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News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1. The joint parish council of Faith UCC, Bertha, and First Congregational UCC, Wadena, is pleased to announce that they have entered into an agreement with the Rev. Dr. Bob Griggs to serve as their Interim Pastor, beginning February 15, 2009.

2. This past Sunday the annual meeting of First Congregational UCC, Zumbrota unanimously voted to become Open & Affirming after a careful and extensive study over the last five months using the UCC suggested materials to prepare.  Leslie Amundson of the ONA/LGBT team was the Conference Consultant.

Youth and Children's Formation News 
Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the June Service & Synod experience and more.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on upcoming events and the latest happenings. 

DVD Now Available
The ONA/LGBT Team is pleased to announce that a DVD is now available of Rev. John Thomas' keynote address at the pre-Annual Meeting Gathering, on June 6, 2008.  The title is "Open and Affirming:  The Next Horizon," and is followed by an interesting Q&A period - both appropriate for adult education forums.  Free, but a donation to the Coalition for LGBT Concerns, Minnesota Chapter would be appreciated (upon receipt).  Contact Howard Bell at howardkbell@comcast.net
Academy for Vital Christianity - Sign up now!
Check out the new spring learning opportunities with the Academy for Vital Christianity!

It's just what you were looking for: "Bible 101," "Reading the Prophets in the 21st Century," "Understanding the New Testament in Today's World," "Stewardship: Grateful and Graceful Living," "Essentials in Christian Education," and "Transforming Conflict: Dealing with Difficult People in Your Congregation." 

Held locations around the metro area and in Duluth and Rochester, Academy classes are for anyone seeking to deepen their faith and broaden their knowledge of Christianity. For complete class descriptions and registration information, visit the Academy's website. You may also contact Renee Flesner by email or at 651.255.6138.  

Companion Communities
UCC Companion Communities:
"To Engage young adults with human need & 
Expansion of spiritual reflection, while
Encompassed in communal living
Embraced by the church"

 
If you are committed to actions of service and social justice, conscientious living and spiritual reflection and are 21-30 years old, UCC Companion Communities: Young Adult Service Communities are for you.  Download a flyer here.  10 month and 10 week (summer) communities are forming.  Spend your summer or the upcoming school year in community - June-August 2009 or September, 2009 - June, 2010.  Be part of intentional community, social justice, service and spiritual conversation.  For more information, visit the UCC volunteer website, or contact Executive for Volunteer Ministries, Mary Schaller Blaufuss by email or at 866-822-8224x3214 

Application part I is on-line and due March 1, 2009.  Application part II and written reference forms are due March 13, 2009.  Notification of selection and placement by April 30, 2009.  Housing, health insurance and small stipend for food and incidental living expenses are provided.

Upcoming Events
Day on the Hill - February 3, 2009
People of faith find clarity of vision and demands for justice in the words of prophets.  Minnesota's work to end poverty by 2020 is inspired by prophetic calls to stand with today's widows, orphans, strangers, and the dispossessed.  Be part of the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition's prophetic leadership as we bring about justice and righteousness here in Minnesota.  

You can save money by registering early.  Register online at www.jrlc.org or request a printed form and mail it in with a check.  Registration is $30 by January 23 ($15 for students) and $40 after January 23 ($25 for students).  If you would like to discuss special dietary needs, or arrange a scholarship, please call 612-870-3670.  Find more information and registration on the JRLC's website.  You can also download bulletin inserts and brochures at the website.

Upcoming "A Minnesota Without Poverty" Event
You Gotta Have Heart
Reservations are now open for "You Gotta Have Heart" - the second annual cabaret/fundraiser sponsored by A Minnesota Without Poverty.  To make your reservations ($30/person), contact Aundrea by email or call 612-230-3236.  
Date and Time: Saturday, February 7th, 6:00-9:30pm
Place: Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave, Minneapolis
Reservations: $30/person, $240/table of eight
Why attend: To support micro-enterprise at Midtown Global Market
Send checks to: MCC-AMWOP, Attn: Aundrea Billings
122 W Franklin Avenue, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Visit the Minnesota Without Poverty Website for more information on the event.

Mythbusters! 
Don't forget to register for the February CYE

Mythbusters @ United Theological Seminary
February 13-15, 2009.  Registration deadline is February 6, and the retreat costs $35.  The Conference Website has registration forms to fill out and send in.

Spirituality & Grief
Through conversation, support, and a variety of spiritual practices, we will engage your grieving process.  This group is open to, and welcoming of, people of any faith tradition or spiritual perspective.

