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Dear Colleagues in Ministry,
 
I write to you from the Church House in Cleveland where this morning we had the privilege to worship in the Amistad Chapel and hear the preaching of Rev. Otis Moss III, Senior Minister at Trinity United Church of Chicago.  What an experience!
 
Conversations here are characterized by concerns about financing the ministries of the conferences, seminaries, and the national setting.   Grounded in faith, we listen for God's stillspeaking voice and look for opportunity in what initially seems deeply troubling.  
 
I have had repeated occasion to express publicly my gratitude to the Minnesota Conference for your generosity.  This year your contributions to CUE (Chicago-United-Eden), to Strengthen the Church, and to Our Church's Wider Mission all show an increase over last year, an achievement that has been publicly acknowledged and celebrated.  Thank you!
 
Tonight the Council of Conference Ministers will gather to honor the Rev. John Thomas, as he nears the end of his decade-long service as our UCC General Minister and President.  We have learned that the Search Committee, on which our own Kathy Plumb served, has named a candidate for this post who has accepted, though the identity of that individual will not be public for several weeks.
 
While I am here, Rev. Rick Wagner and Rev. Elena Larssen are visiting with leadership in those local churches that have expressed interest in participating as pilot congregations in our vitality work with Local Church Ministries and the Rev. Paul Nickerson.  Paul will return to the Minnesota Conference April 18-20 to offer training to the selected congregations and to a gathering of churches in transition and interim ministers.  Under his guidance and leadership, we look forward to going deeper in faith and reaching out in new ways.
 
Ministering faithfully in your various contexts, please hold in prayer the wider church - the conferences and national settings - as together we move through a time of transition and transformation.
 
Blessings!
Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers
Conference Minister

News of the Conference
The Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ has a new website!

If your bookmark is still set to the old website, make the switch now to www.uccmn.org.  You'll be glad you did.  Surf around and see what you think.  

Featured function: Of particular note is the brand new Conference Calendar, easily updated, easy to read, and bursting with Minnesota Conference activity.  What a great way to stay up to date!  
* Bonus feature * If you use Internet Explorer as your browser and Microsoft Outlook for your email, you can click on the "Actions" button and synchronize the Conference Calendar with your Outlook calendar!

Joys and Concerns
1. Prayers are requested for retired minister Rev. Gunnar Wikstrom, who is undergoing treatments for liver cancer.

2. Prayers are also requested for Rev. Marjorie Peterson as she undergoes a PET scan for liver cancer as well.

3. Falcon Heights UCC invites friends and colleagues in the Conference to farewell celebration for Rev. Jane McBride, February 28th.  There will be a reception from 3-5 pm, and a dinner at 5:15 pm.  If you plan to come for dinner, please RSVP to the church office by email.

4. The mother of Rev. John Thomas, General Minister and President of the UCC passed away Sunday, February 8, 2009.  A memorial service is planned for Saturday, February 21st at the UCC church in Stamford, CT where she had been a member since 1928.

5. Congratulations to Rev. T. Michael Rock, Pastor of Robbinsdale UCC, on the recent publication of two resources for which he is co-author.  Sexuality and Our Faith, a Companion to Our Whole Lives for Young Adults, and Sexuality and Our Faith, a United Church of Christ Companion to Our Whole Lives for Adults, were published in 2008 and 2009 respectively.

6. After 20 years at Pathways, a Health Crisis Resource Center, Rev. Howard Bell has retired from the position of executive director.  Saturday's StarTribune had a wonderful article about Bell's time at Pathways.  You can read the article here.  Congratulations and best wishes Howard!

