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A Message from the Conference Minister and Conference Moderator
Dear colleagues in ministry,

We write in response to letters that have been sent to the Conference Moderator and perhaps to the moderator/lay leader of our local churches regarding Pilgrim Point Camp, a ministry of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.  
 
In 2005, when Elissa Grater was hired to a two-year interim position, the Board of Directors committed to review and revision the ministry at Pilgrim Point Camp.  In 2006, a consultant was secured to assist in that process.  His report to the Board of Directors made two recommendations:  1) that we hire a full-time managing director and 2) that we strengthen the governance of the Camp.  The Ashley Endowment made it possible for us to act on the first recommendation, and the Board voted in November 2006 to authorize the expenditure of up to $100,000 of income annually from the Ashley Endowment for the creation and support of a full-time position to be called Pilgrim Point Camp Managing Director.  In the ensuing months, a position description was developed and a search committee named.  A year later, in November 2007, Dale (now Dee) Dressler assumed that role.  Work on the governance recommendation was postponed to allow Dee to complete one full camping season.

This fall the Board took up the governance question in an environment quite different from the one in which it received the consultant's report.  As a result of the global economic crisis, the Ashley Endowment, once worth $8.5 million was now "underwater" and worth slightly more than $5 million.  The 2008 camping season showed declines in enrollment, increased costs, and a resulting substantial deficit.  In fiscal 2008, the Conference experienced a $25,000 realized loss attributable to Pilgrim Point Camp, over and above the $100,000 from the Ashley Endowment. Pursuant to its fiduciary responsibility as a Board of Directors of an entity incorporated as a Minnesota non-profit organization, the Board began grappling with this matter.  The conversation has focused not only on financial matters but also on faithful implementation of the strategic mission priorities of the Conference. 

One element of that current careful review is an "Initial Draft of a Business Plan Prepared for the Board of Directors of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ" by David Kettering, a member of the Board.  That document represents preliminary information gathered to start discussion in the Board.  As a planning document, it is incomplete and in early draft form.  For example, the history section is an outline.  Most importantly, no "plan," action steps, or decisions are included.  It contains no answers.  A significant amount of the information in the report was provided by Dee Dressler, Managing Director. Other data came from Evelyn Henrickson, the Pilgrim Point Camp Registrar, and Sian Nelson, Conference Business Administrator.  In an effort to be fully and correctly informed, we would appreciate your review of the document.  The one presented to the Board at its March 2009 meeting is different than the one referenced in the letter from Ruth Plackner, Moderator of Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ, Benson.  A copy of the most recent report is posted on the Conference website at www.uccmn.org.

At its March meeting, the Board voted to create a sub-committee to provide the following by the May 2 meeting:
1. Recommend what information about Pilgrim Point Camp should be presented to the Annual Meeting of the MN Conference and how that information should be presented;
2. Develop Pilgrim Point budget options for 2010 and beyond; and
3. Evaluate the current year (2009) operations and make recommendation for possible budget adjustments.

To date, no decisions have been made by the Board, with the exception of a recommended bylaw change that would create a Pilgrim Point Camp Committee of the Board of Directors, thereby strengthening governance.  The March discussion by the Board was open-ended.  Immediately following that meeting, Conference Minister Karen Smith Sellers met with the Outdoor Ministries Team to tell them of the Board conversation.   The matter of Pilgrim Point Camp will be on the agenda at the Annual Meeting.
We encourage you to read the report.  We welcome your feedback.  And we thank you for your partnership in faithful ministry in and through the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.

Sincerely,
Rev. Mark Kuether, Conference Moderator
Rev. Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. A Memorial Service of Kosuke Koyama will be held this Friday, April 3, at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities at 10:00 AM in the Bigelow Chapel.  All are invited. Kosuke was the keynote speaker at the 2005 Annual Meeting. He and his wife Lois lived in Minneapolis and were members at Lyndale UCC until a few years ago.
Click on this link for today's New York Times obituary (reprinted in part below).
 
