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Dear Colleagues in Ministry,
 
I received last week an email from Obadiah Ballinger (First Congregational UCC, Moorhead), a graduate of Yale Divinity School, who is "In Care" with the Minnesota Conference.  Oby was asked to write an article about youth and young adult leadership in the UCC for the next issue of United Church News.  He was particularly interested in what prompted the nomination of James Maki (Zion UCC, Le Sueur) as Minnesota's six-year representative to the Executive Council of the UCC.  In his words, "It is unprecedented by my knowledge that a conference would offer its regular representation spot to a high school youth." Oby asked me also how I see youth and the young adult perspectives influencing the "evolution" of the UCC.
 
You may be interested in my response.  "If memory serves me correctly, the nomination of James Maki to Executive Council was the first such response I made to a request from Lee Foley's office on behalf of the Nominating Committee of General Synod.  Those letters of invitation always include an identification of the "demographic needs for each board," and then (as again for this 2009 Synod) the list began with "youth."  At that time I consulted with Rev. Garth Schumacher, who was our Minnesota Conference Youth Ministry Coordinator.  James Maki rose to the top of the list.  He and his brother, Joe, participated in my installation service.  His mother Laura was an adult leader in our Conference youth ministries.  James was active in his local church and showed leadership potential.
 
"I am deeply committed to involving youth and young adults in the life and ministry of the United Church of Christ.  Perhaps this is because I was offered opportunities for substantial leadership in the church at a young age.  I chaired the Task Force on Women in Church and Society of the Minnesota Conference UCC at age 28 and traveled to NYC to work with the National Task Force as we worked to make this the number one priority issue of General Synod in Minneapolis in 1975.  I was elected to the faculty of United Theological Seminary at age 31.  
 
"I believe young people are ready to offer substantive leadership NOW.  I see this in my three sons - all in their twenties - who are making substantial contributions in their chosen fields and not being asked to 'wait.'
 
"I am delighted to have on our staff Rev. Elena Larssen, who is (I believe) the youngest of the Associate Conference Ministers in the UCC.  We are blessed to have the Ashley Endowment for ministries of faith formation of children and youth, which gives Minnesota a fabulous opportunity to focus in this ministry area under the very able leadership of Wade Zick.

"To be honest, I'm not sure the UCC is 'evolving.'  I tend to think that at the beginning of the 21st century the church is going through a revolutionary change.  Young people will be our 'eyes in the wilderness' (Numbers 10:31) for they are more familiar and at home in this new terrain than many of us."

Over the weekend, I reflected on my hasty reply.  I read again Loren Mead's 1991 remark that "We are at the front edges of the greatest transformation of the church that has occurred for 1600 years.  It is by far the greatest change that the church has ever experienced in America; it may eventually make the transformation of the Reformation look like a ripple in a pond" (The Once and Future Church). And I was reminded of Brian McLaren's observation, "The degree of change we are experiencing now is such that small measures, even a lot of them, aren't enough.  We need major change, qualitative change, revolution, rebirth, and reinvention."

In the December issue of the Update from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, General Secretary Setri Nymoi noted that in 1536 when John Calvin was called to leadership in the Geneva church and published The Institutes of the Christian Religion he was 27 years old!  Nyomi writes, "The leadership of the church at that time had the vision to affirm the gifts of this young man and to give him space to utilize those gifts in the church." 

This year for the first time each local church of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ has the opportunity to send an additional delegate - a youth/young adult delegate (13-29) - to Annual Meeting.  Who will represent your congregation?  Are young people given opportunity to lead in the context in which you worship and serve? With General Secretary Nyomi, I pray that "young people will be seen as God's gifts who lead the movement for vitality and renewal of the church and society today."

Karen Smith Sellers
Conference Minister

News of the Conference
The Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ has a new website!

If your bookmark is still set to the old website, make the switch now to www.uccmn.org.  You'll be glad you did.  Surf around and see what you think.

Featured Function:  The new Minnesota Conference Website has a pretty swell church directory.  You can sort it by city, church name, zip code or even email address!  If you notice something off about your church's listing, let me know so a change can be made!

Joys and Concerns
1.  Rev. Geoffrey Black, Conference Minister of the New York Conference of the United Church of Christ has been nominated as the candidate for the General Minister and President of the UCC by the GMP Search Committee.  This nomination will be received by the Executive Council at its upcoming meeting.  The bylaws of the UCC require an affirmative vote by a two-thirds majority of the Council in order to forward the nomination to General Synod for a call by election.  For more information on Rev. Black and the nomination and election process, visit the National UCC's website here.

