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News of the Conference
Joys and Concerns
1.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Rev. Janet Shannon, pastor of Community UCC in South Saint Paul, and her family as she grieves the death of her mother this past Friday, January 6.

Youth and Children's Formation News 
Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the next installment of the Middle School Road Tour and the June Service & Synod experience.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on lunch with Kelly Burd and more exciting opportunities.
____________________________________________

Is someone new in charge?
If you've made changes to your Youth and Children's Formation leadership, let us know by emailing Michele Borne or giving her a call at 612-230-3372.  Thanks!

Academy for Vital Christianity - Sign up now!
Check out the new spring learning opportunities with the Academy for Vital Christianity!

It's just what you were looking for: "Bible 101," "Reading the Prophets in the 21st Century," "Understanding the New Testament in Today's World," "Stewardship: Grateful and Graceful Living," "Essentials in Christian Education," and "Transforming Conflict: Dealing with Difficult People in Your Congregation." 

Held locations around the metro area and in Duluth and Rochester, Academy classes are for anyone seeking to deepen their faith and broaden their knowledge of Christianity. For complete class descriptions and registration information, visit the Academy's website. You may also contact Renee Flesner by email or at 651.255.6138.  

Don't miss this incredible opportunity - snatch up the early registration discount now!
Philippine Partnership News
For nearly two decades the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ has been pursuing a partnership with the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) - Southeast Mindanao Jurisdiction.  Our sisters and brothers in Christ are suffering. If you wish to take action by supporting the endeavors of the Ecumenical Advocacy Network on the Philippines, go to the Philippine Partnership portion of the Conference Website to learn more.  Please hold our partners in the Philippines in your prayers and contact your legislators.

A Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Conference staff have demonstrated  the UCC's commitment to ecumenism by participating in community prayer services involving representatives of evangelical, orthodox, Roman Catholic, conservative, and mainstream traditions.  Conference Minister, the Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers, joined with Archbishop Neinstadt and others in a Sunday night service in the Twin Cities.  Associate Conference Minister, Rick Wagner, joined with Bishop John Levoir (RC), Bishop John Anderson (ELCA), Executive Presbyter Sue Coller, and others  in a service at Willmar United Methodist on Sunday afternoon, and again on Tuesday morning at the Minnesota Church Center with Executive Presbyter, Chaz Ruark, of the Twin Cities Presbytery.   If you or your congregation have been involved in services for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, please let us know by emailing Rick Wagner.

Updates from Pilgrim Point Camp! 
There have several updates to the Pilgrim Point Camp website:

· The January Newsletter
· Pictures to help some of us reminisce our camp days from the 60s - 70s - and early 80s - folks in tank tops and plaid bell bottoms!!!- AND to get us excited for the 50th Anniversary celebration!!!!  Mark July 19th on your calendars and come in your old bell bottoms if you still have them.

· The final schedule for summer and fall 2009. There are two new camps that you will be hearing more and more about as summer approaches.

· A list of open dates and facilities for your church to come and spend a weekend on beautiful Lake Ida. We're filling up so please take a look and call the Pilgrim Point Office to get on the schedule!!!

· Some new winter pictures on the site with deep snow and hoarfrost on the trees.

It's a good time to start dreaming of sunny summer afternoons at Pilgrim Point Camp. I still have dates open to visit your church and talk about SUMMER camp!!  Email Dee Dressler or call 320-846-2852

Does your Church host an annual Mission Fair? 
Does your church host an Annual Mission fair?  If so, please notify Alison Bents by email or call 612-871-0359 so that we may be in touch with you.  Thanks!


Upcoming Events
Youth & Youth Leader Events 
Don't forget to register for the February CYE

Mythbusters @ United Theological Seminary
February 13-15, 2009.  Registration deadline is February 6, and the retreat costs $35.  The Conference Website has registration forms to fill out and send in.

The Times of Harvey Milk
Come to a free showing of the original PBS documentary

The Times of Harvey Milk
Wednesday, January 28th 
hosted by Spirit of the Lakes UCC 

6:30pm  Refreshments

7:00pm  Film

8:15pm  Discussion

The event will be led by LGBT activists who were part of the gay rights movement during the time of Harvey Milk and, the Rev. James Pennington.  Spirit of the Lakes is located at 2930 13th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN and can be contacted at 612-724-2313 or www.spiritucc.org.

Ecclesiastical Council 
Member churches and ordained ministers of the Minnesota Conference UCC will engage in a period of examination and vote on a motion that Robert Fellows be ordained into ministry of the UCC.  Come to represent your church at this event.  To ensure a quorum for the council, please RSVP to the church 612-927-4603 or lhucc@msn.com  Anyone who wishes to have lunch before the Ecclesiastical Council is requested to indicate with the RSVP.

