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Message from the Conference Minister

"Welcome to the 'Aha Pae 'aina," is the way in which the Hawaii Conference UCC extends invitation to its Annual Meeting.  Writing about this gathering, Conference Minister Charles Buck says:  "For many of us, making it to the 'Aha seems to be growing increasingly difficult.  Our already busy lives are becoming busier.  The cost of travel climbs ever higher.  And choices for affordable hotels are now fewer.  I wonder if the day will come when we will have to stop meeting like this!

"But I doubt we will.  The challenges of getting to the 'Aha are nothing new.  In fact, we have it easy compared to our predecessors.  When we read early accounts of attendees who traveled on crowded boats and suffered sea sickness, and then faced days and weeks of meetings before boarding the same boats in the same conditions for home again, we gain a different perspective on our situation.

"And when we hear that these hardships were more than outweighed by the joyful fellowship they shared, the new things they learned, and the encouragement and strengthening they received, we remember again why we gather despite the bumps in our roads.

"But it is when we learn the primary reason for these annual meetings - 'Of so much importance are these meetings to keep up a proper unity of action' (Missionary Herald, December 1853) - that we understand that coming together once a year is for the purpose of making real our unity or oneness in Christ.  To be united and uniting as a people and church is not something that happens in our heads and hearts or by every good intention.  Proper unity only occurs when it is lived out, practiced, put into action in the very real company and companionship of one another.

"Without the 'Aha Pae 'aina, we would still be churches.  But it is the 'Aha that bring us closer to being the united church of Jesus Christ."

This year's Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting Planning Work Group, under the very capable leadership of Rev. Sharon Fazel (First Congregational, Anoka) and Maureen Engelhardt (Mayflower, Minneapolis), has planned an exciting and inspiring Annual Meeting.  I hope that you are not succumbing to the "difficulties" of participating- but are making plans to enjoy the company and companionship of your sisters and brothers from across our Conference.

I suspect it would be difficult to find a member of the United Church of Christ unfamiliar with the local church autonomy claim of paragraph 18 of the UCC Constitution and Bylaws.   Too often, I think, we forget the preceding paragraph that says:  "The Local Churches of the United Church of Christ have, in fellowship, a God-given responsibility for that [whole] Church, its labors and its extension.  In mutual Christian concern and in dedication to Jesus Christ, the one and the many share in common Christian experience and responsibility."

This is at the heart of each Annual Meeting.  As Rev. Clyde Steckel once said, the annual meeting is "a revival of our spirits in refreshing our common vision and mission; powerful preaching and inspiring singing; stirring keynote speakers; sharing mission and program resources; learning about neighboring congregations and more distant missions, and - above all - sharing the reality of being connected in covenant with the wider church.  It is,"  he concluded, "a conversion experience we need once a year."

I hope you will plan to be there so that, "Together, we will be renewed!"

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. Our prayers go out to the Rev. Muriel Hachfeld, Pastor of First Congregational UCC, New York Mills, and First Congregational UCC, Staples, as she continues her recovery from emergency abdominal surgery.
 
2. Attendance at First Congregational UCC of Moorhead was down this past Sunday as members assisted with the sandbagging efforts to protect local homes and businesses from flooding.  Minnesota Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Rev. Bob Broeder, has driven up from Le Sueur to see things first-hand and is helping with sandbags today.  More volunteers are needed (Flood hotline: 701-476-4000, or www.cityofmoorhead.com, or www.cityoffargo.com). If the area suffers serious flood damage, special funds from OGHS (One Great Hour of Sharing) will be made available from the UCC's Wider Church Ministries in support of the long term recovery.  Members of the Minnesota National Guard, including Rev. Grant Speece, Pastor of Faith United Church in Ada, have also been activated for flood duty.  Please keep the entire area in your prayers.

