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Your Legislator NEEDS to Hear From You!
 
From the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition:  
Lawmakers will be visiting communities February 19th and 20th to get input on the governor's budget recommendations and listen to the public's ideas to address the state's $4.8 billion budget deficit. Please show up and carry the message that we should not balance the budget by cutting 113,000 people off health care, nor by shredding the safety net during a recession. If we are considering such cuts, then revenues, raised fairly, are clearly needed as an alternative.  We need hundreds of people at these meetings to carry this message.

From A Minnesota Without Poverty:
A Minnesota Without Poverty is in the process of developing a study/discussion guide for the commission's recommendations.  A team of facilitators will be available to lead a discussion in your congregation or group.  Contact Rev. Nancy Maeker at nancy.maeker@mnchurches.org to schedule a forum discussion.  
 
The Final Report of the Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020 has been POSTED at this link.  A Minnesota Without Poverty also strongly urges you to get to these legislative committee meetings and make your voice heard.  

Legislative Committee Hearings
Schedule for Saturday, Feb. 14:
Oak Park Heights: 10-11:30am at Boutwells Landing Community Room, 5600 Norwich Parkway, Oak Park Heights

Schedule for Thursday, Feb. 19:
Mankato: 6 p.m. at the Mankato Intergovernmental Center, Mankato River Room, 10 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato.

Rochester: 6 p.m. at the Rochester Community and Technical College, Heintz Center Commons Area, 1926 Collegeview Road SE, Rochester.
 
St. Cloud: 6 p.m. at the St. Cloud City Hall Council Chambers, 400 2nd St. S., St. Cloud.
 
Willmar: 6 p.m. at Kennedy Elementary School, 824 7th St. S.W., Willmar.
 

Schedule for Friday, Feb. 20: 
Albert Lea: 10 a.m. at the Albert Lea City Hall Council Chambers, 221 E. Clark St., Albert Lea.
 
Winona: 3:30 p.m. at the Winona City Hall Council Chambers, 207 Lafayette, Winona.
 
Marshall: 2:30 p.m. at the Southwest Minnesota State University Lecture Hall, 1501 State St., Marshall.
 
Worthington: 10:30 a.m. at the Worthington City Hall Council Chambers, 303 Ninth St., Worthington.
 
Little Falls: 9:30 a.m. at the Morrison County Government Center, Garden Level Meeting Room, 213 1st Ave. S.E., Little Falls.
 
Alexandria: 2 p.m. at Alexandria City Hall, 704 Broadway, Alexandria
 
Duluth: 9:30 a.m. at the Duluth City Hall Council Chambers, 411 W. 1st St., Duluth
 
Virginia: 1:30 p.m. at Mesabi Range Community and Technical College, Small Auditorium,1001 Chestnut St. W., Virginia.
 
Brainerd: 10:30 a.m. at Washington Educational Services Building,  Boardroom, 804 Oak St., Brainerd.
 
Bemidji: 3:30 p.m. at Bemidji State University, American Indian Resource Center Gathering Place, 1620 Birchmont Dr., Bemidji.
 
Moorhead: additionally, the Senate Tax Committee will meet at 12:30 p.m. at Minnesota State University Moorhead, Comstock Union, 1104 7th Ave. S., Moorhead.

Schedule for Monday, Feb. 23:
Woodbury: 6:00pm at Central Park Amphitheater, 8595 Central Park Place, Woodbury
 

Schedule for Tuesday, Feb. 24:
Bloomington: 7:00pm at Bloomington City Hall, 1800 W Old Shakopee Rd, Bloomington

Minneapolis: 6:00pm at Minneapolis Park Board, 2117 West River Rd, Minneapolis
 

Schedule for Wednesday, Feb. 25:
Burnsville: 7:30pm at Fairview Ridges Hospital, 201 E Nicollet Blvd, Burnsville

White Bear Lake: 6:30pm at White Bear Lake High School - South Campus, 3551 McKnight Rd N, White Bear Lake
 

Schedule for Thursday, Feb. 26:
St. Paul: 6:00pm at West Minnehaha Rec Center in Frogtown, 685 Minnehaha Ave W, St Paul

Plymouth: 7:00pm at Plymouth City Hall, 3400 Plymouth Blvd, Plymouth

Coon Rapids: 7:00pm at Coon Rapids City Hall, 11155 Robinson Dr, Coon Rapids

Forest Lake: Details TBD

News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
'09 Annual Meeting Seeks Children's Program Team
The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference happens this June 5-7, 2009 at the College of Saint Benedict. The College is offering us a new, lower families-only housing rate for suites over the weekend ($78 for up to 6 people in the same family). This is in response to a request to make it easier for UCC folks who attend the the meeting to bring their spouses and children with them to the meeting.  However, at this time, we do not have a church team to run our children's program.

Rev. Deb Celley of Brainerd and her team ran our program as "Peace Camp" over the last couple of years. It was excellent! She is willing to share her program with anyone who wishes to use it in 2009.  In addition, many other options are "on the table" for a children's program at annual meeting. We are currently budgeted to support 5 adult volunteers and their expenses at the meeting.