7. A gathering of approximately 25 youth, young adults and youth ministry leaders from the West Central and Great Lakes Regions was held in Chicago, February 6-7 to discern the needs of local churches that will inform the future work of youth and young adult ministry from the national setting. Many thanks to Daniel Steiner (New Brighton UCC), David Becker (Parkway UCC, Minneapolis) and Michele Borne (Excelsior UCC) for attending on behalf of the MN Conference. Wade Zick, MN Conference Ashley Minister of Faith Formation for Children and Youth, serves on the national Youth and Young Adult Advisory Committee which is charged with compiling the data from the regional gatherings (as well as from surveys and interviews with historically under-represented groups and conference staff)  and making final recommendations on the staffing and ministry direction for the work of youth, young adult and outdoor ministry at the national level.

'09 Annual Meeting Seeks Children's Program Team
The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference happens this June 5-7, 2009 at the College of Saint Benedict. The College is offering us a new, lower families-only housing rate for suites over the weekend ($78 for up to 6 people in the same family). This is in response to a request to make it easier for UCC folks who attend the the meeting to bring their spouses and children with them to the meeting.  However, at this time, we do not have a church team to run our children's program.

Rev. Deb Celley of Brainerd and her team ran our program as "Peace Camp" over the last couple of years. It was excellent! She is willing to share her program with anyone who wishes to use it in 2009.  In addition, many other options are "on the table" for a children's program at annual meeting. We are currently budgeted to support 5 adult volunteers and their expenses at the meeting.

Please contact me to discuss these options, if you and a team from your church feel called to help us out this year. Contact (Rev.) Sharon J Fazel by email or call 763-421-3375 ASAP! Thanks.

Antiracism Study Dialogue Circle openings!
Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles still has openings for a circle beginning on March 20th at Cherokee Park United Church.  See linked flyer for more detailed information about dates and times.  The cost is $150, which includes meals and all resources.  Pay what you can, scholarships are available.  All are welcome without regard to financial circumstances.  

This intensive, highly interactive dialogue series has proven to be an effective resource for those who desire to understand, practice, and be effective in the transformative work of antiracism.  Each week, a meal is shared as participants together build a safe place for nurturing relationships and strengthening community in the common struggle against racism.  The ASDIC Program is led by Dr. Herbert Perkins with skilled facilitators trained in ASDIC principles and methodology.

To register contact Pastor Tim Johnson at 651-227-4275 or cpuc@usfamily.net.  Enrollment in each Circle is limited; please register early.  The study dialogue circle is open to all.

Youth and Children's Formation News 
**ALERT**
There has been an extension of the deadline for the Service & Synod trip to Grand Rapids, MI this coming June.  Visit the Conference Website or contact Wade Zick by email or at 612-871-0359 for more information.  

Is someone new in charge?
If you've made changes to your Youth and Children's Formation leadership, let us know by emailing Wade Zick or giving him a call at 612-230-3368.  Thanks!

Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the June Service & Synod experience and more.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on upcoming events and the latest happenings. 

Out with the Green and in with Earthwise!
Beginning this coming June at our MN Conference UCC Annual Meeting, the Justice and Witness Team will be recognizing Earthwise Congregations as determined by the Earthwise Congregation Resolution passed at last summer's annual meeting. Please see that resolution on the Minnesota Conference UCC website. Click the Annual Meeting tab and then Past Resolutions. The Justice and Witness Team will no longer be recognizing "Green Churches" as it did previously. Please see Jack Chandler or Rev. Gary Titusdahl of the Justice and Witness Team with your questions. Remember...Don't place a Green Church where God has placed an Earthwise Congregation. 

Justice & Witness Special Offering
Thank you for supporting the 2009 Justice and Witness Special Offering. Most of the churches held that offering back in January, but it's never too late to make this appeal to our churches. Please find bulletin inserts and envelope labels in the Justice & Witness Resources Library on the new Conference website.  Money raised in this offering is placed in the conference's Peace Fund, with proceeds to be used for peace and justice initiatives in our conference. Go to the Minnesota Conference UCC website and look under Forms if you are interested in applying for a grant from this Peace Fund. Thank you from your Justice and Witness Team!