4. Please hold in your prayers Rev. Rick Wagner, Associate Conference Minister, who will be participating on our behalf in a United Church of Christ Church Development Gathering in Nashville, TN, March 30 - April 1.  The keynoter is Ed Stetzer, who has planted churches in New York, Pennsylvania, and Georgia, transitioned declining churches in Indiana and Georgia, and trained church planters on five continents.  He is Visiting Professor of Research and Missiology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and will be discussing the nurturing of missional church multiplication and growth. 

5. Please also hold in your thoughts and prayers Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, who will participate early next week in a consultation in Des Moines with the West Central Conference Ministers and later be engaged in a strategic planning consultation in Houston, TX with eleven other leaders of the United Church of Christ.

6. We give thanks and praise for Rev. Carol Heckman, who was installed Sunday, March 22, as the Chaplain at Oak Meadows, the independent and assisted senior living facility in Oakdale.  Carol holds standing in the Northwest Association of the Wisconsin Conference, with which she is in a four-way covenant.  Conference Minister, Karen Smith Sellers, brought greetings from the Minnesota Conference.  Karen is a member of the Board of Directors of Oak Meadows, which is a member of the UCC Council for Health and Human Services Ministries (CHHSM).

7. A proposal to form a single governing board for the national setting of the United Church of Christ came to an abrupt halt on March 20, after the board of Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) voted 17 to 14, with three abstentions, not to move the process forward.  To learn more, go to http://www.ucc.org/news/single-governance-proposal.html.

United Church News to 
end newsprint edition later this year
United Church News will end its newsprint edition later this year and move online its delivery of denominational news.

The decision was made on March 20 by the board of directors of the Office of General Ministries (OGM), which has been struggling with skyrocketing costs for the newspaper's production. Postage and printing costs have more than doubled during the past five years, with those costs now surpassing $125,000 per issue.

The National edition will publish three more monthly issues in April, June and September. The Conference editions - or "wrap arounds" - will end in April, although Conferences will have the opportunity to print one additional issue if willing to share the costs equally with the UCC's National setting.

To read more, follow this link to the article on the National website.  

This decision obviously means changes for the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.  The edition of The Voyager, now with the publisher and to be mailed in early April, will likely be the last.  This makes it all the more imperative that members of our local churches develop the habit of visiting regularly the national and Conference websites (www.uccmn.org) AND subscribe to COMMAntary, our weekly e-newsletter.

Together, we will be renewed!
The 2009 Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting "Call to Meeting" packets were sent out last week.  All documents that were included in that packet are available on the Conference Website.  You can also register for the Annual Meeting online by following this link.  Find out who else is coming and RSVP yourself on Facebook at the Annual Meeting event!

_____________________________________________

Paul Nixon Ministry Team Seminar
Thursday, June 4, 2009, 7:00-9:00

This seminar is offered in conjunction with the 2009 Annual Meeting and will provide an intimate gathering with Paul Nixon.

-  Join in interactive, live consultation with Paul Nixon, author of I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church.
-  Examine how Nixon's principles are applied in your own congregation & situation.
-  Bring your questions, get direct feedback for your own context, share insights.

Follow this link to learn more details, find the flyer and register for the program!

Pilgrim Point 50th Anniversary DVD
Rev. Scott Keehn is putting together a Pilgrim Point 50th Anniversary DVD for use at our Annual Meeting and would like to request scanned photos.  They can be sent directly to Rev. Keehn by email.  Photos can be color or black and white, and should be well focused photos of all aspects of camp ministry.  Please send photos no later than May 10th.

Enduring Fund Grants Available
The Enduring Fund Committee of Chapel Hills United Church of Christ is accepting applications for 2009 grants. Chapel Hills has awarded grants in the past to a variety of local churches, organizations, and individuals.   Application materials can be found by clicking here.  For more information, email mcnamara.alan@gmail.com, or call the church at 952-935-3025.

You could be published!
In 1995 we edited Gifts of Many Cultures - Worship Resources for the Global Community for Pilgrim Press.  We are now seeking submissions for a new book - Gifts in Open Hands - More Resources for the Global Community. Through your work in mission interpretation, we hope that you can solicit liturgical resources, particularly those with imagery inspired by local experience, and encourage people of all ages, and backgrounds to send in their prayers and poems. Some of our most significant contributions in the earlier book came from Japanese college students and high school students from Zimbabwe!
 
