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Message from the Conference Minister


Dear Colleagues in Ministry,


Last month the attached letters from the Managing Director of Pilgrim Point Camp and from the Conference Minister, Conference Moderator, and Conference Vice-Moderator were sent to members of the Board of Directors, the Conference Staff, and the primary pastor of each local church of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ. 


This is to let you know that effective yesterday at 11:15 am a name changing process took place in the Douglas County Court House, followed by a name changing ceremony at the First Congregational Church, UCC, in Alexandria.  In the Conference office we recognized this official name change from Dale Dressler to Dee Dressler by updating our Conference letterhead and the Conference email address (Deed@uccmn.org).    

This is the “off season” for the camp, a period when Dee will be visiting many local churches to encourage enrollment at and participation in our Conference ministry through Pilgrim Point Camp.  As you make arrangements for Dee’s presence and/or presentation, we thank you for consulting with her about how best to address this transition in your setting.

As the letters indicate, resources have been placed on the Conference website (www.uccmn.org). We anticipate questions and invite you to address them to Dee, Mark, Lisa, or me.  


Karen Smith Sellers


Conference Minister

Joys & Concerns

1.  Community Church of St. Paul Park voted on Sunday, November 23 to become an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ.  They are the 31st UCC congregation in Minnesota to approve this designation.  In a pastoral letter sent to the congregation prior to the vote, Rev. Elena Larssen, Associate Conference Minister wrote:  “As a nation, we are living with great awareness that not all humans are alike.  There are court battles and ballot initiatives, and churches taking all kinds of stands.  Christians even interpret the same passages of scripture to support opposite beliefs!  And so I pray not that you will vote one way or the other, but you will vote your conscience, knowing that in the UCC we can disagree without being disagreeable, that we can me a community without conformity.  The church of Jesus Christ is a gift from God, and there will be room to continue to live, grow, and love together.”  May it be so!
2. Please hold in your thoughts and prayers the family of Rev. Arden Johnson, who died on Saturday, November 22, after a brief illness.  Arden was honored at the 2006 Annual Meeting on his 50th anniversary of ordination.  He was a member of Faith UCC in International Falls.  Arden retired in 1992, who served as pastor of Community Church UCC (Walker) and Union Congregational Church UCC (Hackensack).  Prior to that he was pastor at First United UCC, Sauk Centre, MN and a chaplain and counselor at the Minnesota Home School.  In the 1950s he was pastor of Methodist churches.  Rev. Sue Hamly, Faith UCC, International Falls, officiated and offered the homily and Rev. Michael Small, Union UCC, Hackensack, provided the eulogy at a memorial service yesterday afternoon at the Big Falls Community Building. 
3. Thoughts and prayers also for Union Congregational UCC, St. Louis Park, and the Rev. Mary Kay Sauter, who begin interim ministry together on December 1.
4. Our thoughts and prayers go to Minnehaha UCC and Rev. Tony Clark as they begin a period of interim ministry together this coming January. 
5. Thoughts and prayers as well for the Revs. Rick Wagner, Elena Larssen and Karen Smith Sellers who will travel next week to Orlando, FL, for the biannual Search and Call meeting.  This event, which gathers conference staff from across the United Church of Christ, will feature workshops on legal issues, fitness review issues, search and call in small churches, new church start leadership, and theological/polity expectations for clergy coming to the UCC from other denominations, etc. There will be opportunity to learn to use the new search and call resource from Parish Life and Leadership and to become more familiar with the latest on multiple paths toward ordination. It is an important time of learning “best practices” for the vital ministry of serving congregations during times of pastoral transition.  We anticipate returning better prepared to strengthen and serve the local churches of the Minnesota Conference UCC.
6. Congratulations to St. Paul’s UCC/ELCA in Lewiston and Rev. Leah McDowell on the wonderful installation service this past Sunday and their new ministry together.
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From L to R: Rev. Linda Gunderson (Assistant to the Bishop in the SE MN Synod, ELCA), 
Rev. Elena Larssen, Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Leah McDowell, 
Committee on Ministry representatives Sue Wedge and Hugo John
7. Congratulations as well are extended to Rev. Lyle Avant on his ordination this past Sunday at First Congregational UCC in Alexandria.
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From L to R: Marc Blakesley, Roberta Peterson, Cathy Johnson, Rev. Robert Albers, Rev. Lyle Avant, 
Rev. Grant Speece, Rev. Scott Keehn, Rev. Rick Wagner, Rev. Jennifer Amy-Dressler
World AIDS Day 2008

Community Candlelight Service 
- A Service of Story and Hope -
7:00pm Monday, December 01, 2008
Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
1795 Holton St (at Garden Ave)
Falcon Heights, MN 55113


For more information call 651-646-2681 or check www.falconheightsucc.org
Download the poster & bulletin insert and spread the word about this meaningful service
Nominations for Honored Laywoman due November 30


This is a reminder that nominations for Honored Laywoman are due November 30, 2008 and, accordingly, we make this third and final request for your nominations for the Honored Laywoman from the Minnesota Conference of the United Church or Christ.  This person will be honored at General Synod June 26-30 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  As you think about this, it may be helpful to be aware of the following:  The purpose of the celebration of the gifts of laywomen is three‑fold:


1.
To make visible the many and varied contributions that have been made by UCC laywomen;


2.
To honor specific women, that their stories may inspire others;


3.
To honor all women who have served the church through contributions similar to those of the honored lay women.


It is important to remember that this is not a contest, but an acknowledgment of the leadership and spiritual vitality of laywomen.  Possibilities:  a woman who has given significant leadership in the Conference women’s structure, a lay woman who has given significant leadership to the Conference as a whole – perhaps as Moderator or staff person; a woman who has served the UCC in the national setting or an active church member, whose witness extends to the community as e.g., mayor of the town or municipal judge, or volunteer, or social worker addressing the needs of people in the community; or a lay woman whose service has extended to ecumenical work, or who has given of her talents in fostering peace and justice.