 

Youth and Children's Formation News 
Youth and Youth Leaders:
Please take the time to do this 10 minute survey from the UCC National office http://uccyyasurvey.questionpro.com
Job Search and Support Group
Robbinsdale Area Job Search and Support Group will be held at 8am every Monday in the living room of the Robbinsdale United Church of Christ, 4200 Lake Road Ave, Robbinsdale, MN 55422. (Right behind city hall.) 
 
This group has been created in response to the growing number of people who are looking for work due to the world wide economic downturn.
 
Consider joining us whether you have been laid off from work, anticipate soon losing your job or business, or are a retiree realizing it may be necessary to re-enter the work force to maintain your standard of living. 
 
The following are major goals of this support group:

· Provide positive support for all attendees.

· Share information to assist others in finding jobs.

· Build a database of local and regional employers actively seeking job applicants.

· Reinforce the knowledge that together we can all improve our lives.

We hope to see you at our meeting.
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ
www.robbinsdaleucc.org
763-537-6965

Afghanistan Update from Church World Service
Take a moment to read the most recent Afghanistan update from Church World Service by clicking here.
Walk the Labyrinth
Take time for yourself through an ancient spiritual practice: Walk the labyrinth at Union Congregational UCC, St. Louis Park


The low lights and soft rhythmic music make your journey to the labyrinth's center and back out again a truly relaxing experience. Benefits include a general sense of peace, emotional healing, a reawakened interest in your own faith tradition, and the stimulation of your imagination. All are welcome!

Join us the first Thursday of every month from 3:00-8:00pm, Basement Commons, Union UCC

For more information, contact Brenda Clarno
Union Congregational United Church of Christ
3700 Alabama Avenue S
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416
952-929-8566 Ext. 12

A Minnesota Without Poverty
Click here to download, sign and send in a resident's commitment to end poverty in Minnesota by 2020.  Click here for more information about A Minnesota Without Poverty.

_____________________________________________
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Clergy Speak their Voices
March 10, 2009, State Capitol
One Call - One Day - One Voice

Clergy and Faith Leaders standing together!


Tuesday, March 10, 2009
1:30pm Gather in Capitol Rotunda
2:00pm Program
2:30pm Meet with Legislators

Join Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, partner organizations and allies from across Minnesota in sharing our concern for people in need during the state budget crisis.

· Share the challenges being experienced in your community.

· Remind legislators of our moral obligation to care for those in need.

Our state budget is a moral document.  Minnesota's $5.2 billion budget deficit is projected to grow and severely jeopardize all safety net and basic supports for people with disabilities, the elderly, low income families, children, and other Minnesotans in need.
 
Why is March 10 important? Because legislators will be making the key decisions about how they will address this budget shortfall.  This is when they need to hear from our faith leaders about standing with those in need.
 
Join other faith leaders in making your voice heard.
 

RSVP at 651.969.2343 or 1.800.582.5260 www.clergyvoices.org
Upcoming Events
Children & Youth Formation Events
Children & Family Faith Formation/CE Leader Gathering - March Mixer
Thursday, March 5, 2009 - 10:00-2:30pm
Union Church in St. Louis Park
More information available on the Conference Website

Middle School Road Tour
March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church 
9:30-3:00pm ONLY $5/person (includes lunch)

RSVP with Wade Zick by email by March 16 and contact Leah by email for overnight info.  Check out the YouTube video!
One Great Hour of Sharing - Live!
Starting today, One Great Hour of Sharing will host OGHS Live! Audio Web Conferencing to engage groups during their lenten gatherings.  There are 5 free weekly sessions for you to join. Come to one, or come to all 5. Groups and individuals are welcome. 

Here's what we are offering:
45-minute interactive sessions featuring speakers engaged in ministry supported by the UCC's special mission offering, One Great Hour of Sharing. Two sessions offered Wednesdays during Lent at 7:15-8:00 pm EST & 7:30-8:15 pm PST.

We'll also provide:
· Worship Resources

· Suggested Songs/Hymns

· Partnership Prayers from around the world

· Soup recipes from the region being featured each week

· Downloadable PowerPoint Presentation

· Additional Resources for meditation, education

· and more...

