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Joys and Concerns
1. The church newsletters that come to our office reveal that January is a major month for annual meetings in the congregations of the Minnesota United Church of Christ.  Many churches will approve budgets. A number are voting on other important issues - whether to become Open and Affirming, on remodeling the sanctuary, on approving a search committee or about calling a pastor.  As testimony to our covenant with one another, please join the staff in praying for the local churches of the Conference as they enter a new year and make important decisions about their shared life.

2. Please hold in your thoughts and prayers Renee Arbisi, who departed yesterday for Israel/Palestine, where she will spend two weeks as part of a Christian Peacemakers Team.  Renee reports that she and Rev. Mark Arbisi (former pastor at Wabasha UCC and currently at Union Congregational UCC in Waupun, WI) are doing well in their new setting.

3. Our condolences to Rev. Doris Ruben (Grace UCC, Millville) whose father died at the age of 92 on December 22.  A memorial service was held on Saturday, December 27th at St. John's UCC in Fountain City, WI.  Doris reports that the extended Ruben family reunions always included singing and there was much of that in a service of thanksgiving for his life

4. We offer our prayers to the Rev. Jane McBride and Falcon Heights UCC in light of Jane's recent resignation as Associate Pastor.  Jane began her called ministry there in 2003 and will be leaving March 1st.  She and her partner, Jennifer Nagel, are looking forward to becoming foster parents for infants, and Jane will also be involved in farming/sustainable agriculture on a part-time basis.

5.  We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the Rev. Rebecca (Wentworth) LeMenager's escape from serious injury following the double rollover of her car in an accident the Monday before Christmas.  Wearing her seatbelt, she suffered bruises and abrasions, but no broken bones.  Rebecca is Pastor of Community UCC in Biwabik.

6. Our prayers and best wishes are with the Rev. Sara Morse and Hazel Park UCC who began their ministry together on January 6th, 2009.  Sara comes to us from her previous position as Pastor of Bethel UCC in Elkhart Lake, WI.  She is a UTS graduate, and did her student internship at UCC New Brighton.

7. Our prayers also go out to the Rev. Janet Shannon, Interim Pastor of Community UCC in St. Paul Park, for her mother who is in hospice and nearing the end of her earthly life.

Will yours be a pilot congregation? 
Deadline for applying to be a pilot vitality congregation is January 15!
This is a reminder that the deadline for applications to be a pilot vitality congregation, receiving coaching from Nickerson Coaching and those trained by him is January 15.  A written statement of interest should be send to the Conference Minister, the Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers.

Academy for Vital Christianity - Sign up now!
Check out the new spring learning opportunities with the Academy for Vital Christianity!

United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, in partnership with the Minnesota Conferences of the United Church of Christ and the United Methodist Church, is pleased to announce the spring offerings for the inaugural year of the Academy for Vital Christianity. 

Classes are "Bible 101," "Reading the Prophets in the 21st Century," "Understanding the New Testament in Today's World," "Stewardship: Grateful and Graceful Living," "Essentials in Christian Education," and "Transforming Conflict: Dealing with Difficult People in Your Congregation." 

Held in convenient locations around the metro area and in Duluth and Rochester, Academy classes are for anyone seeking to deepen their faith and broaden their knowledge of Christianity. For complete class descriptions and registration information, visit the Academy's website. You may also contact Renee Flesner by email or at 651.255.6138.

Excellence in Teaching Awards 
We are invited to submit candidates for the Excellence in Teaching Awards to be presented by Local Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ at General Synod XXVII, June 26-30 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Excellence in Teaching Awards recognize outstanding educators, lay or ordained, employed or volunteer, who exemplify excellence in teaching, who are members of UCC congregation and/or who teach in an institution, agency, or mission related to the United Church of Christ; or educational programs in settings related to the UCC which exemplify excellence in teaching.  Nominations and letters of reference may be submitted by a member of the United Church or Christ, using the official nomination form (available from the Conference office).  All nominations must be received in the offices of Local Church Ministires by no later than March 31, 2009.
 
Please consider who might be a candidate for this award and nominate them.  At General Synod XXVI in 2007, Carolyn Bogott of the First Congregational UCC, Austin, was honored for her excellence in teaching.

Does your church host an annual Mission Fair?
Does your church host an annual Mission Fair?  If so, please notify Alison Bents by email or call 612-871-0359 so that we may be in touch with you.  Thanks!

Hey, Youth & Children's Formation Folks! 
Check out the Conference Website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the next installment of the Middle School Road Tour and the June Service & Synod experience.  Also, see the latest newsletter for information on lunch with Kelly Burd and more exciting opportunities.

Is someone new in charge?
If you've made changes to your Youth and Children's Formation leadership, let us know by emailing Michele Borne or giving her a call at 612-230-3372.  Thanks!

Muslim-Christian Dialogue
At a presentation made to the conference ministers and associate conference ministers of the West Central Region last fall, Rev. Dr. David Greenhaw, President of Eden Theological Seminary, predicted that interfaith dialogue would be the signifying characteristic of the mainline Christian movement in the 21st century.  Members of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ have a particular opportunity to participate in this conversation.
 
The Minnesota Council of Churches through its Muslim-Christian Dialogue program sponsors monthly meetings, which take place at 2 pm on the third Sunday of each month (except in the summer) at the Islamic Center of Minnesota, 1401 Gardena Ave NE, Fridley.  Rev. Chris Fazel (First Congregational UCC, Anoka) has graciously agreed to attend regularly and to represent the traditions of the United Church of Christ.  Interested persons are encouraged to attend.

