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Christmas Concert and Worship Opportunities
1. Make plans to visit Spirit of the Lakes UCC for A Cowbeach Christmas.  This performance by Stuart Holland with pianist Douglas Federhart is an annual fundraiser for Spirit of the Lakes.  There will be different guests for each performance.  Hope to see you there!


Dates: December 11th, 12th, and 13th at 8:00pm and December 13 at 2:00pm

Cost: December 11th is pay-what-you-can.  Other performances are $20.  More 
information about Spirit of the Lakes is at www.spiritucc.org. 


Location: Spirit of the Lakes UCC, 2930 13th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55407

2. Minnehaha United Church of Christ (4001 38th Ave. S., Minneapolis) will hold its Christmas Praise Concert on Sun., Dec. 14, at 5:00 p.m. In addition to the Minnehaha UCC Choir, under the direction of Akuorkor Ablorh, the program will feature The Girls (vocalists Lori Dokken, Patty Peterson, Erin Schwab, and Judi Donaghy) and gospel ensemble James Grear & Nu Friends Community Choir. Tickets (612-729-7556) are $15 for adults and $8 for children ages 2–12. Free refreshments will be served before the concert at 4:15 p.m.

3. Parkway UCC (3120 Washburn Ave N, Minneapolis, MN 55411) presents: 


Noel at Noon – spend your lunch hour enjoying a wonderful concert and a lunch prepared by Chef Andy Goettsch

Wednesday, December 17, 2008

12:00-12:30 pm
Soup and sandwich lunch

12:30-1:00pm
Christmas music

1:00-1:30pm

Soup and sandwich lunch

(suggested donation for lunch is $5.00)
4. First Christian Church (DOC) Minneapolis is proud to present “The Gift of the Magi”: A Holiday Opera.  Admission is free and proceeds from a free-will offering will go to Feed My Starving Children, a Twin Cities based organization devoted to fighting global hunger.  The opera will be performed Friday, December 19, 2008 at 7:30pm.  For more information, contact the church at 612-870-1868 or office@fccminneapolis.org.  See also, www.fccminneapolis.org 
5. St. Paul’s UCC (900 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105) invites you to a
Blue Christmas Service

Sunday, December 21, 7:00pm.
This contemplative holiday service is for those struggling with loss or grief this season.  Quiet carols, candlelight, and the sounds of hammered dulcimer and piano, welcome all to the evening service.  Judith Melander, soloist and special guest pianist, Hiram Titus, join us this evening.  Reception following.  For more information contact the church at 651-224-5809, spoffice@comcast.net or www.saint-pauls.com.
Five for Five 2008 deadline set for Monday, January 12


Checks with gifts for UCC Basic Support (OCWM), One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund will need to arrive at the Conference Office by Monday, January 12 to be counted toward your 2008 Five for Five tally!


Checks we receive after January 12 will be credited, with gratitude, to your 2009 giving. Please help us with your understanding and your support, and by meeting this deadline for 2008 Five Funds gifts.


Questions? Please e-mail Sian Nelson, Conference business manager, at siann@uccmn.org, or call 612-230-3369.

Children and Youth Leaders’ Newsletter


Check out the new edition of Happenings: A Newsletter for Children and Youth Leaders around the Minnesota Conference.  It’s available on the Conference website.  Additional “Save the Dates”:

· Ann Hanson, National UCC Minister for Sexuality, Families and Justice, will be in Minneapolis Thursday, March 5 and will co-host with the MN Conference a gathering for children & family ministry leaders (more info soon on her visit)
· A new summer camp for GLBT & Allies Youth, July 12-17. The camp will utilize components of the Our Whole Lives curriculum and be co-directed by Ann Hanson & Wade Zick. Open to outgoing 9th-12th graders.

· Fall 2009 CYE @ Pilgrim Point Camp: TWO WEEKENDS. Due to the high number of participants this past fall, the CYE planning team has decided to offer two CYE weekend opportunities with the same program structure. The weekends will be October 9-11 & October 16-18 (MEA weekend). Many thanks to the co-directors Pam Hendel & Sam Herrmann!

Upcoming Our Whole Lives Trainings


Young Adult/Adult Training (for people who want to teach OWL with people ages 18-35). January 30-31 at Unity Church - Unitarian in St. Paul. 

Elementary Training (for adults who want to teach OWL with children in grades K-1 or 4-6) February 27-28 at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis.


Middle/High School Training tentatively scheduled for March 20-22. 


For more information and to register, visit http://www.psduua.org/Workshops/Workshops Questions, contact Kiely Todd Roska, Kiely@mnrcrc.org or 612-870-0974 

 “The mission of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ is to increase the love of God and neighbor by strengthening covenantal relations among all settings of the United Church of Christ and by working with our ecumenical and interfaith partners.”