The theme for the 2009 Celebration is Immerse Yourself. The description about your honored lay women should indicate how they have immersed themselves on behalf of others. 


To nominate, use the attached form, and submit no later than November 30, 2008 to Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister.

Global Poverty Event Announced


"TURNING THE TIDE, PUSHING BACK GLOBAL POVERTY"


A half-day event to explore the progress being made to overcome extreme hunger, poverty and disease has been announced for Saturday, December 6, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The event will be held at the NDSU Memorial Union, Fargo, ND. 


"Turning the Tide: Pushing Back Global Poverty," will focus on the progress made by the Millennium Development Goals, a set of goals which have helped focus energy and resources on a common strategy to address poverty, hunger and health.


Amazing and exciting progress is being made to overcome extreme hunger, poverty and disease.  Campaigns to overcome poverty are hard at work in all regions of the world.  Some regions and countries are even ahead of schedule in achieving a set of goals addressing these concerns by 2015.  However, the global food crisis has caused major setbacks in many countries and pockets of deep poverty still exist.  Come!  Learn!  Be part of the solution!  Then take action ideas back to your campus, congregation, or group!  This event is being sponsored by Bread for the World, Church World Service and the Fargo/Moorhead Planning Team.  All are welcome to attend.  This event is free.  Lunch is included (a free will donation will be taken).  For more information contact Rev. Dan Forsberg at (701) 232-7166 or call 1-888-297-2767 – also see the attached flyers.
The All Nations Arts & Crafts Collective Annual Winter Sale

December 6 & 7, and 13 & 14

All Nations Church

1515 E. 23rd St., Minneapolis 55404

Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 1-4pm


Handmade Jewelry, Textiles, Artwork, Natural Body Products, etc., by Native artists and friends; including artwork by Deborah Ramos (Dec. 7,13,14)...and, the best coffee and frybread in the Twin Cities!

For more information, contact: Sharyn Whiterabbit, 715-386-3100

Minnehaha UCC Annual Christmas Praise Concert

Minnehaha United Church of Christ (4001 38th Ave. S., Minneapolis) will hold its Christmas Praise Concert on Sun., Dec. 14, at 5:00 p.m. In addition to the Minnehaha UCC Choir, under the direction of Akuorkor Ablorh, the program will feature The Girls (vocalists Lori Dokken, Patty Peterson, Erin Schwab, and Judi Donaghy) and gospel ensemble James Grear & Nu Friends Community Choir. Tickets (612-729-7556) are $15 for adults and $8 for children ages 2–12. Free refreshments will be served before the concert at 4:15 p.m.

Minnesota Conference Office Open House
Please save Wednesday, December 17 from 10 am - 2 pm for an Open House at the Minnesota Conference Office, 122 W Franklin Ave, #323.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to see our remodeled offices or to meet our new staff, this is the perfect occasion for that.  We look forward to hosting you!
Conflict and the Congregation: Restoration and Resilience

Congregational conflict will be explored from a restorative perspective that seeks to repair harm, restore relationships, renew hope, build resilience. Students will gain understanding about the nature of conflict, identify their conflict styles, develop skills in conflict resolution and transformation, create strategies for use within religious communities, and cultivate beginning skills in restorative processes, including mediation and the circle process. Case studies, personal experience, and role plays will be utilized. Particular attention will be given to the nature of congregational life and to biblical perspectives and theological dimensions.
No prerequisites; course meets Tuesdays 8:15 to 11:30 am, February 2 - May 15, 2009
 

For information about registration as a non-degree student, for credit or auditing, consult the seminary’s website, www.unitedseminary.edu  or call 651.633.4311 or 800.937.1316.  For further information about the course, please contact Jean Greenwood at 612.825.4927.
Part-time Pastor Opening


First Congregational UCC of Hancock is looking for a permanent part-time pastor to begin in January 2009.  The church would like someone to lead Sunday services and handle other, very part-time, duties.  For more information, contact Rick Wagner at rickw@uccmn.org.
Cemetery Plots for Sale

Four cemetery plots, configured as two pairs, are available for purchase.  Located at Sunset Memorial Park, Minneapolis.  $1,100 per plot or $2,000 per pair.  These prices are significantly less than if the plots were purchased from Sunset Park.  Please contact Carole Smith, Treasurer, St. Anthony Park United Church of Christ, at 651 646-7173 for more information.

 “The mission of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ is to increase the love of God and neighbor by strengthening covenantal relations among all settings of the United Church of Christ and by working with our ecumenical and interfaith partners.”
