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Dear Colleagues in Ministry,

Over 850 Christians, Jews and Muslims gathered yesterday in St. Paul's RiverCentre for the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) "Day on the Hill."  The Minnesota Conference UCC was well represented.   Rev. Elena Larssen and I counted nearly thirty of us, hailing from as far north as Duluth and as far south as Mankato and about a dozen metro UCC congregations.

Currently, the Minnesota legislature faces a $5 billion dollar deficit, a figure that is expected to worsen as new economic reports are released.  The question before us, said JRLC Executive Director, Brian Rusche, is "Will we care for or abandon each other?"  Keynote speaker, Dr. Ingrid Mattson, the president of the Islamic Society of North America, reminded us that we are willing to make sacrifices for those we love.  What is required therefore is the recognition and cultivation of the deep bonds of our common humanity.  She quoted the prophet Mohammed who said, "When you see someone who has more, look to someone who has less" and "The noblest battle is to speak a word of truth to an unjust ruler."  In the United States, said Mattson, we are our own rulers, so during this challenging time we must be honest with ourselves and we must take direct action to care for each other. 

Click here to read more from Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister
News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. We celebrate with the Rev. Brigit Stevens and the congregation of St. Paul's United Church of Christ in Henderson, Minnesota as they will begin their ministry together in late February.

2. On January 25, 2009, a unanimous voice vote of 84 members at First Congregational Church UCC of Anoka approved the church's new Open and Affirming statement. Anoka has now officially been added to the list of UCC Minnesota ONA congregations by the Coalition for LGBT Concerns.

3. We offer our sympathy to Rev. Charlotte Frantz, Pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church in Duluth, on the death of her father, Fred Frantz, on January 24th.  Mr. Frantz was a retired nuclear physicist. A memorial service was held in Annville, PA, on Feb. 2nd.

4. Revs. Bob and Ruth Beck, Pastors of St. Peter's UCC in Stillwater, have announced their intention to retire at the end of 2009.  We wish them and St. Peter's UCC a fruitful final year of ministry together

5. It is with sadness that we tell you that the Rev. Bernard (Bud) McLain, UCC/Congregational minister for more than 55 years, died of natural causes January 3rd, 2009 at the age of 92.  A service was held at Holbrook Church in Livingston, MT on January 17th, and a celebration of life is planned for July 11th in Mayville, ND.  Memorials preferred to Mayflower Community Church where he and his wife Kathy were recently members, 106 E Diamond Lake Rd, Minneapolis, MN 55419.

6. With 14 churches represented at the Ecclesiastical Council, Bob Fellows was unanimous approved for ordination pending a call.

7. On Saturday, January 7, 2009, at Plymouth Congregational Church, Brandon Perrine will be ordained into and by the United Church of Christ into Christian Ministry.  The service will be at 5:00pm, and all are welcome to attend.  Plymouth Congregational Church is at 1900 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403.

'09 Annual Meeting Seeks Children's Program Team
The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference happens this June 5-7, 2009 at the College of Saint Benedict. The College is offering us a new, lower families-only housing rate for suites over the weekend ($78 for up to 6 people in the same family). This is in response to a request to make it easier for UCC folks who attend the the meeting to bring their spouses and children with them to the meeting.  However, at this time, we do not have a church team to run our children's program.

Rev. Deb Celley of Brainerd and her team ran our program as "Peace Camp" over the last couple of years. It was excellent! She is willing to share her program with anyone who wishes to use it in 2009.  In addition, many other options are "on the table" for a children's program at annual meeting. We are currently budgeted to support 5 adult volunteers and their expenses at the meeting.

PLEASE CALL ME to discuss these options, if you and a team from your church feel called to help us out this year. Contact (Rev.) SHARON J FAZEL by email or call 763-421-3375 ASAP! Thanks.

