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Message from the Conference Minister


Last week a letter was sent to the primary pastor of each local church of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ, extending an invitation to consider being a pilot congregation in our work with Local Church Ministries of the UCC and Paul Nickerson to enhance vitality in our congregations.  A copy of that letter is attached and is available on the website.  I encourage your careful and prayerful consideration of this possibility.  Take time this Advent season to visit with others in your setting and with your pastor about this opportunity.  Thank you.

Karen Smith Sellers


Conference Minister

Joys & Concerns

1. We rejoice that Rev. Howard (Howie) Tobak will become Transition Minister at the Norwich Congregational Church, United Church of Christ in Norwich, Vermont, effective January 1, 2009.  Howie and Betsy will move from Minnesota on December 19 and stop en route in New York and Connecticut to be with family.  Their new address is PO Box 1045, Norwich, VT 05055-1045.  Howie will be retaining his membership at The Congregational Church UCC in Rochester and his standing in the Minnesota Conference UCC.  We give thanks for Howie’s faithful and generous service as Interim Associate Conference Minister. We wish him and Betsy safe travels and a vital ministry in Vermont.
2. Our thoughts and prayers are with Rebecca Bernu and Brandon Perrine as they have their ecclesiastical councils on Thursday, December 11, 2008.  Rebecca’s will begin at 6:30pm and Brandon’s will be at 8:00pm.  Both councils will take place at Robbinsdale UCC (4200 Lake Avenue, Robbinsdale, MN 55422).  Delegates from churches and clergy of the Conference are urged to attend.  For more information or to RSVP, contact office@robbinsdaleucc.org or call 763-537-6965.

3. Congratulations to the Rev. Hillary J. Freeman who was ordained into the ministry of the United Church of Christ on November 29, 2008, at Plymouth Congregational Church of Minneapolis.  This was also the 21st anniversary of her baptism.  Rev. Freeman is Co-Director of the Community Justice Project of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches.

Christmas Open House

You are cordially invited to a

Christmas Open House 

at the Conference Office!

Wednesday, December 17, 2008, 10:00am-2:00pm


The Minnesota Conference Office is located at 122 W Franklin Ave, #323.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to see our remodeled offices or to meet our new staff, this is the perfect opportunity.  Light refreshments and punch will be served.  So we can plan for your presence, please RSVP to alisonb@uccmn.org or 612-871-0359 by December 12, 2008.  We look forward to hosting you!
Five for Five 2008 deadline set for Monday, January 12


Checks with gifts for UCC Basic Support (OCWM), One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund will need to arrive at the Conference Office by Monday, January 12 to be counted toward your 2008 Five for Five tally!


Checks we receive after January 12 will be credited, with gratitude, to your 2009 giving. Please help us with your understanding and your support, and by meeting this deadline for 2008 Five Funds gifts.


Questions? Please e-mail Sian Nelson, Conference business manager, at siann@uccmn.org, or call 612-230-3369.

Global Poverty Event Announced


"TURNING THE TIDE, PUSHING BACK GLOBAL POVERTY"


A half-day event to explore the progress being made to overcome extreme hunger, poverty and disease has been announced for Saturday, December 6, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The event will be held at the NDSU Memorial Union, Fargo, ND. 


"Turning the Tide: Pushing Back Global Poverty," will focus on the progress made by the Millennium Development Goals, a set of goals which have helped focus energy and resources on a common strategy to address poverty, hunger and health.


Amazing and exciting progress is being made to overcome extreme hunger, poverty and disease.  Campaigns to overcome poverty are hard at work in all regions of the world.  Some regions and countries are even ahead of schedule in achieving a set of goals addressing these concerns by 2015.  However, the global food crisis has caused major setbacks in many countries and pockets of deep poverty still exist.  Come!  Learn!  Be part of the solution!  Then take action ideas back to your campus, congregation, or group!  This event is being sponsored by Bread for the World, Church World Service and the Fargo/Moorhead Planning Team.  All are welcome to attend.  This event is free.  Lunch is included (a free will donation will be taken).  For more information contact Rev. Dan Forsberg at (701) 232-7166 or call 1-888-297-2767 – also see the attached flyers.

Sacred Conversations on Race:  What will it mean for us with Barack Obama as President?


In response to an invitation from the Justice and Peace Ministry Team, Margery Otto and Wilma Lawrence, both from the Justice and Witness Ministries of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ will be leading a facilitated discussion following the worship service next Sunday, December 7.  Wilma Lawrence is a member of the Red Lake Band of the Ojibwe Nation and is Conference Liaison for the Emmaus Antiracism Team.  Margery Otto of the Emmaus Antiracism Team and of the Justice and Witness Ministries of the MN Conference will be assisting.  The discussion will last 1 to 1 1/2 hours.  A light lunch will be provided following the discussion.  Please join us in this sacred conversation on race.

