear from you! Please take 15 minutes to complete this survey if you volunteer or are staff working with youth, are a young adult (19-30) or are a youth. This survey is being done by the national setting of the UCC but information from the MN Conference respondents will be sent to us to better serve the youth, young adults and leaders in our 139 churches in the MN Conference. Many thanks to those who have already filled out the survey. 

http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com  

Please forward this on to youth, young adults or youth leaders in your congregation. Your help is huge!
(BTW - there is a contest among the 39 UCC Conferences for responses and we are still in the lead, but by only 1 with Northern California coming on strong!)
CUE 2008 Annual Report
The 2008 Annual Report from CUE (Chicago-United-Eden Seminaries) regarding support from the Minnesota Conference is available on the Conference Website.  Click here to read it.

Pilgrim Point Camp News
There is still plenty of time to register for all the wonderful programs at Pilgrim Point Camp. If you haven't received a brochure it is available for viewing on line or give us a call (320-763-6549) and we'll mail a copy to you today.
 
You can also find the latest Pilgrim Point Newsletter "News From the Point" on line. The ice is off of the lake and the beach will be ready to go soon. Summer is on its way!!!
 
There is still a need for chaplains and counselors and health officers so give us a call if you'd like a fulfilling week of ministry at Pilgrim Point. You'll be tired at the end of the week but you'll know that you've had a good week. 

Upcoming Events
Immigrant Rights Sunday - May 3!
May 3, 2009 is Immigrant Rights Sunday. For more information, click on this link to the national UCC website. There are also a number of worship resources available here.  See the article on the Immigration reform worship in the latest Voyager. For a speaker or preacher, contact the Rev. Loren McGrail or the Rev. John Guttermann. If unavailable, they can suggest other possible speakers.


Evensong Service w. Piano, Dulcimer & Mandolin
Gather in a circle around candlelight and sing, mediate and pray with the sounds of stringed instruments that offer a contemplative worship experience.  Stay for delicious treats following the service. St Paul's United Church of Christ hosts this service the first Sunday of the month.  Join us May 3, from 5:15-6:00pm.

900 Summit Avenue, St. Paul | 651-224-5809
www.saint-pauls.com
Son of Thailand
Faith United Women of Ada, MN, welcome all to attend:

Son of Thailand by Charles Owens


Charles Owens will show slides and share his experiences as an exchange student in Thailand.  While there, Charles taught art in a juvenile prison. Thai and American food will also be shared.  The program will be at Faith United Church, 510 W. Thorpe Ave, Ada, Minnesota on Wednesday, May 6, at 5:30 PM. Charles is the son of Rev. Grant and Beth Speece.

Faith United Church | 510 W Thorpe Ave, Ada, MN
phone: 218-784-4711

UCC Web University
Internet technology in vital UCC churches
August 28-30 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina


This is the first UCC Congregational Vitality experience devoted to internet communication and social networking for local congregations.

Learn how to: 

· Build a better church website at low cost

· Develop safe ministries for the youth of your church on Facebook

· Use the web as a tool for evangelism

· Make the transition effectively from print to email communication for your church

Learn from our on-site team of UCC technology experts.  Beginners and intermediate learners are welcome.  Registration opens April 1 at: www.ucc.org/vitality. For more info, contact: santiagv@ucc.org  or call 216.736.3814



	Donate Now to Friends of the Minnesota Conference

Are you on Facebook?  Join the MN Conference Facebook Group!
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