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Joys & Concerns

1. Our prayers for healing go out to Rev. Cindy Mueller, Interim Minister at Parview UCC, White Bear Lake, following her recent foot surgery.  Cindy anticipates a recovery period of about a month.
2. We rejoice with Becky Bernu (Robbinsdale UCC) and Brandon Perrine (Plymouth Congregational).  At ecclesiastical councils held on Thursday, December 11, at Robbinsdale UCC both were approved for ordination into Christian ministry in and on behalf of the United Church of Christ pending acceptance of a call approved by the Association.  

3. We extend our congratulations and best wishes to Rev. Molly Cox and her husband Dave on 50 years of marriage!  They will celebrate with friends and family over the holidays.  
Rev. Ralph Colby named Financial Development Consultant


Rev. Ralph Colby, a retired minister of the United Church of Christ and member of Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis, has been named Financial Development Consultant for the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.  His service among us begins on January 1, 2009.  
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His responsibilities include:

· Producing a cogent and compelling case statement for the Conference;
· Guaranteeing individual annual giving through “Friends of the Conference;”
· Developing the planned giving program of the Conference;
· Securing grants for specific ministries and projects that are consistent with the mission and plan of the Conference; and
· Laying the foundation for a major financial/endowment campaign.

Ralph is a native of Massachusetts and a graduate of Hartford Theological Seminary.  He 
served churches in New Hampshire, Ohio, and Minnesota (First Congregational, Austin, and St. Anthony Park UCC, St. Paul) before becoming Director of Education at Wilson Learning Corporation.  Later, he was co-owner and vice president of INTEGRO (Interpersonal Growth Systems, Inc.) and President of Purup  North America.  He served for six years as Chief Operating Officer for Project for Pride in Living, Inc., in Minneapolis and for six years as Executive Director for The Interim Ministry Network in Baltimore, MD.  Ralph was also the grant writer and  program coordinator of the Lilly Endowment’s “Transition to Ministry” program at Plymouth, First of Minnesota, and Mayflower churches.  Ralph has a familiarity with and enthusiasm for the United Church of Christ and an extensive history of fundraising experience.   Please welcome him!
Christmas Concert and Worship Opportunities


1. First Christian Church (DOC) Minneapolis is proud to present "The Gift of the Magi": A Holiday Opera.  Admission is free and proceeds from a free-will offering will go to Feed My Starving Children, a Twin Cities based organization devoted to fighting global hunger.  The opera will be performed Friday, December 19, 2008 at 7:30pm.  For more information, contact the church at 612-870-1868 or office@fccminneapolis.org.  See also, www.fccminneapolis.org

2. St. Paul's UCC invites you to a
Blue Christmas Service
Sunday, December 21, 7:00pm


This contemplative holiday service is for those struggling with loss or grief this season.  Quiet carols, candlelight, and the sounds of hammered dulcimer and piano, welcome all to the evening service.  Judith Melander, soloist and special guest pianist, Hiram Titus, join us this evening.  Reception following.  For more information contact the church at 651-224-5809, spoffice@comcast.net or www.saint-pauls.com.  St. Paul's UCC - 900 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105

3. Union Congregational UCC, St. Louis Park will have their 
Blue Christmas Service

Sunday, December 21st, 4:00pm

3700 Alabama Avenue, Saint Louis Park, Minnesota :: First stop light west of 100 on 7, S on Wooddale; Right at next light, Right on Alabama, 1 block South :: For more information contact the church at 952-929-8566 or by email.

4.  Come to the “Songs of Peace on Winter Solstice” at Union Congregational UCC, Hackensack this Sunday, December 21, 2008 at 6:00pm.  A SoupBreadDessert Potluck starts at 5:00 p.m.  Several entertainers will perform and lead singing.  For more information, call Union Church office at 218-675-6300.
Updates from the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ
· Information concerning Basic and Participating Annuity payments for 2009 is available at their website. Individual letters to annuitants receiving their pension income from the Basic and Participating Annuities were mailed out yesterday (December 9). 
· Mike Downs will host the third in the monthly series of conference calls on financial markets on Tuesday, December 16, at Noon (EST). To participate, dial 1.800.260.0712, and enter Access Code 968418 at the prompt. Calls will also be held at Noon on Tuesday, January 13, 2009 and Tuesday, February 10, 2009. An e-blast reminder will be sent in advance of each month’s call. 
· Members of your respective Conferences who wish to learn more about opportunities to purchase Long-Term Care Insurance may find information on LTC Partners' dedicated web site for UCC employees: www.ltcpbucc.com or by calling 1.866.471.4072, ext. 2305 (please note the revised extension) to speak with a long-term care insurance specialist. Long-term care insurance is purchased directly from John Hancock and Prudential, with a discount for UCC employees. Beginning January 15, 2009 and ending April 14, 2009, there will be a limited opportunity for active employees under age 65 to qualify for coverage under relaxed underwriting.  After April 14, the discounts will still be available but more stringent health underwriting will be required. 
· Information on the new IRS regulations governing 403(b) retirement plans has been updated and may be found here. This is especially important information for church employers. 
New Winter/Spring Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles


