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Dear Colleagues in Ministry,

Last week letters were sent to every local church of the Conference, reporting on gifts received to and through our offices during calendar 2008.  Those letters said:

"Last year the people and congregations of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ contributed the following to the wider church for ministries of compassion, empowerment, justice, and vitality.  
· $823,478 for Basic Support, up $7,741;
· $97,000 for One Great Hour of Sharing, up $2548;
· $20,000 for Strengthen the Church, up $4259;
· $50,000 for our Neighbors in Need, up $6286;  
· $56,000 for The Christmas Fund, up $11,091;
· $60,000 for CUE (Chicago, United and Eden), up $7191.
Thank you! Among the conferences of the United Church of Christ, we stand out for our across-the-board increases."

I also quoted my friend and colleague, Rev. Jim Antal (Massachusetts Conference Minister) who wrote:  "Under current economic conditions, it is easy to adopt a framework of scarcity. But Jesus provides a different framework.  Jesus promises abundant life!  Abundant life has nothing to do with bank solvency or market health.  Jesus' invitation to lead generous lives of sharing does not hinge on personal, corporate or national financial security. Jesus calls us to proclaim good news in every circumstance and setting. Today, and in the weeks and months ahead, we have an opportunity to invite our congregations to live into what for many will be a new understanding of the role of the church. By offering leadership in the area of money that is confessional, transparent, candid and joyful we can create a community of trust and sharing that will continually refocus on the abundance God has given us."

Sunday, March 22 is the suggested day for receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering.  As you prepare for this in your context, please remember and remind others that almost 100% of your gifts to OGHS goes directly to ministries of health, education and agricultural development, relief and refugee assistance.  This is because our contributions to Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) support the infrastructure for these vital ministries. 

If you have the One Great Hour of Sharing literature provided by Wider Church Ministries of the UCC (you can access these online at www.ucc.org/oghs/resources), you will read there of the difference OGHS contributions made 
- in hurricane relief along the Gulf Coast and long-term recovery following the tsunami in Sri Lanka, 
- in providing displaced families of Darfur with water, sanitation, health, and nutrition programs and serving Iraqis who have sought refuge in Jordan,
- in promoting basic civil rights in the Gran Chaco region of South America and peace-building and conflict-resolution programs among the people of war-torn Uganda,
- and many more ...
 
This year's One Great Hour of Sharing theme is:  "Where is your treasure?"   It is an important question for Christians in this season of economic challenge.  Please give generously.  It would be thrilling to see the Minnesota Conference UCC bypass the $100,000 mark this year!

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1.  St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul welcomes Parish Nurse Maxine Jones to our ministry team! Sunday, March 15th, Maxine Jones will be introduced and begin serving in a part-time (10 hrs/wk) capacity. A grant from the St. Paul Family Resources enables the congregation to begin this vital ministry.  St. Paul's UCC is working with the Health East Care System through the Parish Nursing Program. 

2.  Revs. Kent and Deb Meyer of St. John's UCC in Eitzen were recently featured in the local Caladonia Argus newspaper.  Read the story here!

3.  Grace Community UCC extends their sincerest appreciation to our Brothers and Sisters who attended last week's Annual Black History Month Concert.  They look forward to your presence again on February 27, 2010.

4. The Board of Trustees of United Theological Seminary is pleased to announce that it has elected The Reverend Mary E. McNamara the next President of United Theological Seminary. She will officially join United on July 1, 2009. Since 1998 Rev. McNamara has served as Executive Vice President of Union Theological Seminary in New York. She grew up in Cambridge, Minnesota and is a graduate of Carleton College and Harvard Divinity School. She is an ordained Presbyterian minister.  More information can be found by clicking here. 

Upon learning she had been elected, Rev. McNamara said "United has an exciting future in theological education. The trustees, faculty, and staff are exceptionally thoughtful, gifted and dedicated. I look forward to working with these wonderful people to prepare spiritual leaders ready to engage the problems facing people today. It is my hope that our graduates will be people who believe the possibilities are great, can inspire others through worship and service, and recognize that the challenge of doing so is critically important!"