Saturday, January 31, 2009 at 12:45pm
(light lunch served at 12:00pm)
Linden Hills UCC
4200 Upton Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55410

Baking Bread at Pilgrim's UCC, Maple Grove
Pilgrims United Church Of Christ invites UCC women and their friends to a Reprise of the 2007 Women's Retreat at Pilgrims Point.  Join the Women of Pilgrims UCC for a day of bread baking and fellowship lead by Rev. Robin Raudabaugh. 

On Saturday January 31, 2009 from 10 am to 5:00pm.  A lunch of soup and bread will be served.  Each participant will take home a loaf of bread. The cost is $10.00 per person and can be paid at the time of the retreat. Scholarships are available upon request.


For more information or to RSVP please contact Rev. Robin Raudabaugh or Karen Udstrand by email or at 612-518-6880.

Non-parishable goods will be collected at the retreat and given to the local food shelf.

Day on the Hill - February 3, 2009
People of faith find clarity of vision and demands for justice in the words of prophets.  Minnesota's work to end poverty by 2020 is inspired by prophetic calls to stand with today's widows, orphans, strangers, and the dispossessed.  Be part of the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition's prophetic leadership as we bring about justice and righteousness here in Minnesota.  

You can save money by registering early.  Register online at www.jrlc.org or request a printed form and mail it in with a check.  Registration is $30 by January 23 ($15 for students) and $40 after January 23 ($25 for students).  If you would like to discuss special dietary needs, or arrange a scholarship, please call 612-870-3670.  Find more information and registration on the JRLC's website.

Upcoming "A Minnesota Without Poverty" Event
You Gotta Have Heart
Reservations are now open for "You Gotta Have Heart" - the second annual cabaret/fundraiser sponsored by A Minnesota Without Poverty.  To make your reservations ($30/person), contact Aundrea by email or call 612-230-3236.  
Date and Time: Saturday, February 7th, 6:00-9:30pm
Place: Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave, Minneapolis
Reservations: $30/person, $240/table of eight
Why attend: To support micro-enterprise at Midtown Global Market
Send checks to: MCC-AMWOP, Attn: Aundrea Billings
122 W Franklin Avenue, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Visit the Minnesota Without Poverty Website for more information on the event.

Winter/Spring Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles 
There is still time to get registered for the two antiracism circles being offered by ASDIC Alliance at Cherokee Park United Church this Winter and Spring.  One Circle is on Tuesdays and begins Feb. 3.  The other Circle is on Saturdays and has been rescheduled to begin on March 21.  For more information download and post the flyer.  Please share the information with your respective community of faith and encourage early registration.

Bishop John Shelby Spong to speak in Duluth 
Save these dates: March 13, 14, and 15, 2009!
OPENING OUR DOORS, OPENING OUR HEARTS CONFERENCE
Duluth, Minnesota
Keynote Speaker: Bishop John Shelby Spong

 
"Congregations Working Together to Create Cities of Welcome" An event for all people of all faiths who desire welcoming communities for all people regardless of sexual orientation 
Friday: Peace UCC, 7:00-9:00pm
Keynote by Rt. Rev. Spong and Concert by Clear
Saturday: Marshall HS, Fregeau Auditorium, 9:00-3:00pm
Lecture, Panel Discussion, & Question and Answer Session
Sunday: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 10:00am
Worship

Peace Church can help with some housing of UCC folks!  Be on the look out for Registration Materials.  Visit  www.peaceucc.org for more information.

Rebuilding Homes, Reclaiming Lives
Greetings Friends,
This spring the United Church of Christ will participate with nine other members/partners of Church World Service in four weeks of rebuilding together in New Orleans.  The project:  "Rebuilding Homes, Reclaiming Lives" has identified through the long term recovery committee 12 houses in East New Orleans (Little Woods community) to repair with the hope that these families may return home.  Below is the link to register on the UCC Web site and the link to the CWS site.
 
Register for the project at the UCC's website, and find out more about it at the Church World Service website.

Please note that there are groups already signed up for the four weeks of the Ecumenical Rebuild, however, there may be some space still available - you do not have to bring a group, individuals are welcome.  First come, first serve.
 
Throughout the four weeks of this ecumenical project, the ongoing repairs of homes in other parts of New Orleans will continue - work group volunteers will be assigned to homes based on skills need for each site.  Your continuing care for the people of the Gulf Coast is greatly appreciated.


Employment Opportunities
Seeking Financial Development Consultant 
The Minnesota Conference seeks a Financial Development Consultant.  A position description is available on the Conference website.  Applications will be received through February 20, 2009.  If you or someone you know may be interested in this post, contact Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, by email or call 612-871-0359. 



	Do you spend time on Facebook?  Why not be a friend of the Minnesota Conference?
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