All work needs to be original to the sender. An English translation is helpful but not necessary. We are also seeking black and white art suitable for congregational (bulletin) reproduction and original music.  Linked is a flyer with further information.  

Send submissions to giftsinopenhands@gmail.com or Maren Tirabassi, 271 Lafayette Road, Portsmouth, NH 03801. Our deadline for submissions is May 30, 2009.

Music for Easter, Don't Pay till Christmas!
The New Century Hymnal: A Pipe-Organ Accompaniment CD Resource for Congregational Worship & Personal Devotion
 Special Offer Just for You 
 
Order this CD Resource by April 3, 2009 and we won't invoice your church until Dec. 2009! (Individuals, please reserve your set with a credit card; you won't be charged until December.) Only $420 for CD Resource - You Get All 617 Hymns (Reg. price $525 - You Save 20%!) (plus $18 shipping & handling)
  
To place your order:
Call: 800.537.3394
Fax: 216.736.2206
Email: tysonm@ucc.org 
(Not available through website.)
Please use Promotion Code N106 when placing your order.

Long Term Care Insurance
You may or may not know that the Pension Boards has endorsed a program of Long Term Care Insurance which is available to all employees of UCC congregations.  Long Term Care insurance is not appropriate for or needed by everyone, but if this kind of program is of interest to you, this is likely a plan worth investigating, especially during this initial window of simplified underwriting.

Long Term Care Quiz: Test Your Knowledge!
My chances of needing Long Term Care at some point in my life are at least: 
· 1 out of 2
· 1 out of 10
· 1 out of 25
· 1 out of 50 
The answer: 1 in 2. Based on studies by the Department of Health and Human Services, this may actually be a conservative estimate. 50% of Americans will experience an extended illness (defined as lasting longer than 100 days) during their lives. 

The Pension Board has contracted with LTC Financial Partners and John Hancock to educate you on this important part of your life planning. In addition, the Pension Board has secured important benefits for you and your family including:
 
Discounts on long-term care insurance - for you, your spouse and family. John Hancock, the nation's leading long-term care insurance provider, will provide reduced rates for the life of your policy - even after you leave UCC employment.  Open Enrollment with Simplified Underwriting: January 15 - April 15 all UCC employees under the age of 65 will be able to obtain coverage WITHOUT MEDICAL RECORD REVIEW. This will never be offered again so please learn about your options at this time.  Recognition of and discounts for same sex/domestic partners.   
 
Simplified Underwriting for PBUCC Ends April 15, 2009
To learn more, visit the website of the UCC Pension Boards www.pbucc.org and follow the links for long-term care insurance.

Is your church a Just Peace Church
We are trying to make sure our list of "Just Peace" churches is up to date.  Let us know if your church is a Just Peace church by emailing Alison Bents at alisonb@uccmn.org.  Thanks!

Upcoming Events
Learning the Companioning Way
Learning the Companioning Way
reviewing the gifts required to be fully present to others
 
A Conversation and Workshop: for all who would befriend family, friends or neighbors in need of encouragement. 

Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
Saturday, April 4, 9:00am to 12:00pm


Focus: Companionship is a way of sharing the journey with a person who is suffering or alone.  Companionship is a way of being present and building a supportive relationship that leads to healing, well being and inclusive, caring community.
Participants: Companionship training helps lay people grow in their capacity to wel-come the stranger and serve our neighbors - especially those who are homeless, isolated, alone and ill in body and mind. 
Key Learnings: Companionship training helps participants: 

· recognize their gifts for sensitivity, compassion and concern,  and explore ways to introduce themselves to a stranger or person in need,

· grow in the basic practices of companionship  - hospitality, sharing the journey "side by side," listening, and accompaniment,

· move toward mutuality and shared responsibility for creating caring communities in which every soul has a home, health, worth and purpose. 