Sunday, December 7, 2008 at 11:15 in the Chapel
Congregational Church, UCC – 965 17th Av SW

Rochester, MN  55902

507-289-4581
Christmas Concert and Worship Opportunities
1. Minnehaha United Church of Christ (4001 38th Ave. S., Minneapolis) will hold its Christmas Praise Concert on Sun., Dec. 14, at 5:00 p.m. In addition to the Minnehaha UCC Choir, under the direction of Akuorkor Ablorh, the program will feature The Girls (vocalists Lori Dokken, Patty Peterson, Erin Schwab, and Judi Donaghy) and gospel ensemble James Grear & Nu Friends Community Choir. Tickets (612-729-7556) are $15 for adults and $8 for children ages 2–12. Free refreshments will be served before the concert at 4:15 p.m.

2. Parkway UCC (3120 Washburn Ave N, Minneapolis, MN 55411) presents: 

Noel at Noon – spend your lunch hour enjoying two wonderful concerts and a lunch prepared by Chef Andy Goettsch

Wednesdays, December 10 and 17, 2008

12:00-12:30 pm
soup and sandwich lunch

12:30-1:00pm
Christmas music

1:00-1:30pm

soup and sandwich lunch

(suggested donation for lunch is $5.00)

Youth Service and Synod Opportunities

Have you been wanting a Service Project for your youth group? Looking for ways to make a greater connection in your relationship with the United Church of Christ? Then this is a GREAT opportunity for your youth and your church!  This coming summer youth from around the country will come together for a Service & Synod experience in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The experience will mix 3 days of volunteering with Habitat for Humanity and 3 days of the UCC General Synod (mostly celebrations, Synod in the City & worship).  Click for more information and the schedule.


General Synod registration opened this past Monday (December 1st) with forms available and we want to make sure we have places for youth & leaders reserved right away for next summer’s Service & Synod trip in Grand Rapids, Michigan! The final cost to participate with the MN Conference will be $600 (either as a youth or adult). Traveling as a youth group on your own, the cost will be $465/youth and $515/adults. If you are traveling on your own, PLEASE still let us know in the office, and then you will need to register your group independently of the conference soon after registration opens (my encouragement would be as soon as possible). 


The Minnesota Conference payment timeline looks like this:



ASAP – information of youth and adult leaders (address, age, email address if possible) 

attending is sent to Michele Borne at micheleb@uccmn.org.



January 26 - $100/person to hold spot (checks MN Conference UCC)



March 31 – remainder of payment due (total for every participant traveling with the 


conference is $600)


Payments after March 31 may result in the cancellation of the individual from housing in Grand Rapids.  We also need to make sure we have plenty of transportation secured, so please send your group and/or individual information from your church as soon as possible!


We will be departing the Twin Cities area very early Wednesday, June 24 (5am) and returning to the Twin cities sometime in the morning on July 1st. We will have overnight accommodations for folks coming from greater Minnesota for Tuesday night. 


The Service & Synod trip is open to all high school youth (that includes incoming 9th graders to graduating seniors). Adult leaders traveling with the MN conference MUST be approved by the local church minister as a representative of the church to work with their youth. Background checks will also be required of adults. Ratio for adults to youth is 1:6 as well as being gender balanced.


Please contact Wade Zick (612-871-0359 or wadez@uccmn.org with your questions.  Links to forms will be sent next week. Thanks,
Upcoming Conference Youth Event


Visit the Conference website to download youth and adult registration forms and for more information on the February Mythbusters event!
Black History Month Concert


Grace Community United Church of Christ is proud to announce its 15th annual 

Black History Month Concert

February 28, 3009

7:00 pm


The concert will be held at Grace Community United Church of Christ – 986 Forest Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota – 651-771-7649

Cemetery Plots for Sale

Four cemetery plots, configured as two pairs, are available for purchase.  Located at Sunset Memorial Park, Minneapolis.  $1,100 per plot or $2,000 per pair.  These prices are significantly less than if the plots were purchased from Sunset Park.  Please contact Carole Smith, Treasurer, St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ, at 651 646-7173 for more information
 “The mission of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ is to increase the love of God and neighbor by strengthening covenantal relations among all settings of the United Church of Christ and by working with our ecumenical and interfaith partners.”
