	COMMAntary: an e-newsletter of the 
Minnesota Conference - United Church of Christ


	God is still speaking,

	In This Issue 

Joys & Concerns 

Together, we will be renewed! 

Healthy Stewards 

Pilgrim Point's 50th 
Enduring Fund Grants 

Just Peace 

Children & Youth Formation Events 

All Options Training 

Mentor Training 

Living the Faith 

Our Whole Lives Training 

Minister for Children & Families 

Get on the list! 



Quick Links 

Donate to Friends of the Conference

Minnesota Conference Website

National UCC Website
	Volume 5, Number 11                           18 March 2009
Dear Colleagues in Ministry,

Good news!  I have just received from Sian Nelson, Business Administrator, the listing of Minnesota Conference UCC "5 for 5" churches for calendar 2008.  The list includes 54 congregations!  That's a 25% increase over the highest number recorded since I've been your Conference Minister.  Thanks to these local churches for giving generously to Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) AND to the four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ:  One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need and The Christmas Fund:
 

First Congregational UCC, Aldrich
First Congregational UCC, Anoka
Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Benson
Faith UCC, Bertha
First Congregational UCC of Brainerd
Cottage Grove United Church of Christ
The Congregational Church of Detroit Lakes UCC
Peace UCC, Duluth
Pilgrim Congregational, Duluth
Peace UCC, Eden Valley
Union UCC, Elk River
St. Paul's UCC, Eyota
First Congregational UCC, Fairmont
Falcon Heights UCC, Falcon Heights
St. John's UCC, Faribault
Freeborn Congregational UCC, Freeborn
First Congregational UCC, Glencoe
Congregational UCC, Glyndon
First Congregational, Grand Marais
Union Congregational UCC, Hackensack
St. Paul's UCC, Henderson
Mizpah UCC, Hopkins
Faith UCC, International Falls
Prairie Community Church, Lester Prairie
First Congregational UCC, Mankato
Pilgrims UCC, Maple Grove
Bethlehem UCC, Maple Lake
Congregational UCC, Medford
First Congregational of Minnesota UCC, Minneapolis
Lynnhurst Congregational UCC, Minneapolis
Minnehaha UCC, Minneapolis
Spirit of the Lakes UCC, Minneapolis
First Congregational UCC, Montevideo
United Church of Christ, New Brighton
First Congregational UCC, New York Mills
First UCC, Northfield
Friedens UCC, Norwood Young America
Congregational UCC, Ortonville
St. Paul's UCC, Plato
First Congregational UCC, Princeton
Emerson Congregational UCC, Richfield
Robbinsdale UCC, Robbinsdale
Union Congregational UCC, St. Louis Park
Hazel Park Congregational, St. Paul
Macalester-Plymouth United Church, St. Paul
St. Paul's UCC, St. Paul
Community UCC, St. Paul Park
New Spirit UCC, Savage
First Congregational UCC, Sherburn
Clark Memorial UCC, South St. Paul
First Congregational UCC, Wadena
Parkview UCC, White Bear Lake
First Congregational UCC, Winona
First Congregational Church, Zumbrota

 
If we continue this pace of increase, next year half of the churches of the Minnesota Conference will be in this group!  
 
During a presentation last week at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, Professor Eleazar Fernandez quoted Thich Nhat Hanh:  "If we are a drop of water and we try to get to the ocean as only an individual drop, we will surely evaporate along the way.  To arrive at the ocean [we] must go as a river."   Thanks to these congregations for joining the river of generosity flowing to the ocean of God's compassion and justice through the ministries made possible through these gifts to the United Church of Christ!
 
Karen Smith Sellers
Conference Minister

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. Our prayers are with the Rev. Muriel Hachfeld and her family as Muriel recovers from emergency abdominal surgery this past Saturday.  She is recuperating at St. Mary's Hospital in Detroit Lakes, and hopes to be discharged later this week.  Her recovery is likely to take 4-6 weeks.  Cards and get-well wishes can be sent to her at home.

2. Two UCC pastors have recently been honored by the Minnesota House of Representatives as Chaplain for the Day.  Congratulations to Rev. Richard Mark and Rev. Bob Broeder!

3. The UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns is pleased to announce that ONA church #806 is Grace Community UCC in St. Paul, MN!  With this decision, Grace Community Church becomes the 34th ONA Church in the Minnesota Conference.

Together, we will be renewed!
The 2009 Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting "Call to Meeting" packets were sent out last week.  All documents that were included in that packet are available on the Conference Website.  You can also register for the Annual Meeting online by following this link.  Find out who else is coming and RSVP yourself on Facebook at the Annual Meeting event!

_____________________________________________

Paul Nixon Ministry Team Seminar
Thursday, June 4, 2009, 7:00-9:00

This seminar is offered in conjunction with the 2009 Annual Meeting and will provide an intimate gathering with Paul Nixon.