Presenter:  Craig Rennebohm is a UCC minister, a parish pastor and founder of the Mental Health Chaplaincy.  For the last 20 years Craig has done outreach on the streets of Seattle, served as a chaplain on the mental health units at Harborview Medical Center, worked with local congregations on ministry in the areas of homelessness and mental illness, and done teaching and advocacy both in the US and internationally. 
 

This workshop is free!
For planning purposes, please express you intent to attend by calling or emailing the FHUCC Office:  651-646-2681 or office@falconheightsucc.org
1795 Holton St. | Falcon Heights, MN | 55113

Check out the News posting on the Conference Website, and take a peek at the training description, handouts and a biography of Craig Rennebohm.

Ordination Vow Renewal Service
Ordination Renewal Service
April 8, 2009
Service @ 11:00am | Light lunch to follow
Olivet Congregational UCC, Saint Paul, MN


Clergy are invited to bring one of their stoles and renew their ordination vows during this holy week.

RSVP by April 6 to Alison Bents by email. 
Questions?  Contact Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, Interim Pastor at Olivet Congregational UCC at 651-646-1478

All Options Clergy Counseling Training
The All-Options Clergy Counseling training offers resources for clergy to counsel women (and their significant others) facing unwelcome or problem pregnancies from a supportive, non-coercive, and faith-based perspective. Rev. Eily Marlow and Rev. Dr. Nadean Bishop will conduct the training.  Guest speakers dealing with adoption, legal issues, and clinical practice will come in and the format includes discussion, role-play and other forms of learning and exploration.  Participants will receive a comprehensive manual of helpful resources.  Clergy will find the session to be informative and engaging, fostering professional growth and personal enrichment.

Contact Kiely Todd Roska Kiely@mnrcrc.org or 612-870-0974 for more information. 

From Prayer & Renewal to Action: Next Steps
Minnesota Clergy and Laity Concerned About Immigration sponsor... 
From Prayer and Renewal to Action: Next Steps

Sunday March 29, 2009
3:00-5:00 PM
El Milagro Church
3751 17th Ave. South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

 
Using the Interfaith Coalition on Immigration's Statement and Principles as a starting point, we will discuss how to move forward as an interfaith coalition. We will learn about a number of events and actions from immigrant rights groups including signing a petition to stop raids, being part of a Community Raid Response Network, lobbying our representatives in April, and marching on May 1st.  For more information or to RSVP email Rev. Loren McGrail.

The Gospel According to Mark: The Story of Jesus
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ invites all to come for a FREE performance of THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK: THE STORY OF JESUS on Friday, April 3rd at 7:00pm. Performers from Robbinsdale UCC will be reading the Gospel from beginning to end as a way to mediate on the life and ministry of Jesus and prepare our souls for the dramatic journey of Holy Week. All are welcome. We are and Open and Affirming, Peace with Justice, and Accessible to All Congregation. See the linked flyer for more information or visit us on the web. 

Courage to Lead Retreat
Courage to Lead Retreat
April 14-16
Christ the King Retreat Center

 
Courage to Lead Retreats are led by trained facilitators from the Center for Courage and Renewal, and the model is inspired by Parker Palmer.  Each retreat is designed to provide experiences of the "circles of trust" core principles and practices described in Palmer's A Hidden Wholeness.
 
If you would like an electronic version of the brochure, please e-mail Cindy Gregorson, and we will get that to you.  

· Find more information here
· Register for the Conference here
· Download a brochure here
First Congregational UCC Zumbrota ONA Celebration
[image: image2.jpg]





The Zumbrota First Congregational UCC will hold a celebration with music and desserts at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 19th at the church to commemorate its Open and Affirming Declaration.  The church is only the second small church (100 members or fewer) in Minnesota to declare itself open to welcoming everyone into the full life and ministry of the church.  The community is invited to come and help celebrate this historic event.  