"The Rev. Dr. Kosuke Koyama, a theologian internationally known for using arresting metaphors drawn from his experience as a missionary to convey an influential vision of Christianity as compatible with Asian traditions, died on last Wednesday, in Springfield, Mass. He was 79. In addition to his son Mark, Dr. Koyama is survived by his wife of 50 years, Lois; another son, James; his daughter, Elizabeth; and five grandchildren.

Once, in discussing death, Dr. Koyama recalled the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples. He said Jesus would be with others the same way: "Looking into our eyes and heart, Jesus will say: 'You've had a difficult journey. You must be tired, and dirty. Let me wash your feet. The banquet's ready.' ""

2. Rev. Keith and Helen Purscell's granddaughter, Kendra Purscell, helped author at article "Dear Church:  An Open Letter from young people" that appeared in the April - May 2009 issue of "United Church News." She is also quoted in an item in the same issue titled "Youth and young adults assume leadership roles in the UCC."

Red River Flooding Information
from Rev. Bob Broeder, MN Conference Disaster Response Coordinator
State emergency management officials say the outpouring of support and offers of help coming in to Fargo and the state is inspiring. They have established a hotline (211) to capture offers of help - both donations and unaffiliated volunteers.

Individuals and organizations not currently affiliated with volunteer response organizations should call 211 or their nation-wide toll free number 1-877-422-0062.  

211 is an information and referral number with Call Center staff who will gather names, contact information and donation offers and convey information to appropriate entities. While all donations are appreciated, financial contributions are preferred. This allows relief organizations to purchase exactly what items are needed to assist in the response and recovery efforts. 

Using the 211 system will help ensure appropriate use of donations, better management of volunteer resources and will free up voluntary organizations' phone lines to deal with health and safety issues. 

Outdoor Ministries Team blog
The Conference Board of Directors is considering proposing some big changes regarding outdoor ministries in Minnesota that will be discussed at the Annual Meeting this June. For information and opportunities to provide input, see the Outdoor Ministries Team's new "Save Our Camp" blog.

Enduring Fund Grants Available
The Enduring Fund Committee of Chapel Hills United Church of Christ is accepting applications for 2009 grants. Chapel Hills has awarded grants in the past to a variety of local churches, organizations, and individuals.   Application materials can be found by clicking here.  For more information, email mcnamara.alan@gmail.com, or call the church at 952-935-3025.

Resource Center for Churches Newsletter
Check out the most recent newsletter from the Resource Center for Churches by clicking on this link.

Pilgrim Point Camp News
There have been a couple of changes of dates for Pilgrim Point Camp summer camps:
Tenderfoot (completed grades K and 1st) will be one week later - June 14 - 18
Youth Leader's Retreat Weekend will be one week later August 28 - 30
 
For all the dates for all the programs at Pilgrim Point Camp you can visit the web site at www.pilgrimpoint.org. The direct link to the updated schedule is here.
____________________________________


Pilgrim Point Camp is always looking for chaplains for camp!! If you'd like a week away from home on the beautiful shores of Lake Ida, give me a call and we'll see which camp would be a good match for you.
 
Duties vary depending on the week of camp but typically chaplains may lead Bible studies, help campers organize worship or whatever other gifts you bring to the table. 
 
Give me (Dee Dressler) a call at 320-241-1394 if you're interested. Or email me at deed@uccmn.org
Future General Synods
The Office of General Ministries has announced the host sites and host Conference of the next two General Synods.
2011 General Synod: Tampa, FL, hosted by the Florida Conference
2013 General Synod: Long Beach, CA, hosted by the Southern California-Nevada Conference

Sing!  Prayer & Praise
The new UCC Praise Hymnal is available with two special introductory offers. Sing! Prayer & Praise is collection of over 200 new and previously published praise songs that speak to the covenantal values of the UCC, with attention to inclusive language and theological depth.  
 
The current introductory offers are now in effect. 
OFFER #1: Order one copy of the Sing! Prayer & Praise for Accompaniment ($75.00) and receive one copy of the hymnal free.
OFFER #2: Order five or more copies of Sing! Prayer & Praise and receive 25% of your order. Hymnals are $15.00; $12.00 for five or more copies.

