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A Quick Reminder 

Don't forget to register now for the 2009 Annual Meeting!  The registration cost will increase after May 5th.  

Find all of the registration materials at the Conference Website: www.uccmn.org.  
Just click on "Annual Meeting".
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Message from the Conference Minister
Dear Colleagues in Ministry,

This weekend the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ welcomes Rev. Paul Nickerson, Associate Conference Minister for Evangelism and Church Vitality in the Massachusetts Conference, for a full weekend of training with the pastors and approximately six lay members from eleven local churches who have agreed to be Vitality Initiative Pilot (VIP) Congregations. Your staff will join Paul on Saturday, April 18, at Mayflower Community Congregational UCC in Minneapolis for training with Pilgrim Congregational (Duluth), Pilgrim's UCC (Maple Grove), Linden Hills Congregational UCC, Lynnhurst Congregational UCC, Spirit of the Lakes UCC (all of Minneapolis) and St. Paul's UCC (St. Paul).  On Sunday afternoon and evening, we'll be at the Congregational Church of Faribault (UCC), with St. Paul's UCC (Delano), First Congregational UCC (Dodge Center), St. Luke's UCC (Eitzen), Bethlehem UCC (Maple Lake), and Peace UCC (Rochester). This is an important step in a journey made possible by a generous bequest from the Congregational Church UCC of Granada.  Please hold these local churches and this endeavor in your prayers.

As we begin this process, I offer two reflections:  One provided by Paul Nickerson, who wrote the following in the April/May issue of The Common (equivalent of our newspaper, The Voyager). Says Paul: "Many congregations over time turn more and more of their energy inward, focusing most of their efforts on meeting the needs and personal tastes of existing members.   Clergy efforts reflect this trend as well, with pastors almost exclusively working with current membership.  Instead, members need to be turned into missionaries and to:

· Discover the various subgroups of people that live in their community;

· Prayerfully discern which group the church feels called to reach;

· Design events, programs, mission efforts and worship services that reflect the needs of the target group;

· Build a culture of invitation so that current members are inviting their friends to events and worship services.

"This work," he notes, "reflects what the early Christian church did in the book of Acts.   The early church did not wait for people to come to them; they went out and met people in all the market places of life. In our culture today, congregations that wait for people to somehow find the church, wait a very long time. In fact, so many churches have waited and waited that 100,000 of them, across all denominational lines, closed between 1990 and 2000. The churches that are growing today do not wait for people to come to them; they go out into the community, catch the "pulse" of the people and invite others to join them.  87% of the people in this country who come to church and stay, do so because someone invites them.   

"Long-standing Massachusetts churches that have turned around years of decline have re-connected with their communities and more than doubled their worship attendance.  Their pastors spend at least 25% of their time with those 'not yet' in the church."

My colleague in conference ministry, Rev. Doug Anders of the South Central Conference of the United Church of Christ speaks of "Come and See" evangelism and "Go and Tell" evangelism.  "Come and See" evangelism invites people to see on their own and to experience what is happening in the life of a local church.  It relies on attracting new folk to come and see what the church is all about.  "Go and Tell" evangelism involves being sent out to share what you know and experience as a follower of Christ.  It requires going into the community around you, getting involved and engaged.  It is," says Doug, "relational (person to person) and missional (with a purpose) - i.e., to share the good news of Christ."

Our work with Nickerson Coaching will involve at least two movements: one - going deeper in faith; and two - reaching out in new ways.  Stay tuned to hear what we are learning.  

And for those who are not in the VIP project, remember the opportunity to read Paul Nixon's book,  I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, use the associated workbook, and participate in a special pre-Annual Meeting event on Thursday, evening, June 4 from 7-9 pm at Mayflower Community Congregational UCC, Minneapolis.  More information is on the front page of The Voyager and available on the website, www.uccmn.org. 

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. Congratulations to Rev. Hillary Freeman on her prominent role in Easter Sunday's front page article in the Star Tribune.  The article was written by Jeff Strickler, member at Edina Morningside UCC.  Take a moment to read the whole article here.

2. Rev. Bob Beck had his story, "Theological Education in the Vietnam Era," published in the Spring 2009 TowerNews publication of Chicago Theological Seminary.

3. We rejoice that Rev. Kathy Nelson (Peace UCC, Duluth) will be attending the conference for Lead Ministers of Large Membership Churches in the United Church of Christ at the Church House in Cleveland, April 19-22.  The theme is "Of Living Things and Stars - the Big Questions, the Burdens of Ministry, and the Future of the Church."  The leaders of the conference are Rev. David Greenhaw, President of Eden Theological Seminary, and Rev. John Thomas, General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ.   More than 300 people now worship at Peace UCC each Sunday.  Prayers for safe travels and rich learnings!

4. Our prayers go to Rev. Howie Tobak (former Interim Associate Conference Minister) and his family as they move through a time of grieving over the death of Howie's mother, Ruth, earlier today.

5. Congratulations to Rev. Brigit Stevens and her husband Joe on the birth of their son, Timber Patrick Stevens! He was born on Monday, April 13th at 1:01pm, weighing 9lbs. 4oz., and measuring 19.5in.  Mom, dad and son are all doing well - happy and healthy.
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Joe, Timber and Rev. Brigit Stevens


Pacific Islander & Asian American Ministries Sunday
Grace and peace to you from the Philippine Task Force of the Minnesota Conference!  In honor of our long-standing relationship with the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the Task Force would like to invite you to celebrate this relationship in worship on Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries (PAAM) Sunday.  This year, PAAM Sunday is officially celebrated on April 26th.  If the 26th won't work for you, then you are invited to celebrate this relationship at another point during the year.