5. Lawrence (Larry) Boatman started on Tuesday as the Minnesota Conference's Financial Development Consultant.  He is an ordained minister in the American Baptist Churches, and served congregations in Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota before becoming an investment executive.  He has done planned giving work for the American Baptist Foundation, has served as the Minister of Financial Stewardship at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church, and most recently was the Director of Development for the American Baptist Homes of the Midwest.  
 
Larry has been married to Debbie for 38 years and they are blessed to have three adult children, Andrew, Lindsey and Jeffrey, all living in the Twin Cities.  They have lived in Minnesota for 27 years, and enjoy the change of the seasons.  Larry loves playing golf, collecting vintage fountain pens, eating delicious Mexican and Indian food and going for long walks in the woods.  Debbie is a fantastic cook and an avid quilter.  They love beagles, particularly their dear girl Abby. 

Living the Faith
Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
The 2009 Minnesota "Open and Affirming" Celebration
Sunday, April 26th
Workshops @ 2:30 pm | Worship @ 4:00 pm
 
hosted by Pilgrims United Church of Christ
8801 Rice Lake Rd, Maple Grove
Download the poster here and help to promote this event!

2009 Advent Calendar
The UCC Ministry for Children & Families would like to feature your church in their 2009 Advent calendar by telling your story how you've helped displaced families who have experienced economic, political, religious persecution from their native land or from war-torn countries. They would like to honor the families and have them share their story of life in the USA.  Their letter is linked here.
Learning the Companioning Way
Learning the Companioning Way
reviewing the gifts required to be fully present to others
 
A Conversation and Workshop: for all who would befriend family, friends or neighbors in need of encouragement. 

Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
Saturday, April 4, 9:00am to 12:00pm

Focus: Companionship is a way of sharing the journey with a person who is suffering or alone.  Companionship is a way of being present and building a supportive relationship that leads to healing, well being and inclusive, caring community.
Participants: Companionship training helps lay people grow in their capacity to wel-come the stranger and serve our neighbors - especially those who are homeless, isolated, alone and ill in body and mind. 
Key Learnings: Companionship training helps participants:

· recognize their gifts for sensitivity, compassion and concern,  and explore ways to introduce themselves to a stranger or person in need,

· grow in the basic practices of companionship  - hospitality, sharing the journey "side by side," listening, and accompaniment,

· move toward mutuality and shared responsibility for creating caring communities in which every soul has a home, health, worth and purpose. 

Presenter:  Craig Rennebohm is a UCC minister, a parish pastor and founder of the Mental Health Chaplaincy.  For the last 20 years Craig has done outreach on the streets of Seattle, served as a chaplain on the mental health units at Harborview Medical Center, worked with local congregations on ministry in the areas of homelessness and mental illness, and done teaching and advocacy both in the US and internationally. 
 

This workshop is free!
For planning purposes, please express you intent to attend by calling or emailing the FHUCC Office:  651-646-2681 or office@falconheightsucc.org
1795 Holton St. | Falcon Heights, MN | 55113

PBUCC Long Term Care Insurance
You may or may not know that the Pension Boards has endorsed a program of Long Term Care Insurance which is available to all employees of UCC congregations.  Long Term Care insurance is not appropriate for or needed by everyone, but if this kind of program is of interest to you, this is likely a plan worth investigating, especially during this initial window of simplified underwriting.


Long Term Care Quiz: Test Your Knowledge!
My chances of needing Long Term Care at some point in my life are at least: 

· 1 out of 2

· 1 out of 10

· 1 out of 25

· 1 out of 50 

The answer: 1 in 2. Based on studies by the Department of Health and Human Services, this may actually be a conservative estimate. 50% of Americans will experience an extended illness (defined as lasting longer than 100 days) during their lives. 