-  Join in interactive, live consultation with Paul Nixon, author of I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church.
-  Examine how Nixon's principles are applied in your own congregation & situation.
-  Bring your questions, get direct feedback for your own context, share insights.

Follow this link to learn more details, find the flyer and register for the program!

Healthy Stewards
Healthy Stewards: Healthy Leadership 
for Healthy Churches

To help you on your path to a healthier you, the UCC (Non- Medicare) Health Plan will be offering confidential and voluntary wellness screenings to all 2008 myhealthIQ participants and to new Plan participants. Individual wellness screenings will be provided at your Conference Annual Meeting held at The College of Saint Benedict in the Benedicta Arts Center Saturday, June 6h, from 7:00 to 11:00am.

Please watch for additional information from the PBUCC Health team to learn more about the myhealthIQ wellness offering and about improved incentives for participation or visit www.pbucc.org. 
 
If you would like to schedule for the exam please contact Camale Allen, Wellness Administrator today, toll-free at 800.642.6543, ext. 2872 or by e-mail callen@pbucc.org to reserve a spot for you at the wellness exam! 
 
Wishing you the best of health! Pension Boards UCC

Pilgrim Point 50th Anniversary DVD
Rev. Scott Keehn is putting together a Pilgrim Point 50th Anniversary DVD for use at our Annual Meeting and would like to request scanned photos.  They can be sent directly to Rev. Keehn by email.  Photos can be color or black and white, and should be well focused photos of all aspects of camp ministry.  Please send photos no later than May 10th.

Enduring Fund Grants Available
The Enduring Fund Committee of Chapel Hills United Church of Christ is accepting applications for 2009 grants. Chapel Hills has awarded grants in the past to a variety of local churches, organizations, and individuals.   Application materials can be found by clicking here.  For more information, email mcnamara.alan@gmail.com, or call the church at 952-935-3025.

Is your church a Just Peace Church
We are trying to make sure our list of "Just Peace" churches is up to date.  Let us know if your church is a Just Peace church by emailing Alison Bents at alisonb@uccmn.org.  Thanks!

Upcoming Events
Children & Youth Formation Events
Middle School Road Tour
March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church 
9:30-3:00pm ONLY $5/person (includes lunch)

Check out the YouTube video!
All Options Clergy Counseling Training
The All-Options Clergy Counseling training offers resources for clergy to counsel women (and their significant others) facing unwelcome or problem pregnancies from a supportive, non-coercive, and faith-based perspective. Rev. Eily Marlow and Rev. Dr. Nadean Bishop will conduct the training.  Guest speakers dealing with adoption, legal issues, and clinical practice will come in and the format includes discussion, role-play and other forms of learning and exploration.  Participants will receive a comprehensive manual of helpful resources.  Clergy will find the session to be informative and engaging, fostering professional growth and personal enrichment.

Contact Kiely Todd Roska Kiely@mnrcrc.org or 612-870-0974 for more information. 

Mentor Training
IN-DEPTH MENTOR TRAINING
To Help Ex-Offenders Returning to the Community
March 28, 2009 8:45 a.m. -2:00p.m.
Hennepin Co. Adult Corrections Facility - Men's Building
1145 Shenandoah Lane, Plymouth

Snacks/Lunch will be served 
Register for this free training 

                
Check out the flyer for more information, and please contact Hillary Freeman by email or at 612-721-8687x332

2009 Minnesota Open and Affirming Celebration
Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
 
What does it mean to actually live your faith these days? What does this mean for those who dare to welcome ALL into the church, including those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender? These questions will serve as a catalyst for exploring the theme of the 2009 Minnesota Open and Affirming Celebration held Sunday, April 26 at Pilgrims United Church of Christ (UCC), 8801 Rice Lake Road in Maple Grove. "Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth" will be a time to learn and to worship, to share stories and to celebrate God's welcome in the ministry of hospitality. The workshop time is 2:30 PM, with worship beginning at 4:00 PM.
 
This year's workshop will be offered by Rev. Carolyn Pressler, Professor of Biblical Interpretation at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. The workshop is entitled "Passion Fierce as the Grave: Embodied Love in the Older Testament." Two Minneapolis pastors will share a dialogue sermon at the worship service, Rev. Tony Clark of Minnehaha UCC and Rev. Jennie Ott of First Congregational Church of Minnesota UCC. They will be challenging the gathered to be bread for those hungering for acceptance by the church and the world. ONE VOICE, the praise band from Peace UCC in Rochester, will provide inspirational music. The public is welcome.

Check out the poster - download and post it! 
Our Whole Lives (Sexuality Education) Training
Middle/High School Training (Grades 7-9 and 10-12) May 1-2  at First Congregational UCC, Anoka. 

This training is for adults who want to teach the curriculum with middle school or high school students in their congregation or community setting. 
 
Contact Kiely Todd Roska Kiely@mnrcrc.org or 612-870-0974 for more information. 

Employment Opportunities
Minister for Children and Families Position
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.
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