Please contact me to discuss these options, if you and a team from your church feel called to help us out this year. Contact (Rev.) Sharon J Fazel by email or call 763-421-3375 ASAP! Thanks.

DVD Now Available
The ONA/LGBT Team is pleased to announce that a DVD is now available of Rev. John Thomas' keynote address at the pre-Annual Meeting Gathering, on June 6, 2008.  The title is "Open and Affirming:  The Next Horizon," and is followed by an interesting Q&A period - both appropriate for adult education forums.  Free, but a donation to the Coalition for LGBT Concerns, Minnesota Chapter would be appreciated (upon receipt).  Contact Howard Bell at howardkbell@comcast.net
Youth and Children's Formation News 
**ALERT**
There has been an extension of the deadline for the Service & Synod trip to Grand Rapids, MI this coming June.  Visit the Conference Website or contact Wade Zick by email or at 612-871-0359 for more information.  

Is someone new in charge?
If you've made changes to your Youth and Children's Formation leadership, let us know by emailing Wade Zick or giving him a call at 612-230-3368.  Thanks!

Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the June Service & Synod experience and more.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on upcoming events and the latest happenings. 

Summer at Pilgrim Point - It's coming!
The 2009 Pilgrim Point Camp brochure is at the printer and will be sent to your church soon. In the meantime you can find a version for on-line viewing and a printable version on the Pilgrim Point Camp web site.
 
You will also find Worship Recourses for a "Camp Sunday", Bulletin inserts, A poster for your church bulletin board, Camper registration forms, Campership applications, volunteer applications, Weekend use reservation forms for your church, and more.
 
Some of the above forms will also be contained in the packet of materials that will be sent to your church soon. 
 
Isn't it wonderful that it's time to start thinking about a summer on the shores of Lake Ida at Pilgrim Point Camp? Can you feel the sun on your face and the cool water on your toes as your legs dangle off of the end of the dock? I know I can already hear the laughter and the singing and the crackle of the campfire. 
 
Think summer!  Think Pilgrim Point!!!
Dee Dressler
Managing Director
Pilgrim Point Camp

Upcoming Events
Children & Youth Formation Events
Middle School Road Tour
Two more stops left on the Tour!  March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church and May 9 at Peace UCC in Duluth.  RSVP with Wade Zick by email by March 16 for the Fergus Falls stop.  Check out the YouTube video!
Children & Family Faith Formation/CE Leader Gathering - March Mixer
Thursday, March 5, 2009 - 10:00-2:30pm
Union Church in St. Louis Park

More information available on the Conference Website
The Reshaping of Ministry: Trends & Mysteries
Tuesday, February 17, 7:30pm
Bigelow Chapel, United Theological Seminary
This event is free and open to the public.

In this workshop, we will take a look at recent studies that highlight several trends, opportunities, and challenges in theological education: issues related to gender trends in theological schools and congregations, racial/ethnic disparity in leadership, changing demographics of student populations, and the competing internal missions of seminaries and divinity schools. We'll conclude with an honest look at why we bother with theological education, turning towards God's mysteries as opportunities to be lived as communities of faith rather than puzzles to be solved by Enlightenment academic models.
            
Trace Haythorn is president of The Fund for Theological Education (FTE), a leading ecumenical advocate for excellence and diversity in Christian ministry and theological scholarship. He will be leading the workshop.

For more information, visit the website of United Theological Semianary.
Prayer Service
On behalf of the Interfaith Immigration Coalition and the UCC Coordinating Committee for Humane Immigration, we invite your participation in a Service of Prayer, Renewal and Action on Immigration, Sunday, February 22, 2009 at 7:00pm, Lyndale United Church of Christ.  Please download the bulletin insert and flyer.
Our Whole Lives (Sexuality Education) Trainings
Elementary Training (Grades K-1 and 4-6) February 27-28 at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis
 
Middle/High School Training (Grades 7-9 and 10-12) May 1-2 at First Congregational UCC, Anoka. 
 
Contact Kiely Todd Roska by email or 612-870-0974 for more information. 

"Faith and Film" a four-day series
Beginning Sunday, March 1st 1:00-3:00pm, continuing Monday-Wednesday evenings, 
March 1-4 6:30-8:30pm
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403


Dr. Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki - an authority from California on film and theology, and a leader in the field of process theology - will lead a four-day series, "Faith and Film."  The Sunday topic will be "What Makes Us Real?" based on film clips from Lars and the Real Girl.

More details on the discussion schedule and Dr. Suchocki can be found at Plymouth Church's website.
Audacious Hope, Active Courage
Stories of the Human Rights Struggle in the Philippines
Tuesday, March 10, 7:30pm
Bigelow Chapel, United Theological Seminary


The war on terror has produced new and alarming acts of human rights abuse throughout the world but particularly in the Philippines. Since 2001 there have been over 900 recorded victims of extra-judicial killings. Extra-judicial killings do not distinguish between prophetic civil citizenship and armed combatants; pastors of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines are among the victims. In this evening program participants will hear both personal stories and reflections on national trends by two persons from the Philippines who are keenly aware of the struggles and persecutions currently taking place in their homeland. Ideas and information about how churches can respond will be offered.  
 
