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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!  The registration cost will increase after May 5th.  

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".
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Message from the Conference Minister
What a remarkable weekend we had in the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ!  More than fifty folks from seven VIP (Vitality Initiative Pilot) churches gathered all day Saturday at Mayflower Community Congregational UCC in Minneapolis and more than thirty more from four VIP congregations convened on Sunday afternoon/evening at the Congregational UCC in Faribault for training with Rev. Paul Nickerson, of the Massachusetts Conference staff and our consultant.   The events were filled with singing and praying, learning and information-sharing, questioning and challenging.  Participants felt keenly the anticipation that marks the beginning of an uncharted, yet promising, journey!  Please continue to hold these VIP congregations, their pastors and lay leaders in your prayers.  When you see folks from these churches, ask about this vitality initiative.
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Pictured (L to R): Rev. David Lindsey, Lynnhurst UCC, Minneapolis; Rev. Robin Raudabaugh, Pilgrims UCC, Maple Grove; Rev. Paul Bauch, Peace UCC, Rochester; Rev. Paul Nickerson; Rev. Eliot Howard, Linden Hills, Minneapolis; Rev. Charlotte Frantz, Pilgrims UCC, Duluth; Rev. James Pennington, Spirit of the Lakes, Minneapolis; Rev. Norma Rae Hunt, St. Paul's UCC, St. Paul.
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Pictured (L to R): Rev. Paul Nickerson; Rev. Deb Meyer and Rev. Kent Meyer, St. Luke's UCC, Eitzen; Rev. Dick Flynn, St. Paul's UCC, Delano; Rev. Jean Boese, First Cong. UCC, Dodge Center. (Not pictured: Rev. Jeff Palmer, Bethlehem UCC, Maple Lake)
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Participants work hard at the Saturday session 

As if that were not enough - St. Paul's UCC in Delano celebrated its 130th anniversary with a packed sanctuary, diverse music, multi-generational testimony, a balloon drop, and a mayoral proclamation!  Rev. Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, was the preacher.  Meanwhile, at Wayzata Community Church, the Rev. Dr. Allen R. Hilton preached and was elected as Minister for Faith and Learning.  Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Elena Larssen represented the Minnesota Conference UCC at the morning worship services.  Allen received his M. Div. degree from Princeton Theological Seminary and his Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Yale University Graduate School.  After a two-year period serving as an Assistant Professor at St. Mary's College in California, Allen joined the Yale Divinity School faculty, focusing his teaching in the area of New Testament scholarship.  In the aftermath of 9/11, Allen felt called into full-time parish ministry and accepted the position of Minister of Christian Formation at the Congregational Church of New Canaan, CT.  He most recently served as the Senior Minister of Plymouth UCC in Seattle. Please welcome Allen to the Minnesota Conference UCC!    
 
And, in the early afternoon, First Congregational UCC of Zumbrota held a festive celebration of becoming an "open and affirming" congregation.  Area congregations - both UCC and ecumenical partners -- participated and Rev. Rick Wagner, Associate Conference Minister, who staffs the ONA/LBGT Team, was present on behalf of the Minnesota Conference.
 
This weekend "snapshot" bears witness to the history, vitality, and promise of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ and its member congregations.  It reveals as well the intense and varied weekend activity of Conference staff.  A quick survey reveals that since last year's Annual Meeting at least one staff minister was in a local church every single Sunday, and on more than one-third of the Sundays three Conference staff were in one of the local churches of the Conference preaching, teaching, or bringing greetings! We look forward to being with you, and we give thanks for your ministry and the ministry we share. 
 