Bishop John Shelby Spong to speak in Duluth
Save these dates: March 13, 14, and 15, 2009!
OPENING OUR DOORS, OPENING OUR HEARTS CONFERENCE
Duluth, Minnesota

Keynote Speaker: Bishop John Shelby Spong

"CONGREGATIONS WORKING TOGETHER TO CREATE CITIES OF WELCOME" An event for all people of all faiths who desire welcoming communities for all people regardless of sexual orientation 

Friday: Peace UCC, 7:00-9:00pm
Keynote by Rt. Rev. Spong and Concert by Clear
Saturday: Marshall HS, Fregeau Auditorium, 9:00-3:00pm
Lecture, Panel Discussion, & Question and Answer Session
Sunday: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 10:00am
Worship

Peace Church can help with some housing of UCC folks!  Be on the look out for Registration Materials
www.peaceucc.org
Justice and Witness Offering 
Our MN Conference UCC, through the ministry of our Justice and Witness Team, makes a special appeal each year in January to ask churches to support the work of justice and peace in our conference. Monies received go in support of grants for various social justice initiatives. Find a cover letter, bulletin insert and offering labels here. Also see the article on this special offering which was included in this December's United Church News/Voyager magazine. Your donations make a real difference!  

Blessings, Rev. Gary Titusdahl, Chair of the Justice and Witness Team

Winter/Spring Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles 
Two opportunities exist for Twin City based congregations participation in Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles this coming Winter/Spring.  One begins on Tuesday, Feb. 3rd in the evening.  The other begins on Saturday, Feb. 6th in the morning.  For more information Download and post the flyer.  Please share the information with your respective community of faith and encourage early registration.

Installation Service 
You are cordially invited to join with Rev. Barbara Martin and First Congregational UCC, Cannon Falls for a service of Installation.  All clergy are invited to wear red stoles.  The service is this Sunday, January 11, 2009 at 3:00pm.  First Congregational UCC, Cannon Falls is located at 220 West Main Street, Canon Falls, Minnesota 55009

A Minnesota Without Poverty Upcoming Events 
1.  If Not We, Then Who? If Not Now, Then When?
The public kick-off for the recommendations of the Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020 will be held on Wednesday, January 21 at 3:00pm at the Landmark Center in St Paul.
Date and Time: Wednesday, January 21st, 3:00pm
Place: Landmark Center, 75 W 5th Street, St Paul, MN 
Why attend: To show that together Minnesota Commits to End Poverty by 2020
Visit the Minnesota Without Poverty Website for more information on this event.

2.  You Gotta Have Heart
Reservations are now open for "You Gotta Have Heart" - the second annual cabaret/fundraiser sponsored by A Minnesota Without Poverty.  To make your reservations ($30/person), contact Aundrea by email or call 612-230-3236.  
Date and Time: Saturday, February 7th, 6:00-9:30pm
Place: Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave, Minneapolis
Reservations: $30/person, $240/table of eight
Why attend: To support micro-enterprise at Midtown Global Market
Send checks to: 
MCC-AMWOP
Attn: Aundrea Billings
122 W Franklin Avenue, Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Visit the Minnesota Without Poverty Website for more information on the event.

Upcoming Our Whole Lives Trainings
Young Adult/Adult Training 
(for those who want to teach OWL with ages 18-35). 
January 30-31 at Unity Church - Unitarian in St. Paul

Elementary Training (for adults who want to teach OWL with children in grades K-1 or 4-6)
February 27-28 at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis

Middle/High School Training 
tentatively scheduled for March 20-22. 

For more information and to register, visit the workshop website.  Questions, contact Kiely Todd Roska by email or call her at 612-870-0974

Confirmation Retreat 
Churches of the Fargo-Moorhead area which includes the Northwest Cluster of Minnesota are planning a confirmation retreat February 20-21, 2009.  The retreat begins with a check-in at 5:30pm and dinner at 6:00 on Friday and will end at 3:00pm on Saturday.  The focus of the retreat is the intersection of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.  Housing will be at First Congregational UCC, Moorhead.  The retreat is open to any church confirmation class that would like to attend.  There will be a small fee to cover some food and supplies.  Please contact Rev. Wendy Ward, St. James in Barnesville by email or at 218-354-7198 to make your interest known.

Five for Five 2008 Deadline set for Mon., Jan. 12 
Checks with gifts for UCC Basic Support (OCWM), One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund will need to arrive at the Conference Office by Monday, January 12 to be counted toward your 2008 Five for Five tally!
 
Checks we receive after January 12 will be credited, with gratitude, to your 2009 giving. Please help us with your understanding and your support, and by meeting this deadline for 2008 Five Funds gifts.
 
Questions? Please e-mail Sian Nelson, Conference Business Manager at siann@uccmn.org, or call 612-230-3369.

Seasons of the Spirit 
Want to try Seasons of the Spirit?  We'll make you a deal - two copies of multi-age curriculum for January -Pentecost are available from Pilgrim Congregational Church, Duluth, MN.  Even though we loved this curriculut, we made a switch (having used it for 6 years).  We found this very workable in a "one room school house" model of Christian formation.  If you are a small congregation and are interested in having these, contact us at pilgrimcf@msn.com or 218-724-8503.  We'd appreciate a donation for the curriculum.

ACS Help? 
First Congregational UCC in Fairmont is looking for basic information on an older model of an ACS Database.  If you or someone you know can provide assistance, please email Michi at First Congregational.  Thanks!
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