In an effort to help you celebrate this relationship in worship, the Task Force has compiled suggested hymnody and liturgical elements (including a special litany adapted from the UCCP hymnal).  These elements are found at the Philippine Partnership's portion of the new Conference website.  Many of the liturgical elements are based on the lectionary readings for April 26th.  Please feel free to pick and choose from among them, or to adapt them to your particular worship style.

May the Spirit guide all of us as we seek to recognize and honor our connection to our friends in the Philippines!

Justice and Witness News
Funded by the conference portion of the Justice and Witness Offering (generally taken on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday), a Justice and Witness Grant may be applied for by any congregation or coalition of congregations and community organizations.

Though the Justice and Witness Team is revising the grant process, you are still invited to apply.  Download the current form (now being revised) by clicking here.

_____________________________________________


Get recognized! Green Church Awards are now Earthwise Congregations

Has your congregation been working on becoming a Green Church?  Has it adopted the new Earthwise Congregation designation?  Tell us about it and get recognized.  Send us your story and digital pictures - maybe your congregation will be among those recognized at your 2009 Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting.

Apply by emailing Rev. John Guttermann with as much information as possible (if we need more, we will ask).

Even if you were recognized last year, if you did more or adopted the new Earthwise designation, apply!

_____________________________________________


2009 Accessibility Awards

Has your congregation made changes that make it easier for people to enter your building, participate in your worship - anything that has improved accessibility for all? Apply for recognition at this year's Annual Meeting by emailing Rev. John Guttermann, telling us your story and what you did (please, include digital pictures of your project).

_____________________________________________


Members of your Conference Justice and Witness Team:
Rev. Don Britt - First UCC, Princeton
Rev. Jo Clare Hartsig - Union UCC, Saint Louis Park
Rev. Gary Titusdahl - First UCC, Zumbrota
Mike Willoughby - Union UCC, Elk River
Jack Chandler - Falcon Heights UCC, Saint Paul
Rev. John Guttermann - UCC, New Brighton
Rev. Dr. Chris Smith - Spirit of the Lakes UCC, Minneapolis
Dwight Wagenius - Mayflower, Minneapolis
Dan Tysver, Nat'l Ministries- Robbinsdale UCC, Robbinsdale

Interested in serving or want to recommend a candidate? Let us know.

Children and Youth News
Would you like to be on the email list for Children and Youth Formation News?  Email alisonb@uccmn.org to get signed up!

Upcoming Events
Called to Care Education Forum
Wayzata Community Church is pleased to offer its 2009 Called to Care Education Forum beginning tonight - Wednesday, April 15 at 6:00pm and continuing for the next five weeks.  The topics change weekly, but are centered around elder care - ranging from Alzheimer's Care to leaving a legacy.  Find more information by clicking here.

Earth Day Celebration & Blessing of the Animals
Join the community of St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul on Wednesday, April 22, at 6:00pm for an Earth Day Celebration and Blessing of the Animals.  Find more details by clicking here.

Gender Identities & Our Faith Communities 
Workshop Location: Edina Community Lutheran Church 4113 W. 54th St, Edina
Workshop Date & Time: April 25, 9:00am - 12:00pm


Join transgender educator, Rev. Erin Swenson, and the Human Rights Campaign in a workshop on gender identity and equality from a faith perspective on April 25 from 9am-Noon. Advocacy curriculum, Bible study, and gender identity stories are provided.  To register for this FREE workshop, email lwendt@eclc.org.

Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
Celebrating Community: Minnesota Open and Affirming/Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (ONA/LGBT)

Workshop at 2:30 PM and Worship at 4:00 PM
Sunday, April 26
Pilgrims United Church of Christ
8801 Rice Lake Rd., Maple Grove, MN
 
Carolyn Pressler presents: "Passion Fierce as the Grave: Embodied Love in the Older Testament."
 
Carolyn Pressler - dynamic scholar and beloved professor of biblical studies at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities - will lead us in a study of some of the positive biblical resources on human sexual relationships.

When it comes to sexual minorities, people all too often limit the Bible to a handful of verses, torn out of their ancient context, and wadded up as bullets to shoot at one another. In her workshop, Carolyn will invite participants to explore positive, even celebrative biblical resources for ONA/LGBT communities.

Come and join us for an intellectually and spiritually nourishing hour, and discover that the Older Testament has more to say about mutual, loving, embodied relationships than you might expect!
 
See previous information on Worship Service: Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
Immigrant Rights Sunday - May 3!
May 3, 2009 is Immigrant Rights Sunday. For more information, click on this link to the national UCC website. There are also a number of worship resources available here.  See the article on the Immigration reform worship in the latest Voyager. For a speaker or preacher, contact the Rev. Loren McGrail or the Rev. John Guttermann. If unavailable, they can suggest other possible speakers.


Hazel Park UCC Blood Drive
Give Blood, Save Lives!
Hazel Park Congregational Church
1831 E Minnehaha Ave, St Paul
Monday, May 4th
1:00-6:00 pm

For an appointment visit www.givebloodgivelife.org and search by zip code 55119 or call Betty @ 651-774-3743 



	Donate Now to Friends of the Minnesota Conference

Are you on Facebook?  Join the MN Conference Facebook Group!
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