Upcoming Events
Children & Youth Formation Events
Children & Family Faith Formation/CE Leader Gathering - March Mixer
Thursday, March 5, 2009 - 10:00-2:30pm
Union Church in St. Louis Park
More information available on the Conference Website

Middle School Road Tour
Two more stops left on the Tour!  March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church and May 9 at Peace UCC in Duluth.  RSVP with Wade Zick by email by March 16 for the Fergus Falls stop.  Check out the YouTube video!
Prayer Service
Prayer Service to Call for 
Immigration Renewal and Action

Sunday, February 22nd at 7:00pm, faith leaders will join community leaders and residents at Lyndale UCC in a prayer vigil for the protection of immigrant families and the leadership of President Obama and members of congress to enact humane immigration reform.  The vigil is part of a nationwide movement, Prayer, Renewal and Action on Immigration, in cities throughout the country to highlight the growing movement of faith communities working to bring humanity and compassion into the public dialogue on immigration.  In addition to prayers from faith leaders and comments from community leaders and members, Rev. Matt Perkus from Decorah UCC will give us the latest update on the Postville disaster.  There will be an offering for Postville in addition to the food drive.

February 22, 2009 at 7:00pm
Lyndale United Church of Christ
810 West 31st Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408
For more information and to help promote this event, download and post the flyer and bulletin insert.
Yoga at St. Paul's UCC in St. Paul
For the upcoming five Sundays, Feb. 22 - March 22, 4:00-5:00 pm Hatha Yoga will be taught and all levels are welcome.  Bob Fellows, a certified Yoga instructor for 20 years will be facilitating the class.  Twenty dollars for the entire session of five classes goes to the church.  FFI contact Bob by email or at 612-925-4090.

St. Paul's UCC | 900 Summit Ave, St Paul | 651.224.5809

"Day Away" Clergy Gathering
"Day Away" Clergy Gathering
New Spirit UCC, Savage
February 23, 2009 | 10:00am-4:00pm

The event is a time to refresh, make connections and prepare for our Lenten journeys. The event is free and we will walk/drive to a nearby lunch place. The event is sponsored by the Professional Development for Authorized Ministers Team and if there are any questions contact Rev. T. Michael Rock by email or at 763-537-6965.  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Mark the end of Epiphany and beginning of Lent with a Pancake supper Tuesday, Feb. 24th from 4:00-7:00pm at Clark Memorial United Church of Christ, 779 15th Ave. North in South St. Paul, MN. Come and enjoy regular or potato pancakes with syrup and applesauce, sausage, and a beverage. Cost is $4 for adults, $3 for kids age 15 through 6 and free for kids 5 and under. 

"Faith and Film" a four-day series
Beginning Sunday, March 1st 1:00-3:00pm, 
continuing Monday-Wednesday evenings, 
March 1-4 6:30-8:30pm
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403


Dr. Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki - an authority from California on film and theology, and a leader in the field of process theology - will lead a four-day series, "Faith and Film."  The Sunday topic will be "What Makes Us Real?" based on film clips from Lars and the Real Girl.  More details on the discussion schedule and Dr. Suchocki can be found at Plymouth Church's website.
Evensong Service w. Harp and Dulcimer
Sunday, March 1st, 5:15 - 6:00 pm, St. Paul's UCC, St. Paul.  Begin the Lenten journey with a contemplative service of singing to include music from the Iona and Taize Communities.  FFI contact Norma Rae Hunt by email or at 651-224-5809.  Please join us in this simple service!

St Paul's UCC | 900 Summit Ave, St Paul | 651.224.5809

Where are the 20-Somethings? Webinar
Take this opportunity to participate in this ministry-altering webinar: Where are the 20-Somethings?
Tuesday, March 3, 2009, 6:00-8:00pm
Cost is a mere $9.99
Register and find more information at 
the Grow the UCC website.

Together, we will explore where the 20-somethings have gone, how they are meeting their spiritual needs, and what the Church should recognize in the shift of behavior.  We will explore creative opportunities for reconnecting with younger generations while honoring their spiritual journeys.  This webinar will feature distributable resources, online interaction, as well as structured discussion with other participants.