Two opportunities exist for Twin City based congregations participation in Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles this coming Winter/Spring.  One begins on Tuesday, Feb. 3rd in the evening.  The other begins on Saturday, Feb. 6th in the morning.  Download the flyer for more information.  Please share the information with your respective community of faith and encourage early registration
DVD Now Available


The ONA/LGBT Team is pleased to announce that a DVD is now available of Rev. John Thomas' keynote address at the pre-Annual Meeting Gathering, on June 6, 2008.  The title is "Open and Affirming:  The Next Horizon," and is followed by an interesting Q&A period - both appropriate for adult education forums.  Free, but a donation to the Coalition for LGBT Concerns, Minnesota Chapter would be appreciated (upon receipt).  Contact Howard Bell at howardkbell@comcast.net
Hey, Youth & Children’s Education Folks!


Check out the Conference website for information on the upcoming February CYE, the next installment of the Middle School Road Tour and the June Service & Synod experience.
It’s time to start thinking about summer at Pilgrim Point Camp - really!


Greetings from the shores of beautiful Lake Ida and Pilgrim Point Camp. Yes, even though the beach is not very good for swimming at the moment it is indeed a beautiful sight. Stomping my feet to keep them warm and knowing that there is sand below the snow helps me dream of the summer that is not too far off – really!! The summer schedule has been set and placed on the web site so you can begin planning for your visit to Pilgrim Point Camp either as a camper, a volunteer counselor, a volunteer program director, first aid person, chaplain, or with your church group. If you want to swim I would recommend you come after the snow is off the beach. You can find the schedule by visiting www.pilgrimpoint.org . The link to the schedule is easy to find. 


You’ll also find, listed below the summer camp schedule, the weekends and facilities that are still available for you church to come spend some quality time while you play, worship, sing camp songs around a campfire, swim and just relax together. You can ask the folks from Wayzata Community UCC, New Brighton UCC, First Congregational Fairmont, Pilgrim Congregational Benson, First Congregational Mankato, Parkway UCC, Robbinsdale UCC, how great a time they have every year when they come out to camp for a weekend together. There’s something about the wind blowing off the lake that relaxes you, invigorates you, and makes you want to be together as a community of faith. Come and bring your church family to find out what’s in the air.


Please also note that I am available to come to your church to tell stories about camp. Give me a call or email and we can set up a time to get your church excited about Pilgrim Point Camp. It’s never too early to start thinking about camp!!


Dee Dressler

Save the Date
Living the Faith:  Called Out, Sent Forth

The UCC Minnesota Conference ONA/LGBT Team announces the 2009 annual "Open and Affirming" Celebration, Sunday, April 26, 2009, hosted by Pilgrims United Church of Christ (8801 Rice Lake Road in Maple Grove).  Workshops at 2:30 p.m.; worship at 4 p.m.  All are welcome!  If you are interested in presenting a workshop, contact Kathleen Remund at kremund@unitedseminary.edu 

Five for Five deadline set for January 12, 2009

Checks with gifts for UCC Basic Support (OCWM), One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund will need to arrive at the Conference Office by Monday, January 12 to be counted toward your 2008 Five for Five tally!



Checks we receive after January 12 will be credited, with gratitude, to your 2009 giving. Please help us with your understanding and your support, and by meeting this deadline for 2008 Five Funds gifts.


Questions? Please e-mail Sian Nelson, Conference Business Manager at siann@uccmn.org, or call 612-230-3369.
IRA gift options extended by Congress


The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 includes a two-year extension of the IRA charitable rollover.  Originally enacted as part of the Pension Protection Act of 2006, this provision permits IRS owners starting at age seventy and one half to make charitable gifts totaling up to $100,000 per year from their IRAs tax free, if made directly to qualified entities such as the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ.  To make a qualified charitable rollover to the MN-UCC, you should contact your IRA custodian.  Ask for the IRA Charitable Rollover transfer forms.  And to qualify for a charitable distribution, your IRA custodian must directly transfer the funds to the MN-UCC rather than a withdrawal by you for later gifting.  Otherwise, the IRA withdrawal will be taxed.  Remember:  for the transfer to qualify for exclusion in 2008, the distribution must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2008.
Position Available


Part-time (8 hours/week) church administrative assistant wanted to begin immediately, preferably Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Good communication skills, strong computer skills in Microsoft Office Suite and previous secretarial experience desired. Starting salary $13.50/hour. Apply at Clark Memorial United Church of Christ, 779 15th Ave. North, South St. Paul.

“The mission of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ is to increase the love of God and neighbor by strengthening covenantal relations among all settings of the United Church of Christ and by working with our ecumenical and interfaith partners.”