Zumbrota UCC, at its annual meeting on January 25, 2009, voted unanimously to make a special welcome to all who face injustice.  Their Open and Affirming statement reads: "We, the members of the First Congregational United Church of Christ, Zumbrota, Minnesota, an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, celebrate each person as a child of God with special gifts and graces. We believe that when any person's opportunity for spiritual growth and worship is limited by injustice, our own growth is restricted and our worship diminished. We proclaim our commitment to the ministry of Jesus Christ for and with all persons without regard to race, gender, gender identity and/or expression, age, ability, economic status, sexual orientation, or place on life's journey, welcoming all into the full life and ministry of the church."

All are invited to share this time of celebration and fellowship on April 19.  First Congregational UCC is located at 455 East Avenue, Zumbrota, MN.  For more information, call 507-732-7015.

Navigating the Great Recession
LUTHER SEMINARY AND SHARE SAVE SPEND®  
present 
NAVIGATING THE GREAT RECESSION

  
Now more than ever, communities of faith have an opportunity to heed the call of leadership and in turn offer hope and guidance. On April 25, Luther Seminary and Share Save Spend will team up to present Navigating the Great Recession: Financial Leadership in Your Congregation & Community. The one-day conference will help congregations and their communities better understand the core issues related to the economic crisis and in turn develop a strategy and an action plan for how they can help people (youth and adults) navigate these uncharted waters.

Plenary presentations-led by Nathan Dungan, founder and president, Share Save Spend; and David Lose, The Marbury E. Anderson Professor of Biblical Preaching, Luther Seminary-will take an up-front approach to what individuals are facing in today's economic climate, then help congregation and community leaders understand what they can do to reach out and be proactive in times of significant need. 

Attendees will also participate in small-group conversations and workshops led by experts in their respective fields. Workshop topics include: Preaching in Times of Economic Crisis, Working with Youth and Their Families in Times of Financial Stress, Financial Stewardship Ministries: How to Start Them and Why They Work and Navigating Troubled Waters with the Unemployed.

Congregational leaders, pastors, youth directors, stewardship chairs and anyone interested in leading their congregations and communities through this economic crisis will benefit from participating in Navigating the Great Recession. Cost for the event is $25 per person or $20 when two more people from the same congregation register at the same time. Lunch is included. For more information or to register, visit the Luther website or call 651-641-3416. 

The mission of Share Save Spend is to help youth and adults achieve Financial Sanity™ by developing and maintaining healthy money habits. Learn more about Nathan Dungan at www.sharesavespend.com.

Our Whole Lives (Sexuality Education) Training
Middle/High School Training (Grades 7-9 and 10-12) May 1-2  at First Congregational UCC, Anoka: This training is for adults who want to teach the curriculum with middle school or high school students in their congregation or community setting.  Contact Kiely Todd Roska by email or 612-870-0974 for more information. 

Employment Opportunities
Associate Pastor Position
Associate Pastor
Three-quarter Position for Transition Period of 6 to 12 Months to be filled after March 15, 2009


Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
- Open and Affirming, Just Peace, 
and Earthwise Congregation -

We seek a partner in sustaining a dynamic ministry in Falcon Heights, Minnesota.  Primary responsibility will be for Christian Nurture for all members with focus on children, youth and families.  This staff person directs the confirmation program while involvement in the youth group is limited.  The Associate participates in worship and has opportunities to preach.  There are also opportunities to offer pastoral care and this person will provide pastoral coverage in the absence of the Senior Pastor.  Administrative work related to program and ministry is required.
 
The successful candidate will be ordained or be in a covenantal relationship with the United Church of Christ and/or have experience in parish ministry and faith development.  One will be creative and value diversity, be comfortable working in a multiple staff setting and be firm in their relationship with the United Church of Christ.
 
Compensation is negotiable based upon experience. The successful candidate will be eligible to apply for the re-envisioned associate pastorate following the transition period.
 
Forward resumes or profiles to Rev. Richard C. Seaver, Falcon Heights UCC, 1795 Holton Street, Falcon Heights, MN 55113 or PastorRich@FalconHeightsUCC.org.
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Are you on Facebook?  Join the MN Conference Facebook Group!
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