DVD Now Available
The ONA/LGBT Team is pleased to announce that a DVD is now available of Rev. John Thomas' keynote address at the pre-Annual Meeting Gathering, on June 6, 2008.  The title is "Open and Affirming:  The Next Horizon," and is followed by an interesting Q&A period - both appropriate for adult education forums.  Free, but a donation to the Coalition for LGBT Concerns, Minnesota Chapter would be appreciated (upon receipt).  Contact Howard Bell at howardkbell@comcast.net
2030 Clergy Network 
There is a new February 2009 edition of the 2030 clergy newsletter available on the Conference Website.  Don't forget to check out and register for the Midwest 2030 Clergy gathering in Chicago in late April.  Again, more information is available on the Conference Website.

Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota
On Wednesday, January 21st, the Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020 released its recommendations.  This report was the outcome of a challenge started by the Lutherans, picked up by the Minnesota Council of Churches and lobbied by the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition that resulted in the legislature calling a bi-partisan Commission to study poverty in Minnesota and make recommendations back to the legislature.  Click here to read more of the report of Jim Puffer, UCC Member of the Statewide Organizing Team for a Minnesota Without Poverty.

Youth and Children's Formation News 
**ALERT**
There has been an extension of the deadline for the Service & Synod trip to Grand Rapids, MI this coming June.  Visit the Conference Website or contact Wade Zick by email or at 612-871-0359 for more information.  

Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the June Service & Synod experience and more.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on upcoming events and the latest happenings. 

Just a Reminder 
Don't forget to participate in the Pension Board's Member Education Conference Call Series.  The second Wednesday of every month at 11:00am CST, just call 1-888-635-9299 and use the access code 905128.  The next Conference Call will be Wednesday, February 11, 2009.  Don't miss it!

Upcoming Events
Children & Youth Formation Events
Don't forget to register for the February CYE

Mythbusters @ United Theological Seminary
February 13-15, 2009.  Registration deadline is this February 6, and the retreat costs $35.  The Conference Website has registration forms to fill out and send in.

Middle School Road Tour
Two more stops left on the Tour!  March 21 at Fergus Falls Federated Church and May 9 at Peace UCC in Duluth.  RSVP with Wade Zick by email by March 16 for the Fergus Falls stop.  Check out the YouTube video!
Children & Family Faith Formation/CE Leader Gathering - March Mixer
Thursday, March 5, 2009 - 10:00-2:30pm
Union Church in St. Louis Park

More information available on the Conference Website
Upcoming "A Minnesota Without Poverty" Event
You Gotta Have Heart
Reservations are now open for "You Gotta Have Heart" - the second annual cabaret/fundraiser sponsored by A Minnesota Without Poverty.  To make your reservations ($30/person), contact Aundrea by email or call 612-230-3236.  
Date and Time: Saturday, February 7th, 6:00-9:30pm
Place: Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave, Minneapolis
Reservations: $30/person, $240/table of eight
Why attend: To support micro-enterprise at Midtown Global Market
Send checks to: MCC-AMWOP, Attn: Aundrea Billings
122 W Franklin Avenue, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Visit the Minnesota Without Poverty Website for more information on the event.

Confirmation Retreat
Three Ways in the World: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
A Retreat for UCC Confirmation Classes
Exploring differences and commonalities between three world religions that claim Abraham as their spiritual ancestor and asking the question: How does my faith teach me how to be in the world?

February 20-21, 2009
Friday 5:30pm - Saturday 3:30 pm
First Congregational UCC - Moorhead, Minnesota
$10/student, plus money for Saturday lunch at McDonald's
Checks may be made to First Congregational UCC

Presented by the Fargo-Moorhead area UCC Churches
For more information, please contact Rev. Wendy Ward by email by email or at 218-354-7198, or visit the Conference for downloadable registration forms and a retreat flyer.