2008 Minnesota Conference Covenant Keeper Congregations Announced
 
Calendar 2008 is the second year in which the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ participated in the Covenant Keepers program of UCC Local Church Ministries.  Last year we had seven "gold" Covenant Keeper congregations that contributed 15% or more of current local expenses budget to Our Church's Wider Mission.  This year the following nine local churches received gold certificates:

· Ada, Faith United Church

· Detroit Lakes, The Congregational Church of Detroit Lakes

· Fairmont, First Congregational UCC

· Granite Falls, Granite Falls UCC

· Long Prairie, Peace United Church

· New Brighton, United Church of Christ in New Brighton

· Northfield, First UCC

· Oak Mound, Oak Mound UCC

· Ortonville, Congregational UCC

Six churches were "silver" Covenant Keepers, contributing between 10 and 14.99% of current local expenses budget to OCWM.  These were:

· Freeborn, Freeborn Congregational UCC

· Grand Marais, First Congregational

· Montevideo, First Congregational UCC

· Robbinsdale, Robbinsdale UCC

· Rochester, The Congregational UCC

· St. Paul, Hazel Park Congregational Church

The most dramatic increase was in "red" Covenant Keeper churches, those who contribute between 1% and 9.9% of current local expenses budget to OCWM and who increased their giving over the previous year by at least 1 %.  In 2007, 37 churches were in this group; in 2008 there were 43!

· Aldrich, First Congregational UCC

· Alexandria, First Congregational UCC

· Anoka, First Congregational UCC

· Baudette, First Congregational UCC

· Benson, Pilgrim Congregational UCC

· Bertha, Faith UCC

· Cottage Grove, Cottage Grove UCC

· Dodge Center, First Congregational UCC

· Duluth, Peace UCC

· Eden Valley, Peace UCC

· Edina, Edina Morningside UCC

· Elk River, Union UCC

· Excelsior, The Congregational Church

· Forest City, St. Matthew's UCC

· Graceville, First Congregational UCC

· Hackensack, Union Congregational UCC

· Henderson, St. Paul's UCC

· Hopkins, Mizpah UCC

· Lake City, First Congregational UCC

· Little Falls, First United Church

· Maple Grove, Pilgrims UCC

· Maple Lake, Bethlehem UCC

· Millville, Grace UCC

· Minneapolis, Lyndale Congregational UCC

· Minneapolis, Lynnhurst Congregational UCC

· Minneapolis, Mayflower Community Congregational UCC

· Minneapolis, Minnehaha UCC

· Minneapolis, Spirit of the Lakes UCC

· Morris, The Federated Church

· New York Mills, First Congregational UCC

· Norwood Young America, Friedens UCC

· Owatonna, The Associated Church

· Pelican Rapids, First Congregational UCC

· Princeton, First Congregational UCC

· St. Cloud, Peace UCC

· St. Paul, Macalester-Plymouth United Church

· St. Paul, St. Anthony Park UCC

· St. Paul, St. Paul's UCC

· Sauk Centre, First United Church of Christ

· Wadena, First Congregational UCC

· Waldorf, Zoar UCC

· Waubun, Circles of Faith UCC

· Welcome, St. Paul's UCC

Our praise and thanks to these congregations for their great and increasing generosity.  We rejoice in the wider-church ministries made possible through these financial expressions of covenant!


News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1.  Prayers are requested for former Moderator of the Conference and current member of the Committee on Ministry, Hugo John, as he returns home from a brief hospitalization.

2. Next week Wade Zick, our Ashley Minister of Faith Formation for Children and Youth will be traveling to Princeton Theological Seminary to participate in the Princeton Forum on Youth Ministry.  We extend our prayers for safe travels and deep learning.

2009 Annual Meeting
Register now to save some green!

Get your Annual Meeting registration in before May 5th, and your registration fee will be only $70! (Housing and meals not included.)  All registrations received after May 5th will need to pay the $90 registration fee.

_________________________________________

I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church
Order your copies of I Refuse to Lead A Dying Church, by Annual Meeting 2009 keynote speaker Paul Nixon, and get a 20% discount through Pilgrim Press! 