To place your order go to www.uccresources.com or 1.800.537.3394.  To receive the discount, use promotion code S105 

Accessible to All Awards
Our Conference Justice and Witness Team would like to recognize congregations and other church-related entities that have taken significant action over the past year to become "Accessible to All".  This would include modifications in buildings, programs, and any specific education and outreach on disability awareness and the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the work and witness of the United Church of Christ in Minnesota. 

Please send your nominations including the name of the church or other institution and a description (photos or other documentation welcome) of the project/upgrade/program to: Jo Clare Hartsig by email.

Upcoming Events
The Gospel According to Mark: The Story of Jesus
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ invites all to come for a FREE performance of THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK: THE STORY OF JESUS on Friday, April 3rd at 7:00pm. Performers from Robbinsdale UCC will be reading the Gospel from beginning to end as a way to mediate on the life and ministry of Jesus and prepare our souls for the dramatic journey of Holy Week. All are welcome. We are and Open and Affirming, Peace with Justice, and Accessible to All Congregation. See the linked flyer for more information or visit us on the web. 

Learning the Companioning Way
Learning the Companioning Way
reviewing the gifts required to be fully present to others
 
A Conversation and Workshop: for all who would befriend family, friends or neighbors in need of encouragement. 

Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
Saturday, April 4, 9:00am to 12:00pm


Focus: Companionship is a way of sharing the journey with a person who is suffering or alone.  Companionship is a way of being present and building a supportive relationship that leads to healing, well being and inclusive, caring community.
Participants: Companionship training helps lay people grow in their capacity to wel-come the stranger and serve our neighbors - especially those who are homeless, isolated, alone and ill in body and mind. 
Key Learnings: Companionship training helps participants: 

· recognize their gifts for sensitivity, compassion and concern,  and explore ways to introduce themselves to a stranger or person in need,

· grow in the basic practices of companionship  - hospitality, sharing the journey "side by side," listening, and accompaniment,

· move toward mutuality and shared responsibility for creating caring communities in which every soul has a home, health, worth and purpose. 

Presenter:  Craig Rennebohm is a UCC minister, a parish pastor and founder of the Mental Health Chaplaincy.  For the last 20 years Craig has done outreach on the streets of Seattle, served as a chaplain on the mental health units at Harborview Medical Center, worked with local congregations on ministry in the areas of homelessness and mental illness, and done teaching and advocacy both in the US and internationally. 
 

This workshop is free!
For planning purposes, please express you intent to attend by calling or emailing the FHUCC Office:  651-646-2681 or office@falconheightsucc.org
1795 Holton St. | Falcon Heights, MN | 55113

Check out the News posting on the Conference Website, and take a peek at the training description, handouts and a biography of Craig Rennebohm.

Evensong Service
Join us for an Evensong Service 
with Prayers for Healing

On Sunday, April 5th, 5:15 -6:00 p.m. St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul hosts our monthly Evensong Service with Harp, Dulcimer and Mandolin. We'll gather around candlelight and sing to the music of Iona and Taize' to include prayers for healing on this particular Sunday. Hospitality follows. St. Paul's UCC is located in St. Paul on Summit Ave. and Milton.  Parking is available and we're accessible.  Call 651-224-5809 or visit www.saint-pauls.com for further information.  Hope to worship with you!

Ordination Vow Renewal Service
Ordination Renewal Service
April 8, 2009
Service @ 11:00am | Light lunch to follow
Olivet Congregational UCC, Saint Paul, MN


Clergy are invited to bring one of their stoles and renew their ordination vows during this holy week.

RSVP by April 6 to Alison Bents by email. 
Questions?  Contact Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, Interim Pastor at Olivet Congregational UCC at 651-646-1478

Courage to Lead Retreat
Courage to Lead Retreat
April 14-16
Christ the King Retreat Center

 
Courage to Lead Retreats are led by trained facilitators from the Center for Courage and Renewal, and the model is inspired by Parker Palmer.  Each retreat is designed to provide experiences of the "circles of trust" core principles and practices described in Palmer's A Hidden Wholeness.
 
If you would like an electronic version of the brochure, please e-mail Cindy Gregorson, and we will get that to you.  