When: 6:30-8:00 Monday evenings, February 9 - April 20 (every other week)
Where: Allina Home Care, Hospice and Palliative Care: 1055 Westgate Dr. Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55114 651-635-9173 (front desk)
Who: Adults who have experienced the death of a loved one in the past 2 years, desire to address their grief from a spiritual perspective, and are open to the spiritual perspectives and experiences of others.

For more information, visit the posting on the Conference Website.

Confirmation Retreat
Three Ways in the World: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
A Retreat for UCC Confirmation Classes
Exploring differences and commonalities between three world religions that claim Abraham as their spiritual ancestor and asking the question: How does my faith teach me how to be in the world?

February 20-21, 2009
Friday 5:30pm - Saturday 3:30 pm
First Congregational UCC - Moorhead, Minnesota
$10/student, plus money for Saturday lunch at McDonald's
Checks may be made to First Congregational UCC

Presented by the Fargo-Moorhead area UCC Churches
For more information, please contact Rev. Wendy Ward by email by email or at 218-354-7198, or visit the Conference for downloadable registration forms and a retreat flyer.

Turning the Tide: 
Toward a Foreign Policy of Human Dignity
Friday, February 20 and Saturday, February 21
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church, Minneapolis
Tickets are $25; $10 for students/limited means


Friends for a Non-Violent World's upcoming event is bringing noted experts from around the nation together to help Minnesotans define what foreign policy issues are at stake for the Obama administration, and what we as citizens can do to make necessary change a reality.  Speakers include Jim Fine, Friends Committee on National Legislation's Legislative Secretary on Foreign Policy;
Lora Lumpe, Coordinator of the U.S. Campaign to Ban Landmines; Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer, Professor of Justice & Peace Studies at the University of St. Thomas; and others.

To view the program, order tickets and learn more, visit Turning the Tide's website or call 651-917-0383.

Friends for a Non-Violent World
1050 Selby Avenue|Saint Paul, MN 55104| 651.917.0383
www.fnvw.org 
Save the Dates!
The Annual Fall Women's Retreat will be taking place September 18-20, 2009.  Mark it in your calendar and stay tuned for more information!

Employment Opportunities
Winona State Chaplain Needed 
United Campus Ministries at Winona State University seeks a campus coordinator.  15 hrs/week, working with young adults, to nurture Christian faith at WSU.  The successful candidate will be working independently.  Call 507-452-3568 or email kz2535@hotmail.com for a job description.

Seeking Financial Development Consultant 
The Minnesota Conference seeks a Financial Development Consultant.  A position description is available on the Conference website.  Applications will be received through February 20, 2009.  If you or someone you know may be interested in this post, contact Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, by email or call 612-871-0359. 

Minister for Children and Families sought
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ Seeks a Minister for Children and Families.  Robbinsdale United Church of Christ has a thriving children's ministry program.  We seek someone passionate about faith formation that is either experienced in Christian Education or is deeply committed to learning more.  This is a 10 month 15-20 hour a week position and could grow. We celebrated the involvement of over 75 adult and youth volunteers in each of the last two years. We are currently in our eighth year of Rotation Model faith formation and continue to have the energy and volunteers for this growing ministry. Over half of our new families in the past year have been families with children. In addition, we have an exciting faith formation programs for adults as well.  We are seeking a person who is passionate and creative and loves the energy and chaos of children.  Would you like to explore a conversation about your passion and our need?  Please contact the church office at 763-537-6965 or Rev. T. Michael Rock by email.  We are hoping this person can start by the beginning of March.

Seeking Minister of Visitation
The United Church of Christ in New Brighton announces a one year call (with possible extension) for a: Minister of Visitation to Seniors and Lay Visitation Program Developer

Description: UCCNB's Board of Deacons and Clergy recognize a need for more regular, ongoing connections with a growing population of senior members.
Tasks:
- Implement and follow a regular schedule of visitation for homebound members and nursing home residents. 
- Plan and carry out regular training opportunities for lay visitors.
- Make visitation assignments and support volunteers to continue the visitation ministry.
Qualifications:
- Person of Faith
- Experience in visitation ministry (i.e. pastoral ministry/Clinical Pastoral Education/pastoral counseling)
- Awareness of issues facing seniors
- Experience developing programs and training others
- Ability to share skills and knowledge
- Possession of reliable transportation and ability to drive
Application:
Please submit applications by February 23, 2009 to:
Dawn Schilling, Chair: Board of Deacons
United Church of Christ in New Brighton
1000 Long Lake Rd., New Brighton, MN 55112
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