When you use Paul's 4-week program with members of your congregation, beginning your study any time through the end of May, you are eligible to meet with Paul face-to-face on Thursday, June 4, for a two hour consultation time, at Mayflower Community UCC in Minneapolis. Take up to 4 persons to this special session for the minimal registration fee of $40! This workshop consultation is offered only to those churches who have begun (or completed) the 4-week program outlined in the book. It will not be offered at Annual Meeting, June 5-7, at the College of St. Benedict. Find registration forms here.

Book orders can be placed by following this link to UCC Resources for 20% off - Sale price is $13.60. (You may call 800.537.3394 to order by phone, also for 20% discount.)
Action Alert
A Minnesota Without Poverty Action Alert
April 21, 2009
LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT
You may have seen various legislators on the news expressing dismay that they had not heard from many of their constituents about how to fix the budget shortfall.

Whether or not they have actually heard from citizens, it is clear that now is the time to advocate for a fair, humane solution to the budget shortfall.

One of the points that A Minnesota Without Poverty has chosen to advocate for this year is "Invest in people and plan for recovery." That means that we advocate for raising sufficient revenues in a manner fair to people who are living in poverty.
 
So, here is a simple and effective opportunity for you:

· Invest in Minnesota has produced a short video.

· Watch this video at http://www.investinmn.org.

· Then take the next step and forward the video to your friends and to your legislators (Instructions are at the Invest in Minnesota website).

We need to make our voices heard in these next weeks.

For more information contact:
Rev. Nancy Maeker
A Minnesota Without Poverty
122 W Franklin Ave, Ste 100
Minneapolis, MN 55404
612-870-3600
mnwithoutpoverty@mnchurches.org
Children and Youth Formation News
Middle School Road Tour - Last Stop!
Saturday, May 9 -9:30-3:00pm

Peace Church, Duluth 

1111 East 11th Ave N, Duluth, MN  55805

Only $5/person includes lunch!

RSVP your group by May 5 with Wade at 
612-871-0359 or wadez@uccmn.org
 

The day includes FOOD, GAMES, WORSHIP and...

Bryan Sirchio & Sheltered Reality!

 

Things to note:

· Peace Church is willing to host your group Friday night before the event, contact Paul Van Antwerp at paul@peacechurch.org before May 2 to make arrangements

· Attend 3 Road Tour Events and get a FREE "ROADIE" T-SHIRT!!

· Many thanks to the Ashley Fund for making this event possible!

_________________________________

A Children and Youth Ministry 
Leaders Swap Meet
May 14 from 11-1:30pm 


Bring your best success program or event from this past year written out (with a few extra copies), extra stuff you think someone else might find useful or a story of how God worked in the lives of your children/youth or leaders this past year. We will swap our stuff, our successful resources and our stories. Lunch is provided, just come and celebrate summer is coming! We will be hosted at Macalester-Plymouth in St. Paul (1658 Lincoln Ave).  

Upcoming Events
Today is Earth Day...
...and United Church Resources announces this new resource: Eco-Faith: Creating and Sustaining Green Congregationsby Charlene Hosenfeld


Read more about this great new book and its author by clicking on this link.  The cost is normally $20.00, but is on sale right now for $16.00! You can order on-line at: www.ucc.org or call 1.866.833.8224.

Earth Day Celebration & Blessing of the Animals
Join the community of St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul on Wednesday, April 22, at 6:00pm for an Earth Day Celebration and Blessing of the Animals.  Find more details by clicking here.
Pacific Islander & Asian American Ministries Sunday
Grace and peace to you from the Philippine Task Force of the Minnesota Conference!  In honor of our long-standing relationship with the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the Task Force would like to invite you to celebrate this relationship in worship on Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries (PAAM) Sunday.  This year, PAAM Sunday is officially celebrated on April 26th.  If the 26th won't work for you, then you are invited to celebrate this relationship at another point during the year.

In an effort to help you celebrate this relationship in worship, the Task Force has compiled suggested hymnody and liturgical elements (including a special litany adapted from the UCCP hymnal).  These elements are found at the Philippine Partnership's portion of the new Conference website.  Many of the liturgical elements are based on the lectionary readings for April 26th.  Please feel free to pick and choose from among them, or to adapt them to your particular worship style.