The Pension Board has contracted with LTC Financial Partners and John Hancock to educate you on this important part of your life planning. In addition, the Pension Board has secured important benefits for you and your family including:
 

Discounts on long-term care insurance - for you, your spouse and family. John Hancock, the nation's leading long-term care insurance provider, will provide reduced rates for the life of your policy - even after you leave UCC employment.  Open Enrollment with Simplified Underwriting: January 15 - April 15 all UCC employees under the age of 65 will be able to obtain coverage WITHOUT MEDICAL RECORD REVIEW. This will never be offered again so please learn about your options at this time.  Recognition of and Discounts for Same Sex/Domestic Partners.   

 
Simplified Underwriting for PBUCC Ends April 15, 2009
To learn more, visit the website of the UCC Pension Boards www.pbucc.org and follow the links for long-term care insurance.

Come to Clergy Camp!
Clergy Camp - Pilgrim Point Camp
August 16-21, 2009


All Authorized Ministers and their loved ones to spend a week together at Pilgrim Point!  Come solo, bring your spouse, partners, kids and anyone else (ecumenical colleagues are welcome!) to share a relaxing, fun-filled week with opportunity for continuing education.  More information can be found on the Pilgrim Point website, and you can register with the form linked here.

Faribault Labyrinth
Each Wednesday during Lent, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., the Congregational Church UCC of Faribault has their labyrinth open in the gym of the Parish House. Folks particularly in the southern part of the state are invited to come and use this spiritual practiceThe invitation can be worded however you see fit, but we welcome folks to come and use this spiritual practice in our facility.

222 Third Avenue NW | Faribault, MN | 55021
507-334-5910

Save the Date
Ordination Renewal Service
April 8, 2009
Service @ 11:00am | Light lunch to follow
Olivet Congregational UCC, Saint Paul, MN


Clergy are invited to bring one of their stoles and renew their ordination vows during this holy week.

RSVP by April 6 to Alison Bents by email. 
Questions?  Contact Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, Interim Pastor at Olivet Congregational UCC at 651-646-1478

Upcoming Events
Bishop Spong to speak in Duluth
Save these dates: March 13, 14 and 15, 2009!
Opening our Doors, Opening our Hearts Conference 
Keynote Speaker: Bishop John Shelby Spong


"Congregations Working Together to Create Cities of Welcome" An event for all people of all faiths who desire welcoming communities for all people regardless of sexual orietation.
Friday: Peace UCC, Duluth, MN 7:00-9:00pm
Keynote by Rt. Rev. Spong and Concert by Clear
Saturday: Marshall HS, Duluth, Fregeau Auditorium, 9:00-3:00pm
Lecture, Panel Discussion, & Question and Answer Session
Sunday: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Duluth, MN10:00am
Worship

Visit www.peaceucc.org for more information.

Affordable Housing
Renewing the Federal Government's 
Commitment to Affordable Housing
Friday, March 13, 2009 ♦ 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave (at Franklin Ave), Minneapolis

National Expert Sheila Crowley to Hold Briefing on New Strategies
This Friday, set aside the afternoon to hear from national affordable housing expert Sheila Crowley, President of the National Low Income Housing Coalition. She will share new ideas for federal advocacy and how Minnesota can help push a national affordable housing strategy. In this era of increasing homelessness and families struggling to pay their rent or mortgage, we are encouraged by early signs that the federal government seems to be recognizing a need to renew its commitment to affordable housing, but information about how we can move this forward will be essential.

Space is limited so register today!
Click Here to Register
Click Here for the Flyer

The event is sponsored by the members of Minnesota Federal Housing Action Coalition (MNFHAC): Housing Preservation Project, MN Coalition for the Homeless, Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers, Minnesota Tenants Alliance, HOME Line and MHP.

Children & Youth Formation Events
Middle School Road Tour
March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church 
9:30-3:00pm ONLY $5/person (includes lunch)

RSVP with Wade Zick by email by March 16 and contact Leah by email for overnight info.  Check out the YouTube video!
All-Ages Folk Dance
Saturday, March 21, 2009 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
St. Anthony Park UCC


Dance away the last of those winter blues.  Light of the Moon band provides terrific live music, and caller Tom van Deusen is a pro at getting everyone comfortable and out on the dance floor.   Come and enjoy line dances and circle dances - they're easy to learn and you don't need to bring a partner.  Children, youth and adults -- all are welcome!
 