· Find more information here
· Register for the Conference here
· Download a brochure here
Living the Faith
2009 Minnesota Open and Affirming Celebration
Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
 
What does it mean to actually live your faith these days? What does this mean for those who dare to welcome ALL into the church, including those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender? These questions will serve as a catalyst for exploring the theme of the 2009 Minnesota Open and Affirming Celebration held Sunday, April 26 at Pilgrims United Church of Christ (UCC), 8801 Rice Lake Road in Maple Grove. "Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth" will be a time to learn and to worship, to share stories and to celebrate God's welcome in the ministry of hospitality. The workshop time is 2:30 PM, with worship beginning at 4:00 PM.
 
This year's workshop will be offered by Rev. Carolyn Pressler, Professor of Biblical Interpretation at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. The workshop is entitled "Passion Fierce as the Grave: Embodied Love in the Older Testament." Two Minneapolis pastors will share a dialogue sermon at the worship service, Rev. Tony Clark of Minnehaha UCC and Rev. Jennie Ott of First Congregational Church of Minn. UCC. They will be challenging the gathered to be bread for those hungering for acceptance by the church and the world. ONE VOICE, the praise band from Peace UCC in Rochester, will provide inspirational music. The public is welcome.

Check out the poster - download and post it!
Visitation Training Sessions
Have you ever wondered what to say when you visit or call someone who is sick or chronically ill?  Do you sometimes feel awkward in these situations even though you want to make these contacts?  Then you will be thrilled to know about a visitation training session series at Community UCC in St. Paul Park. The schedule is as follows: 

April 21st: Visitation in homes and hospitals
Janet Shannon, Interim Pastor
Community UCC, Residency in Clinical Pastoral Education 
May 5th: Visitation with those who are dying 
Bill Steinke, Allina Hospice Chaplain
May 19th: Visitation with those who are bereaved
Bill Steinke, Allina Hospice Chaplain

 
All sessions will be held from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. Sessions are free and open to the public.  Please call the church for reservations or questions 651-459-2543.  

Community UCC | 1145 Summit Ave, St. Paul Park, MN

UCC Web University
Internet technology in vital UCC churches.   
August 28-30 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina

This is the first UCC Congregational Vitality experience devoted to internet communication and social networking for local congregations.  

Learn how to: 
-build a better church website at low cost
-develop safe ministries for the youth of your church on Facebook
-use the web as a tool for evangelism
-make the transition effectively from print to email communication for your church
 
Learn from our onsite team of UCC technology experts.  Beginners as well as intermediate learners are welcome.
Registration opens April 1 at: www.ucc.org/vitality  
For more info, contact: santiagv@ucc.org  or call 216.736.3814

THOUGHT: If one person from your Association went, he or she could share learning's with churches in your Association when they returned.  To help defray the cost, churches could support a travel pool for the attendee. 

Healthy Stewards
Healthy Stewards: Healthy Leadership 
for Healthy Churches

To help you on your path to a healthier you, the UCC (Non- Medicare) Health Plan will be offering confidential and voluntary wellness screenings to all 2008 myhealthIQ participants and to new Plan participants. Individual wellness screenings will be provided at your Conference Annual Meeting held at The College of Saint Benedict in the Benedicta Arts Center Saturday, June 6h, from 7:00 to 11:00am.

Please watch for additional information from the PBUCC Health team to learn more about the myhealthIQ wellness offering and about improved incentives for participation or visit www.pbucc.org. 
 
If you would like to schedule for the exam please contact Camale Allen, Wellness Administrator today, toll-free at 800.642.6543, ext. 2872 or by e-mail callen@pbucc.org to reserve a spot for you at the wellness exam!

Clergy Camp
Clergy Camp - Pilgrim Point Camp
August 16-21, 2009

All Authorized Ministers and their loved ones to spend a week together at Pilgrim Point!  Come solo, bring your spouse, partners, kids and anyone else (ecumenical colleagues are welcome!) to share a relaxing, fun-filled week with opportunity for continuing education.  More information can be found on the Pilgrim Point website, and you can register with the form linked here.
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