Visit our website for Details and Registration information!
Please give generously to this year's offering and encourage others to do likewise. Gifts can be made through your church's offering and forwarded to the UCC Conference Office, or make a secure online donation now: Make a Gift!
Audacious Hope, Active Courage
Stories of the Human Rights 
Struggle in the Philippines 
Tuesday, March 10, 7:30pm
Bigelow Chapel, United Theological Seminary

In this evening program participants will hear both personal stories and reflections on national trends by two persons from the Philippines who are keenly aware of the struggles and persecutions currently taking place in their homeland. Ideas and information about how churches can respond will be offered.  
Fee: $10.00, Students: No charge
For more information and to register, visit the website of United Theological Seminary.

Guatemala Celebration
GUATEMALA COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

In January a group of students and guests of United Theological Seminary traveled to Guatemala to hear and experience the people and to express our togetherness in the family of God.  We are planning an evening with the UTS community on Friday, March 13, 2009.  We are hoping to share with others the experience, insight, strength, hope and courage that the people of Guatemala shared with us. 
 
We will have a dinner with Latin American cuisine from 6-7pm.  A ticket is required for the meal ($10).   The evening will continue with a silent auction of Guatemalan/Mayan items, a presentation by the group about our trip, and an opportunity to worship together.  Admission to the auction and presentations are free.  All proceeds from the event will be used to support the projects visited.
 
Tickets can be purchased from any members of the trip.  Ticket Reservations with pick-up and payment the day of the event can be made through Deb Olsen by calling 651-255-6168 or emailing deolsen@unitedseminary.edu
 
Please join us for a memorable evening!
Friday, March 13, 2009, 6:00-9:00 PM
United Theological Seminary

Dinner in Context Café on Bottom Floor of UTS
Presentation and Worship in Bigelow Chapel 
Silent Auction in Steckel Learning Center
If you are unable to attend but would like to make a donation, please contact Dr. Chris Smith  651-255-6128
Value Wines from Around the World
Edina Morningside UCC will host a Wine Tasting Benefit for new playground equipment.  Please join us! 

Saturday, March 14, 7:00-9:00pm
Fellowship Hall, Edina Morningside
$30/couple   $15/single


PLEASE RSVP by March 8.  To make inquiries contact:
Laurie Eckberg by email or at 952-922-0017

Nonviolence Training
Creating a Culture of Peace
Practical Nonviolence for Personal and Social Transformation
Heritage Hall - Robbinsdale United Church of Christ
March 27th - 5:00pm to 9:00pm
March 28th - 8:00am to 9:00pm
March 29th - 12:00pm to 6:00pm
 
The cost is $50 for members of Robbinsdale United Church of Christ and $100 for friends and guests. Includes all materials and scrumptious meals. 
 
What is this training about? This program has been designed to bring out the extraordinary in all people. It offers a journey through experience of violence, a practicum on active nonviolence, a study of social movements and change, and a practical exercise on how to build community. The workshop ends with planning on how to take this experience into our families, our work and into the world. This training event is a practical tool for every person, regardless of age, culture, or ability. All of us can use this skills to connect to our own best self.
 
Please download and fill out a registration form and turn it in to the church as soon as possible.

Mentor Training
IN-DEPTH MENTOR TRAINING
To Help Ex-Offenders Returning to the Community
March 28, 2009 8:45 a.m. -2:00p.m.
Hennepin Co. Adult Corrections Facility - Men's Building
1145 Shenandoah Lane, Plymouth

Snacks/Lunch will be served 
Register for this free training 

                
Check out the flyer for more information, and please contact Hillary Freeman by email or at 612-721-8687x332

Employment Opportunities
Associate Pastor Position
Three-quarter associate pastor position for transition period of 6-12 months to be filled after March 15, 2009.  We seek a partner in sustaining a dynamic ministry at Falcon Heights UCC in Falcon Heights, Minnesota.  See full position description and contact information here.

Minister for Children and Families Position
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.  We are hoping this person can start by the beginning of March.



	Donate Now to Friends of the Minnesota Conference

	

	


	Forward email


This email was sent to alisonb@uccmn.org by alisonb@uccmn.org.

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by



Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ | 122 W Franklin Ave, Suite 323 | Minneapolis | MN | 55404


[image: image5]