Suggested donation: $5 per person/$15 family
2129 Commonwealth Ave | St. Paul, MN | 55108

SAPUCC is an ONA congregation and is accessible by elevator.
A Lyndale Farewell
Sunday, March 22, 2009
10:30am Worship
11:45-2:00pm Open House
You are invited to... 
1. A farewell to the 3rd building used by Lyndale UCC or
2. The 85th birthday of the 3rd building used by Lyndale UCC and
3. A pre-event celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Lyndale UCC and
4. A worship service of thanksgiving and an open house to worship, wander, remember, rediscover old friends, old rooms, new histories being made.

RSVPs appreciated.  Call Lyndale Church at 612-825-3019, email to lyndaleucc@juno.com or write at 810 West 31st St, Minneapolis, MN 55408

A Zion Birthday!
Sunday, March 22, 2009
After church services there will be a catered dinner in the social hall of 
Zion UCC, Le Sueur to honor the 
church's 140th anniversary!
The dinner will be $8/adult and $6/child six and under.  The meal will be followed by a brief program with a historical DVD to bring smiles to our faces as we remember special moments from the past.  Reservation deadline is March 16th.  Call the church office at 507-665-6441 for more information.

Nonviolence Training
Creating a Culture of Peace
Practical Nonviolence for Personal and Social Transformation
Heritage Hall - Robbinsdale United Church of Christ
March 27th - 5:00pm to 9:00pm
March 28th - 8:00am to 9:00pm
March 29th - 12:00pm to 6:00pm
 
The cost is $50 for members of Robbinsdale United Church of Christ and $100 for friends and guests. Includes all materials and scrumptious meals. 
 
What is this training about? This program has been designed to bring out the extraordinary in all people. It offers a journey through experience of violence, a practicum on active nonviolence, a study of social movements and change, and a practical exercise on how to build community. The workshop ends with planning on how to take this experience into our families, our work and into the world. This training event is a practical tool for every person, regardless of age, culture, or ability. All of us can use this skills to connect to our own best self.
 
Please download and fill out a registration form and turn it in to the church as soon as possible.

Mentor Training
IN-DEPTH MENTOR TRAINING
To Help Ex-Offenders Returning to the Community
March 28, 2009 8:45 a.m. -2:00p.m.
Hennepin Co. Adult Corrections Facility - Men's Building
1145 Shenandoah Lane, Plymouth

Snacks/Lunch will be served 
Register for this free training 

                
Check out the flyer for more information, and please contact Hillary Freeman by email or at 612-721-8687x332

Nobel Laureate to visit Metro State
Nobel Peace Laureate Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
To Visit Metropolitan State University

Adolfo Perez Esquivel of Argentina will be the keynote speaker at Metropolitan State's 2009 President Lecture Series on Friday, March 27, 2009 at 7p.m. in the Founder's Hall Auditorium. Esquivel will also take part in this year's PeaceJam events on March 28 and 29, 2009, hosted by Metropolitan State in partnership with youthrive.

Esquivel was a teacher and architect by trade, and in the mid 70's, after becoming very concerned about the 'disappearances' of local leaders who had been working for peace and democracy, he devoted his time to nonviolence movements in Latin America.  In 1977, Adolfo himself 
'disappeared' and was tortured by the Argentinean Military for 14 months.  Esquivel was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1980 for his leadership for human rights and true democracy for the people of Latin America.

The March 27th public talk is free but tickets are required.  Please contact Metropolitan State's Center for Community-Based Learning at 651-793-1285 or cbl.center@metrostate.edu for tickets. 

Employment Opportunities
Associate Pastor Position
Three-quarter associate pastor position for transition period of 6-12 months to be filled after March 15, 2009.  We seek a partner in sustaining a dynamic ministry at Falcon Heights UCC in Falcon Heights, Minnesota.  See full position description and contact information here.

Minister for Children and Families Position
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.
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