Bishop John Shelby Spong to speak in Duluth
Save these dates: March 13, 14 and 15, 2009!
Opening our Doors, Opening our Hearts Conference 
Duluth, Minnesota
Keynote Speaker: Bishop John Shelby Spong


"Congregations Working Together to Create Cities of Welcome" An event for all people of all faiths who desire welcoming communities for all people regardless of sexual orietation.
Friday: Peace UCC, 7:00-9:00pm
Keynote by Rt. Rev. Spong and Concert by Clear
Saturday: Marshall HS, Fregeau Auditorium, 9:00-3:00pm
Lecture, Panel Discussion, & Question and Answer Session
Sunday: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 10:00am
Worship

Peace Church can help with some housing of UCC folks!  Be on the look out for registration materials.  Visit www.peaceucc.org for more information.

The Color Purple comes to Minnesota!
Take this opportunity to catch 
The Color Purple
at the Ordway in St. Paul.  


Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Alice Walker, this incredible musical is not to be missed.  The stop in Minnesota is for two weeks only, March 17-29, 2009.  There are wonderful group rates available, so grab a gang from the church and head downtown.  There is more information about group tickets by calling 651-282-3111 or at the St. Paul stop website more general information and individual tickets are available at colorpurple.com or by calling 651-224-4222.

2009 Minnesota "Open and Affirming" Celebration
Living the Faith: Called Out, Sent Forth
The 2009 Minnesota "Open and Affirming" Celebration
Sunday, April 26th
Workshops @ 2:30 pm | Worship @ 4:00 pm

hosted by
Pilgrims United Church of Christ
8801 Rice Lake Rd, Maple Grove
Download the poster here and help to promote this event!

Employment Opportunities
Seeking Financial Development Consultant 
The Minnesota Conference seeks a Financial Development Consultant.  A position description is available on the Conference website.  Applications will be received through February 20, 2009.  If you or someone you know may be interested in this post, contact Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, by email or call 612-871-0359. 

Seeking Minister of Visitation
The United Church of Christ in New Brighton announces a one year call (with possible extension) for a: Minister of Visitation to Seniors and Lay Visitation Program Developer, approximately 20 hours/week.

Description: UCCNB's Board of Deacons and Clergy recognize a need for more regular, ongoing connections with a growing population of senior members.
Tasks:
- Implement and follow a regular schedule of visitation for homebound members and nursing home residents. 
- Plan and carry out regular training opportunities for lay visitors.
- Make visitation assignments and support volunteers to continue the visitation ministry.
Qualifications:
- Person of Faith
- Experience in visitation ministry (i.e. pastoral ministry/Clinical Pastoral Education/pastoral counseling)
- Awareness of issues facing seniors
- Experience developing programs and training others
- Ability to share skills and knowledge
- Possession of reliable transportation and ability to drive
Application:
Please submit applications by February 23, 2009 to:
Dawn Schilling, Chair: Board of Deacons
United Church of Christ in New Brighton
1000 Long Lake Rd., New Brighton, MN 55112

Minister for Children and Families sought
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.  We are hoping this person can start by the beginning of March.

Interim Minister Wanted
As announced earlier, the Rev. Rosanna Walker will be retiring from her position as Pastor of the Rainy River Regional Parish in June of 2009.  Her farewell service will be on June 14th.  It is not too early to be thinking about interim ministry in this wonderful area for hunting and fishing.  Contact Rick Wagner by email for more info about the position or the area.  The churches include First Congregational UCC in Baudette, United Congregational UCC in Birchdale, and Pilgrim Congregational in Williams.  A lovely 4-bedroom parsonage sits adjacent to the church in Baudette.

Classifieds
Great Dishes Available
Parkview UCC has restaurant quality dishes they are willing to give away to any UCC church that is interested and can pick up the dishes. There are 210 dinner plates, 317 small plates, 199 coffee cups (all these match; white with green stripe around edge). We also have 12 oval plates (that do not match the rest of the dishes) that are white.  For more information or to grab up these great dishes contact the Parkview UCC Office by email or at 651.429.3346.
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