The Color Purple comes to St. Paul!
The Color Purple
at the Ordway in St. Paul.

Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Alice Walker, this incredible musical is not to be missed.  The stop in Minnesota is for two weeks only, March 17-29, 2009.  There are wonderful group rates available, so grab a gang from the church and head downtown.  There is more information about group tickets by calling 651-282-3111 or at the St. Paul stop's website more general information and individual tickets are available at colorpurple.com or by calling 651-224-4222.

For the Bible Tells Me So screening at Cherokee Park
The groundbreaking documentary For the Bible Tells Me So by Daniel Karslake will be presented by Cherokee Park United Church on Saturday, March 7th at 6:00pm.  The evening will begin with a meal of chili (traditional or vegetarian) for all attendees.  A free-will offering will be taken to cover expenses.  The video will be shown at 6:30pm.  For the Bible Tells Me So examines how several Christian families experience the sexual identity of their children.  The film brilliantly reconciles homosexuality and Biblical scripture and exposes the misinterpretations some church-sanctioned anti-gay bias is based upon.  The subject of the film is geared for adults and mature teens.  

Cherokee Park United Church
371 W Baker St, St Paul, MN
5 minutes from Downtown, 1/2 block east of Smith Ave
651-227-4275 | cpuc@usfamily.net 
Bishop John Shelby Spong to speak in Duluth
Save these dates: March 13, 14 and 15, 2009!
Opening our Doors, Opening our Hearts Conference 
Keynote Speaker: Bishop John Shelby Spong


"Congregations Working Together to Create Cities of Welcome" An event for all people of all faiths who desire welcoming communities for all people regardless of sexual orietation.
Friday: Peace UCC, Duluth, MN 7:00-9:00pm
Keynote by Rt. Rev. Spong and Concert by Clear
Saturday: Marshall HS, Duluth, MN, Fregeau Auditorium, 9:00-3:00pm
Lecture, Panel Discussion, & Question and Answer Session
Sunday: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Duluth, MN10:00am
Worship

Peace Church can help with some housing of UCC folks!  Be on the look out for registration materials.  Visit www.peaceucc.org for more information.

2009 Minnesota "Open & Affirming" Celebration
Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
The 2009 Minnesota "Open and Affirming" Celebration
Sunday, April 26th
Workshops @ 2:30 pm | Worship @ 4:00 pm
 
hosted by Pilgrims United Church of Christ
8801 Rice Lake Rd, Maple Grove
Download the poster here and help to promote this event!

Secular Bible Study
This is a project being undertaken by the Community Outreach of Trinity United Methodist Church, co-founded and co-organized by the Minnesota Atheists.  This Secular Bible Study seeks to promote learning and understanding, and to engage in constructive and respectful dialogue among a diverse group of people.  

The first meeting will take place Tuesday, February 24 from 7:00-9:00pm at Diamond's Cafe in the Gold Room, 1618 Central Avenue NE, Minneapolis, MN.

Chester Barber, one of our In-Care folks, is organizing this endeavor.
Employment Opportunities
Seeking Financial Development Consultant 
The Minnesota Conference seeks a Financial Development Consultant.  A position description is available on the Conference website.  Applications will be received through February 20, 2009.  If you or someone you know may be interested in this post, contact Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, by email or call 612-871-0359. 

Seeking Minister of Visitation
The United Church of Christ in New Brighton announces a one year call (with possible extension) for a Minister of Visitation to Seniors and Lay Visitation Program Developer, approximately 20 hours/month.  See full position description and contact information by clicking here.
Minister for Children and Families sought
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow.  See full position description and contact information here.

Associate Pastor Position
Three-quarter associate pastor position for transition period of 6-12 months to be filled after March 15, 2009.  We seek a partner in sustaining a dynamic ministry at Falcon Heights UCC in Falcon Heights, Minnesota.  See full position description and contact information here.
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