May the Spirit guide all of us as we seek to recognize and honor our connection to our friends in the Philippines!

Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
Celebrating Community: Minnesota Open and Affirming/Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (ONA/LGBT)

Workshop at 2:30pm | Worship at 4:00pm
Sunday, April 26
Pilgrims United Church of Christ
8801 Rice Lake Rd., Maple Grove, MN

 
Carolyn Pressler presents: "Passion Fierce as the Grave: Embodied Love in the Older Testament."
 
Carolyn Pressler - dynamic scholar and beloved professor of biblical studies at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities - will lead us in a study of some of the positive biblical resources on human sexual relationships.

When it comes to sexual minorities, people all too often limit the Bible to a handful of verses, torn out of their ancient context, and wadded up as bullets to shoot at one another. In her workshop, Carolyn will invite participants to explore positive, even celebrative biblical resources for ONA/LGBT communities.

Come and join us for an intellectually and spiritually nourishing hour, and discover that the Older Testament has more to say about mutual, loving, embodied relationships than you might expect!

Conversation on Race and Racism
Lessons from the Color of Fear
(continuing conversation on race and racism)
by Victor Lee Lewis and Hugh Vasquez

Mondays, April 27, May 4
light refreshments @ 6:00pm
video & discussion @ 6:30-8:00pm


Video and discussion hosted by Cherokee Park United Church and the ASDIC Partnership
Free and Open to the Community!

For more information contact cpuc@usfamily.net or call 651-227-4275

Immigrant Rights Sunday - May 3!
May 3, 2009 is Immigrant Rights Sunday. For more information, click on this link to the national UCC website. There are also a number of worship resources available here.  See the article on the Immigration reform worship in the latest Voyager. For a speaker or preacher, contact the Rev. Loren McGrail or the Rev. John Guttermann. If unavailable, they can suggest other possible speakers.


Healthy Stewards
Healthy Stewards: Healthy Leadership 
for Healthy Churches


To help you on your path to a healthier you, the UCC (Non- Medicare) Health Plan will be offering confidential and voluntary wellness screenings to all 2008 myhealthIQ participants and to new Plan participants. Individual wellness screenings will be provided at your Conference Annual Meeting held at The College of Saint Benedict in the Benedicta Arts Center Saturday, June 6h, from 7:00 to 11:00am.

Please watch for additional information from the PBUCC Health team to learn more about the myhealthIQ wellness offering and about improved incentives for participation or visit www.pbucc.org. 
 
If you would like to schedule for the exam please contact Camale Allen, Wellness Administrator today, toll-free at 800.642.6543, ext. 2872 or by e-mail callen@pbucc.org to reserve a spot for you at the wellness exam!

Come to Clergy Camp!
Clergy Camp - Pilgrim Point Camp
August 16-21, 2009

All Authorized Ministers and their loved ones to spend a week together at Pilgrim Point!  Come solo, bring your spouse, partners, kids and anyone else (ecumenical colleagues are welcome!) to share a relaxing, fun-filled week with opportunity for continuing education.  More information can be found on the Pilgrim Point website, and you can register with the form linked here.

UCC Web University
Internet technology in vital UCC churches
August 28-30 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina


This is the first UCC Congregational Vitality experience devoted to internet communication and social networking for local congregations.

Learn how to: 

· Build a better church website at low cost

· Develop safe ministries for the youth of your church on Facebook

· Use the web as a tool for evangelism

· Make the transition effectively from print to email communication for your church

Learn from our on-site team of UCC technology experts.  Beginners and intermediate learners are welcome.  Registration opens April 1 at: www.ucc.org/vitality. For more info, contact: santiagv@ucc.org  or call 216.736.3814



	Donate Now to Friends of the Minnesota Conference

Are you on Facebook?  Join the MN Conference Facebook Group!
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