Marma Urbano is an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines. She is working on a Diploma for Advanced Theological Studies at United with a focus on developing a ministry with the Diaspora Filipinos in the United States. Due to the ongoing human rights crisis in the Philippines and the security situation that has made Urbano leave her country, she has applied for political asylum in the U.S.
 
Eleazar S. Fernandez is professor of constructive theology at United and an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ in the Philippines. He earned his M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary in the Philippines, his Th.M. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and his Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University. He is the author of Reimagining the Human: Theological Anthropology in Response to Systemic Evil.
 
Fee: $10.00, Students: No charge
Registration deadline: Tuesday, March 3
For more information and to register, visit the website of United Theological Seminary.
'09 Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Enough for All Creation: 2009 Ecumenical Advocacy Days, March 13 - 16, 2009

Register now! Deadline for preferred rate approaching!
The 2009 Ecumenical Advocacy gathering will be held in Washington, D.C. March 13-16.  If you are interested in attending, please register and book your hotel by Wednesday February 11 to get the best rates. 

The 7th annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) will explore ways to bring about a world with Enough for All Creation. Participants will hear about the connections between climate change, migration and poverty in the U.S. and around the world.  With a new President and Congress, this is a vital time to make the voices of the churches heard in Washington!

Hundreds of people of faith from throughout the United States and representing a wide array of Christian communions will gather in Washington, D.C. March 13-16 for worship, fellowship and witness. Church World Service has been a major sponsor of Ecumenical Advocacy Days since its inception in 2003.  For more information and to register for this gathering visit the Ecumenical Advocacy Days website.

Employment Opportunities
Seeking Financial Development Consultant 
The Minnesota Conference seeks a Financial Development Consultant.  A position description is available on the Conference website.  Applications will be received through February 20, 2009.  If you or someone you know may be interested in this post, contact Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, by email or call 612-871-0359. 

Seeking Minister of Visitation
The United Church of Christ in New Brighton announces a one year call (with possible extension) for a: Minister of Visitation to Seniors and Lay Visitation Program Developer, approximately 20 hours/month.

Description: UCCNB's Board of Deacons and Clergy recognize a need for more regular, ongoing connections with a growing population of senior members.
Tasks:
- Implement and follow a regular schedule of visitation for homebound members and nursing home residents. 
- Plan and carry out regular training opportunities for lay visitors.
- Make visitation assignments and support volunteers to continue the visitation ministry.
Qualifications:
- Person of Faith
- Experience in visitation ministry (i.e. pastoral ministry/Clinical Pastoral Education/pastoral counseling)
- Awareness of issues facing seniors
- Experience developing programs and training others
- Ability to share skills and knowledge
- Possession of reliable transportation and ability to drive
Application:
Please submit applications by February 23, 2009 to:
Dawn Schilling, Chair: Board of Deacons
United Church of Christ in New Brighton
1000 Long Lake Rd., New Brighton, MN 55112

Minister for Children and Families sought
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.  We are hoping this person can start by the beginning of March.

Interim Minister Wanted
As announced earlier, the Rev. Rosanna Walker will be retiring from her position as Pastor of the Rainy River Regional Parish in June of 2009.  Her farewell service will be on June 14th.  It is not too early to be thinking about interim ministry in this wonderful area for hunting and fishing.  Contact Rick Wagner by email for more info about the position or the area.  The churches include First Congregational UCC in Baudette, United Congregational UCC in Birchdale, and Pilgrim Congregational in Williams.  A lovely 4-bedroom parsonage sits adjacent to the church in Baudette.

Associate Pastor Position
Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
Open & Affirming, Just Peace, and Earthwise Congregation


Three-quarter position for transition period of 6-12 months to be filled after March 15, 2009.  We seek a partner in sustaining a dynamic ministry in Falcon Heights, Minnesota.  Primary responsibility will be for Christian Nurture for all members with focus on children, youth and families.  This staff person directs the confirmation program while involvement in the youth group is limited.  The associate participates in worship and has opportunities to preach.  There are also opportunities to offer pastoral care and this person will provide pastoral coverate in the absence of the Senior Pastor.  Administrative work related to program and ministry is required.

The successful candidate will be ordained or be in a covenantal relationship with the UCC and/or have experience in parish ministry and faith development.  One will be creative and value diversity, be comfortable working in a multiple staff setting and be firm in their relationship with the UCC.  

Compensation is negotiable based upon experience.  The successful candidate will be eligible to apply for the re-envisioned associate pastorate following the transition period.  Forward resumes or profiles to Rev. Richard C. Seaver by email or at Falcon Heights UCC, 1795 Holton St., Falcon Heights, MN 55113.

Classifieds
Great Dishes Available
Parkview UCC has restaurant quality dishes they are willing to give away to any UCC church that is interested and can pick up the dishes. There are 210 dinner plates, 317 small plates, 199 coffee cups (all these match; white with green stripe around edge). We also have 12 oval plates (that do not match the rest of the dishes) that are white.  For more information or to grab up these great dishes contact the Parkview UCC Office by email or at 651.429.3346.
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